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By Dan Rankin
Our Business of the Week 
is Pathway Fish & Chips, 
owned by Riley Neale 
and located just a hop, 
skip and jump around the 
corner from the Indepen-
dent office at 36 A Water 
Street in St. Marys.
Neale, 21, has owned the 
business since June 2014. 
Neale said he had a lot of 
experience working in the 
fast food industry when 
he heard about Pathway 
being for sale last sum-
mer. “It was a good op-
portunity,” he said. “I was 
living in Kitchener, but my 
mother lives here. That’s 
how I found out it was 
for sale. So, I wanted to 
moved back here closer 
to my family and do this.” 
Since taking over, he’s 
enjoyed his short com-
mute – on foot – to work 
each day.

On the menu at Pathway, 
which is open year-round, 
are a selection of fried 
goodies including French 
fries, breaded shrimp and 
currently three different 
types of fish: pollock, had-
dock, and halibut.
Neale knows that, 
Thames-adjacent as he is, 
he’s not the most visible 
meal option for people 
driving through town, but 
it’s something he’s hoping 
to change. “Not everyone 
sees the sign on the Op-
era House wall,” he said. 

“I’m hoping to change that 
too.”
That has involved taking 
his business online. “We 
have a Facebook page, 
and we’re working on a 
website as well,” he said. 
For now, ‘Like’ them by 
searching ‘Pathway Fish 
& Chips’ on Facebook.
Pathway is open Tuesday 

to Friday 11:00 am to 7:00 
pm and Saturday 4:00 pm 
to 7:00 pm. Stop by for 
some fish and chips on 

April 3, Pathway is open 
on Good Friday. Call 
519.284.4096 to place an 
order.
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● Head downtown in St. Marys on Saturday for the 
‘Spring Fling’ sales event, in which many downtown busi-
nesses are taking part. Here’s your chance to support 
local business. Numerous businesses are offering deals 
where they’ll pay the tax for you on all your items. The 
Easter Bunny will be making an appearance Saturday 
afternoon.
● Coming to theatres this weekend is the high-octane 
heist sequel Furious 7, starring Vin Diesel, the Rock 
and the late Paul Walker, who died in 2013. Jokes 
about Walker told during the Justin Bieber Roast cer-
emony last month were pulled by Comedy Central from 
the broadcast of the roast that aired Monday. Furious 7 
co-star Ludacris has said he thought some of the jokes 
were “over the line.” Filming of the movie, expected to 
earn an opening weekend box office of at least $115 
million, was temporarily halted following Walker’s death 
and completed only when his brother stepped in to film 
some scenes.
● The number one movie at the box office last weekend 
was the DreamWorks animated film Home, featuring the 
voice talents of Rihanna and Jim Parsons of The Big 
Bang Theory. According to BoxOfficeMojo.com, Home 
raked in over $52 million in its opening weekend.
● The 2015 Kiwanis Festival of the Performing Arts gets 
underway April 7 in Stratford and runs until May 4. The 
festival is Stratford’s longest running, and celebrates 
music, speech, drama, and dance, with four weeks of 
exciting competitions for performers of all ages. The offi-
cial launch on April 7 includes an evening of ensembles, 
representing a cross-section of music disciplines, from 
vocal to instrumental. It finishes with “Stars of the Fes-
tival” on May 4, reprising award-winning performances 
from the competition. Go to KiwanisFestivalStratford.
com for more information.

Everyone who has ever 
landscaped or planted a 
garden has encountered 
the stresses of plant and 
species selection. This 
can be a real challenge, 
especially if you are 
unaware of all the different 
options available. One of 
the biggest mistakes in 
landscaping is where a 
tree or shrub is planted, 
get the location wrong, 
and there will be no room 

for growth and this can be 
costly in the long term.
The Skyrocket Juniper is 
an excellent solution, for a 
garden with limited space. 
Growing up rather than 
out the Skyrocket Juniper 
will reach heights of 15 ft., 
but will not take up much 
ground space. It is also 
very hardy, and drought 
resistant. The Skyrocket 
Juniper can go a long time 

with limited water.
This species is fast 
growing, and can reach 
full maturity in 10-15 years. 
It is not uncommon for 
this tree to grow an entire 
foot, in just one year. The 
Skyrocket Juniper is also 
almost maintenance free. 
With an attractive light 
blue coloring, it will make 
an amazing addition to 
your garden for years to 
come.
If you have a question, 
you can email me at 
jtsquote@gmail.com, and 
I will respond either by 
email or in a future article. 
If you would like me to 
come and assess one of 
your trees, you can call 
me at 519.272.5742.
Joel Hackett is a Certified 
Arborist Residing in the 

St Mary’s Area. Spending 
most of the year running 
Joel’s Tree Service, he 
also teaches Arborculture 
during the winter at 
Lambton College. Joel 
Hackett does not assume 
any liability for any 
information in this article.

Tree Tips: The Skyrocket 
Juniper
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