
St. Marys Independent8 Friday, December 4, 2015

By Dan Rankin
Our Business of the Week 
is St. Marys’ own Stan-
dardbred horse racing 
and training centre, Mark 
Horner Stable, owned by 
Mark Horner and located 
just north of St. Marys at 
2006 Perth Road 130.
Horses have been raised 
on the current location of 
the stables since at least 
the 1950s, but Horner’s 
father Wayne purchased 
the farm in the early 
1980s. The family moved 
to St. Marys when Mark 
and his brother Mike were 
in elementary school, and 

they have been raising 
horses here ever since. 
Mark has been running 
the farm for the past 20 
years.
“We raise two and three-
year-olds and keep older 
horses around if they’re 
competitive,” Horner said. 
“We race on a weekly ba-
sis and try to make a liv-
ing.”
Prior to the cancellation 
of the province’s “Slots 
at Racetrack Program 
(SARP),” Horner would 
raise and train around 
40 horses, but since then 
that number has fall-

en to around 25. “We’re 
working hard to get that 
straightened out,” he said. 
“Hopefully it gets better 
soon.”
Typically, they buy young 
horses in the fall and 
train them throughout 
the winter, “in hopes that 
they’ll race in the bigger 
added-money events 
throughout the summer,” 
he said. “We also have to 
maintain a solid core of 
race horses to keep the 
cash flowing.”
One of the most consis-
tent race horses for the 
past decade for Horner 
has been Button Up, a 
horse whose career win-
nings is “closing in on 
$900,000,” he said. The 
biggest race of Button 
Up’s career was in 2005, 
when he won the “Battle 
of Waterloo” for $300,000.
Over the years as a train-
er, Horner’s horses have 
earned nearly $7 million 
in winnings and recently 
surpassed 800 starts.
Tonight at Woodbine 
Racetrack in Toronto, 
Horner’s brother Mike 
will be the driver for 
three-year-old filly Pinky 
Tuscadero. As a driver, 
Mike has 2,268 wins to 

his name, totalling over 
$13 million in winnings. 
Tonight is the autumn se-
ries final and the purse is 
$38,000, he said. “We’ve 
got to compete for every 
dollar we make,” Horner 
said. “There are no hand-
outs, we have to race for 
it. Better horses race for 
better money and that’s 
what you strive to do.”
That involves early morn-
ings all year long, jogging 
horses between three and 
five miles per day on their 
half-mile track, and then, 
twice a week, “running a 
little faster the way they 
would on the race track,” 
Horner said. On the 50-
acre site they also grow 
most of the crops they use 
to feed the horses, he said.
“We’re a family-run 
business,” Horner said. 
“We’ve been here a long 
time and we’re hoping to 
stay for a few more years 
anyways.”
Anyone interested in the 
Standardbred horse rac-
ing business, or having 
a horse trained at Mark 
Horner Stable is invited 
to contact Mark by phone, 
at 519-271-8197, or email 
at MhornerStable@gmail.
com.
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●  Yesterday was the International Day of Dis-
abled Persons, as proclaimed by the UN in 
1992. To commemorate the day, which aims 
to promote an understanding of disability 
issues and mobilize support for the dignity, 
rights and well-being of persons with disabili-
ties, a group of Grade 11 Leadership students 
from St. Marys DCVI used the AXSMap.com 
rating system to provide online ratings to a 
number of downtown St. Marys businesses 
on their accessibility. “This information is for 
people with disabilities,” said Perth County 
Accessibility Coordinator Julia Opie. “When 
they make their plans to do an outing, it lets 
them know where they can shop, eat and go 
to the bathroom. It’s really basic, but import-
ant information for people with disabilities.”

●  Tomorrow night, the St. Marys Community 
Players host “A Night at the Improv” at the St. 
Marys Town Hall Theatre. Tickets are $15, 
will 100 percent of proceeds supporting the 
St. Marys Refugee Sponsorship Group.

●  Queen’s smash hit “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
first reached Number One on the UK Singles 
chart 40 years ago last week. It resurfaced 
on the Canadian charts years later in 1992 
because of its use in the film Wayne’s World.

We are excited to inform all of our customers that our op-
erating business name has changed from Harris Garage 
to Harris-Greig Automotive. You will notice a new sign has 
been installed. The name change reflects the ownership 
change in May 2014 from Mike & Judy Harris to the part-
nership of Ryan & Candice Harris and Bryan (Bib) & Judy 
Greig. We strive to continue to offer the same excellent 
customer service that people received at Harris Garage.
Nothing else will change; our address, phone number, and 
email address remain the same. We do plan to launch a 
new website with a new email address in the near future, 
but will notify customers in advance when that takes place.
We thank you for your continued support!
Ryan, Candice, Jaden, Owen & Reese Harris
Bryan, Judy, Eve & Simon Greig
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