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By Dan Rankin
Our Business of the 
Week is HAM Enter-
prise, your local bargain 
handyman and painting 
service, based out of 
49 Sparling Crescent in 
St. Marys and owned by 
Alex Hoyles.
Hoyles started the 
business in 2007 after 
completing a series of 
handyman-type jobs for 
his children’s homes, 
renovating his home 
and after experiencing a 
loss of work following “a 
third plant closure.” He 
now runs HAM Enter-
prise (which stands for 

“Hoyles, Alex and Mar-
lene,” - that’s his wife) as 
a part-time venture, on 
the side of his full-time 
job as custodian at St. 
Marys DCVI.

“I do my business from 
about 8:00 am to around 
1:00 pm during the 
week and then I’m off to 
school,” he said.
Leaves raked, Christmas 
lights hung, furniture as-
sembled, ceiling fans 
installed, screens fixed, 
shrubs trimmed, decks 
cleaned, locks replaced 
– on the handyman front, 
Hoyles can do just about 
everything, though he 

notes there are a couple 
projects he won’t tackle: 
laying vinyl flooring and 
carpet. “Anything else is 
pretty much fair game,” 
he said. Services are of-
fered to residents of St. 
Marys, Stratford, Mitch-
ell, Thorndale, Exeter 
and the North London 
area. Jobs have a mini-
mum charge of $25 or an 
hourly rate of $25.50.
However, the most com-
mon call he gets is about 
painting he said. Would-
be customers can get a 
free quote for a painting 
job by filling out a form 
on his website, HA-
MEnterprise.ca/painting-
quote.
His price for an eight 
by 10 foot room is $204 
before tax (including mi-
nor repairs such as nail 
holes), however he also 
offers numerous spe-
cials for those looking 
to have several rooms 
re-done. For a project 
involving two rooms, the 
smaller of the two is half 
price. For three rooms, 
the smallest room is free 
and, for four or more, the 
entire project is 20 per-
cent off.
HAM Enterprise painting 
jobs come with a writ-

ten guarantee on work-
manship. Payments can 
be made through cash, 
cheque, Visa or Master-
Card.
For the fall, Hoyles is of-
fering some discounts 
on some other services, 
including property clean-
ing for those looking to 
sell or rent their homes 
(just $150, a $25 dis-
count), as well as house 
or pet sitting ($15 per 
day, for a $5 discount, or 
$75 per week, a savings 
of $25).
Hoyles said he loves 
helping others with 
handyman-related tasks. 

“It gives you a little bit of 
a challenge sometimes, 
but it’s a learning expe-
rience and I find I have 
a great deal of patience 
for it,” he said, adding 
that he tries to offer fair, 
competitive prices. “If I 
take longer than I think 
it should have taken like, 
I think it should have 
taken two hours but it 
takes three or four, I just 
charge for the two. I don’t 
like to gouge people.”
To contact HAM Enter-
prise, call their office at 
519-284-2284, or reach 
Hoyles out and about at 
519-636-5874.
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Book oil sprays
starting

Sept. 8 – Nov. 13
Open Saturday 

mornings
Oct. 17 – Dec. 19

Call 519-284-0430

RESIDENTIAL HEATING AND COOLING
oil, gas, propane & air conditioning

PERTH
HEAT-COOL

Ed Otto 10 year warranty on gas 
furnaces and air conditioners

Competitive pricing

7 am – 7 pm Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
7 am – 2 pm Monday, Tuesday, Sunday

Saturday is Spooky Burger 
Night

Burgers all dressed up

519-284-2400

Riannas Family Restaurant

Eat fresh, Eat Good

Independent 
Shorts

● Barista’s Coffee reopens at its new loca-
tion across the street at 14 Water Street 
South on Monday, Nov. 2.
● Around 1:00 pm yesterday the Avon Mai-
tland District School Board posted on their 
Facebook page that they had “been advised 
by the OPP of a situation at Listowel District 
Secondary School wherein a call was re-
ceived at noon and a threat was made to the 
school.” The OPP responded and the school 
was placed under lockdown as a precaution. 
Within an hour, a post by AMDSB said the 
situation had been downgraded to “hold and 
secure” and regular bus departures were 
authorized. An update around 4:00 pm indi-
cated that school dismissal had taken place 
at the usual time, but the police investiga-
tion was still underway.
● The St. Marys Community Players’ pro-
duction of Cabaret runs for three more 
shows. See it tonight at 8:00 pm, or check 
out a matinee showing tomorrow or Sunday 
beginning at 2:00 pm. Tickets are $20. For 
more information, or to order tickets online, 
visit StMarysCommunityPlayers.ca.


