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Our Business of the Week 
is Ashton Tire Service Ltd., 
your one-stop, on-the-spot 
auto service headquarters, 
located at 830 Queen 
Street East in St. Marys. 
Co-owner Mark O'Keefe 
has been with the com-
pany for over 25 years – 
long enough to remember 
when they made the move 
from downtown on Water 
Street to their current loca-
tion, but not long enough 
to recall what it was like 
when the business first 
started, over 65 years ago.
O'Keefe came up as an 
apprentice mechanic for 
Firestone, eventually get-
ting his license, before be-
coming a service manager 
and, finally, a business 
owner.
Now he's part of the team 

of certified automotive me-
chanics, licensed wheel 
technicians and appren-
tices who service roughly 
50 vehicles per day in their 
six-service-bay facility out 
on the town's east end. 
Naturally, they're trained 
to service a wide range of 
tire needs from light pas-
senger vehicles to heavy 
trucks, to ATVs and farm 
tires, but they also offer a 
full line of automotive ser-
vices, O'Keefe said.

"From safety checks, air 
conditioning, transmission 
service, tune-ups, align-
ments, oil changes, and 
basically any maintenance 
requirements on your new 
car," he said. "For the 
younger crowd that likes 
4-wheel drive trucks and 
off-roading, we've also 

taken on Rough Country 
Suspension lift systems. 
We do the lift kits, mag-
wheels, and big mud tires."
They are direct dealers 
for brand names including 
Bridgestone, Firestone, 
Michelin, BF Goodrich and 
Uniroyal, O'Keefe said, 
adding they're also able to 
source other major brands 
such as Good Year and 
Dunlop. "We have a line to 
everything," O'Keefe said, 
adding that their prices 
are competitive with all 
nearby tire businesses big 
or small.
Now is the time of year 
when Ashton will begin 
calling up the approxi-
mately 600 customers 
whose tires they store be-
tween winter and summer, 
he said.

"We have to start this week 

calling people and getting 
appointments set," he said. 
While some people may 
be tempted to wait until as 
late as Dec. 1 before see-
ing about changing over 
from their all-season tires, 
in O'Keefe's opinion, "peo-
ple have to start putting on 
their winter season tires in 
October."

"The new style of cars ba-
sically demand winter sea-
son tires," he said. "You 
can't drive without them 
safely."
Winter season tires are 
designed to function bet-
ter in wet conditions and in 
temperatures of seven de-
grees Celcius and below, 
said O'Keefe. "All-season 
tires lose their ability to grip 
the road, especially in wet, 
icy, slushy conditions," he 
said. "That's where snow 
tires come in. The new 
generations of snows get 
a lot higher mileage. You 
can put them on in Octo-
ber and, if it doesn't snow 
for two or three weeks, if 
the temperatures are cool 
enough and roads are wet, 
the snow tires are safe to 
have on your car. That's 
when the manufacturers 
suggest to have them on."
Ashton Tire Service Ltd. 
is open 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm Monday to Friday and 
8:00 am to noon Satur-
days. Find them online at 
AshtonTireService.com, 
or like them on Facebook. 
Reach them by phone at 
519-284-3851, or by fax at 
519-284-3878. Send them 
an email to the address 
info@ashtontire.com.
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Book oil sprays

starting

Sept. 8 – Nov. 13

7 am – 7 pm Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
7 am – 2 pm Monday, Tuesday, Sunday

It's our birthday; it's been a 
great year!

Thank you St. Marys for all your 
support!!

Ten flavors of ice cream 
available all year round.

519-284-2400

Call 519-284-0430

RESIDENTIAL HEATING AND COOLING
oil, gas, propane & air conditioning

PERTH
HEAT-COOL

Ed Otto 10 year warranty on gas 
furnaces and air conditioners

Competitive pricing

● Longtime friend and supporter of the Canadian 
Baseball Hall of Fame, singer and actor Michael 
Burgess, passed away on Monday after a long 
battle with cancer at the age of 70. He had been 
involved in fundraising for the Hall of Fame since 
2002, and most years since then sang the U.S. and 
Canadian national anthems at the Hall's annual in-
duction ceremonies. On Oct. 17, 1992 for Game 1 
between the Blue Jays and Braves in Atlanta, Bur-
gess became the first person to sing "O Canada" at 
a World Series game. He was best known for his 
portrayal of Jean Valjean in the Toronto production 
of Les Misérables in 1989, and also lent his voice 
singing the anthems at Toronto Maple Leafs games.
● Improv comedians Ryan Stiles, Greg Proops, Jeff 
B. Davis and Joel Murray hit the stage at Centenni-
al Hall in London tonight for "Whose Live Anyway?" 
It's their third stop in a cross-Canada and U.S. tour 
featuring stops in Kitchener, Mississauga, Madi-
son, Wisconsin, Olympia, Washington and more. 
Then, two nights later, Los Angeles comedian Andy 
Kindler performs at the Roxbury Bar & Grill in Lon-
don. Kindler (Everybody Loves Raymond, Last 
Comic Standing) is a regular at the Just For Laughs 
festival in Montreal and just finished a run of shows 
in Toronto for the city's annual JFL42 festival.
● New in theatres this weekend are The Martian, 
starring Matt Damon (92 percent on movie ratings 
site RottenTomatoes.com), and The Walk, starring 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt (88 percent).

Pictured, from left, are Mike Donati, Karl Seale, Neil Primeau and Mark O'Keefe


