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Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for Senior of the 
Week, Contact us at 284-0041 (phone), 284-0042 (fax), 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week this week is Laura 
Cruinshank, who will be turning 92 in April and has 
one son. Laura was born in Huron County and she 

has been involved in many aspects of town life 
for well over 60 years, playing the role of Queen 

Victoria, for the museum, when called upon. When 
she was younger she housed several foster kids 

over the years. She still talks of them all fondly and 
recalls each name, their likes and dislikes, with 

many pictures she loves to show. At a time when 
there wasn’t much to give she gave of herself freely. 
She also is always taking care of any strays, cats 

mostly, that are in need of shelter.

Sally Says
“Winter lies too long in 
country towns; hangs 
on until it is stale and 
shabby, old and sullen.” 
~ Willa Cather
Tomorrow is the last day 
of February. For me, the 
shortest month felt like 
the longest, with so much 
snow and snapping cold 
packed into those 28 
days. I am secretly, or 
maybe not so secretly, 
since I am writing about 
it, doing a happy dance. 
An internal happy dance 
but nevertheless. Even 
though March may be a 
cruel month as is often 
said, I will be delighted 
to turn the page on my 
calendar. I generally 
begin to feel hopeful in 
March. Surely I am not 
the only one. The worst 
of winter is behind us, 
no matter what March 
has in store for us, it 
won’t “stick”. There is 
some peace in knowing 
that. Still, this past week 
was a gruelling one with 
extreme below seasonal 
temperatures.
On Monday morning, 
my car wouldn’t start. I 
could not coax it out of 
its resting state. Hubby 
finally got it going, but 
then it would produce no 
heat. And finally, because 

why not, the windshield 
wipers would not shut 
off but kept a nice brisk 
pace as they swiped 
back and forth across my 
dry windshield. Truly, I 
needed the wipers on the 
inside of the windshield 
as there was a layer of 
thin frost on it. In the end, 
hubby had to drive me to 
work and we left my car 
on the driveway to suffer 
the cold.

“Winter weary”, along 
with “winter fatigue”, 
were expressions we 
heard a lot during last 
year’s winter. The winter 
that wouldn’t end. Both 
expressions also apply to 
the winter of 2014/2015. 
Seasonal temps this 
time of year should be 
around 1 or 2 degrees. 
Instead we are dealing 
with mornings that are 
minus 40 with the wind-
chill. Canadians are 
tough and can generally 
adapt to our winters 
without much fuss. I have 
heard my son say that 
he will wear shorts and 
flip flops up to minus 10 
degrees, after that he will 
put on something more 
appropriate. He lives in 
Alberta where the winters 
are generally pretty 
brutal, but instead we are 

having their weather and 
they ours. We get Alberta 
clippers come our way 
all the time. I have heard 
the weather person 
refer to Texas lows too. 
Whatever it is, it feels 
mildly like a Twilight Zone 
episode to me. Or Alice in 
Wonderland, where up is 
down and down is up.
Income tax season and 
spring season go hand 
in hand. I have written 
about it before, but I 
will mention again that 
the Stratford Salvation 
Army has an income tax 
program in place for low 
income individuals and 
families. Appointments 
are necessary and the 
number to call is, 519-
271-2950.
The food bank is still in 
pretty good shape and 
other than Kraft Dinner, 

which is on the decline, 
there is not an urgency 
for any one particular 
item. Thank you to all the 
generous folks out there 
who continue to drop 
off donations and who 
continue to purchase 
the brown bags at the 
Independent. The steady 
supply of food items 
coming in is helping us 
keep ahead for now.
A big thank you to our 
volunteers who have 
been doing such a 
terrific job of keeping 
things organized and 
tidy in the food bank. It 
makes packing a food 
hamper so much easier 
when everything is easily 
located.
Wishing everyone a mild, 
splendid weekend.
Blessings.

Sally Ann
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, March 1
10:30 a.m. Worship Service at St. Marys United Church (see ad on pg 22)
10:45 a.m. Living Rock Worship Service at Little Falls School (see ad on pg 22)
1:00 p.m. start, 5:00 p.m. meal, Old Tyme Jamboree at Legion (see ad on pg 21)
Monday, March 2
All Day, Pizza for Evan’s Journey at Little Caesar’s Pizza (see ad on pg 21)
6:00 p.m. Steam Whistle beer tasting at Wildstone Bar & Grill (see ad on pg 11)
7:00 p.m. Trivia Night at Parkview Creamery (see ad on pg 10)
Tuesday, March 3
6:00 p.m. Steam Whistle specials at Wildstone Bar & Grill (see ad on pg 11)
Wednesday, March 4
12:00 p.m. Deadline for submitting ads for the March 6th Independent Newspaper (see 
ad on pg 23)
12:10 p.m. Worship Service & Lenten Lunch at St. Marys United Church (see ad on pg 14)
6:00 p.m. Steam Whistle specials at Wildstone Bar & Grill (see ad on pg 11)
6:00 p.m. Kids Workout class at Bob Smibert’s Fitness Studio (see ad on pg 11)
7:30 p.m. Gardening in St. Marys 2014 Review (see ad on pg 21)
Thursday, March 5
4:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Brasserie Night at Westover Inn (see ad on pg 8)
6:00 p.m. Steam Whistle specials at Wildstone Bar & Grill (see ad on pg 11)
7:30 p.m. St. Marys Community Players “I Wanna Laugh 2!” (see ad on pg 21)
Friday, March 6
6:00 pm St. Marys Ringette Wing Nite at St. Marys Golf Club (see ad on pg 18)
6:00 p.m. Steam Whistle specials at Wildstone Bar & Grill (see ad on pg 11)
7:30 p.m. St. Marys Community Players “I Wanna Laugh 2!” (see ad on pg 21)

St. Marys Independent

SAVE TIME AND MONEY
Consider that the drive to London:
● Uses at least 80 km worth of fuel

● Takes at least an hour out of your busy day
Save money, Save time…

BY SHOPPING LOCAL



St. Marys Independent Friday, February 27, 2015 3

S.A.S.S. (STRATFORD) SUBARU
2001 Ontario St., Stratford

519-273-3116 www.stratfordsass.com
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COMMENTARY EDITORIAL

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Over a week ago I began discussions with Council regarding my desire to resign for personal 
reasons and to pursue other opportunities. I feel it would be unfair to the Town of St.Marys for 
me to continue in my current role as CAO/Clerk if I was not able to give 110% all the time”.

~ Town CAO, Kevin McLlwain, in announcing his resignation.

The
Independent
THOUGHTS

OF THE WEEK

BooBravo

*Please note all Boo’s and Bravo’s must be 
signed in order to be considered.

We have two Boos submit-
ted this week. The first one 
goes to all those who do 
not pull over for emergen-
cy vehicles. This includes 
not only the police and 
ambulance but bthe volun-
teer fire fighters when they 
have their flashers going. 
The second Boo goes to 
people who try and make 
others feel guilty for not 
getting a flu shot.

We have one Bravo submit-
ted this week and it goes 
to the staff, including the 
drive through, of Tim Hor-
tons, for the professional 
manner in which they deal 
with customers.

BOO!BRAVO!

Update the sex education curriculum for the Internet age
“Parents should be first 
educators in serious 
matters like sex education,” 
has been one of the 
rallying cries behind MPP 
Monte McNaughton’s 
campaign against the 
provincial government’s 
new Health and Physical 
Education curriculum for 
Grades 1 to 8 (and his 
concurrent campaign for 
PC leadership). Obviously, 
parents have a role to play 

– and an important one – in 
developing their kids into 
healthy adolescents and 
productive young adults. 
But Father does not always 
know best and neither does 
McNaughton.
Some conservative pundits 
that back McNaughton’s 
position say there’s no need 
for an update. They ask: 
‘How has “the birds and the 
bees” changed since the 
sex ed curriculum was last 
updated in 1998?’ Not to 
answer a question with a 
question, but, why bother 
updating recommendations 
about daily physical 
exercise? The government 

did that in 2005, but surely 
running and playing haven’t 
changed in decades – or 
have they? Rising obesity 
rates, an increasingly 
plugged-in culture, special 
accommodations for 
students with special needs 

– they’re all realities society 
and today’s schools have 
to deal with. Now think 
about it: if the Internet and 
smart phones have had an 
impact on the way Phys. Ed 
is taught, how might they 
have changed the way kids 
learn about and experience 
sexuality? In a lot of ways 
not reckoned in 1998, that’s 
how. For instance, over 10 
percent of Grade 10 and 11 
students have sent a “sext” 
on their phone.
‘But no one was consulted on 
this new curriculum! They’re 
shoving it down our throats!’ 
Some say. Not true. Ask 
anyone in Public Health and 
they’ll tell you they support 
the new curriculum, that it’s 
long overdue, and that they 
were part of an extensive 
consultation process in 
setting it up involving up-to-

date science and technical 
information. Does the 
average parent have that 
information, or time to track it 
down and vet it for accuracy?
Of course not. But the 
parents McNaughton is 
speaking for (the kind that 
came out to protest the 
curriculum at Queen’s Park 
this week) aren’t really 
concerned about science. 
They’re far more concerned 
about aspects of the 
curriculum that make them 
squeamish; things like same-
sex marriage and accepting 
students of different sexual 
orientations. They’d rather 
opt their children out of 
those discussions. Here’s 
another fact: almost two 
thirds of LGBT (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender) 
students and students with 
LGBT parents have reported 
feeling unsafe in their high 
school. Is perpetuating that 
kind of life for those students 
worth preventing the types 
of parents McNaughton 
represents from feeling a 
little squeamish? Something 
to think about…

Carpet Tiles

A GREAT “DO IT YOURSELF” 
PROJECT FOR ANY ROOM!

Reg. – $26.98/sq yd
Sale – $23.98/sq yd

665 James St. N. 
519•284•3220

THE FLOORING
AND PAINT STORE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
www.flooringandpaintstore.ca

 Like Us On Facebook: The Flooring & Paint Store A REAL LABOUR SAVER

Store Hours:
MON-FRI 9 am – 6 pm

SAT 9 am – 2 pm

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
Info@stmarysindependent.com

Phone:519-284-0041• Fax: 519-284-0042

Publisher
Stewart Grant • stew@granthaven.com

Editor in Chief
Frank Doyle • info@stmarysindependent.com

News Editor
Dan Rankin • danielkrankin@gmail.com

Designers
Randall Sauer • rsauer@evolutionwebmgmt.com

Kyle Harkes • kyle_harkes@outlook.com

Sales Representative
Ellyse Hodgson • ehodgson@stmarysindependent.com

Billing Administrator
June Grant • junegrant48@gmail.com

www.stmarysindependent.com

facebook.com/stmarysindy twitter.com/stmarysindy

Never give up. Today 
is hard, tomorrow will 
be worse, but the day 
after tomorrow will be 

sunshine.

The difference between 
stupidity and genius is 

that genius has its limits. 

If you think nothing is 
impossible, try slamming 

a revolving door. 

If you die in an elevator, 
be sure to push the Up 

button.
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2001 Ontraio Street East, Stratford, ON N5A 6S5
519-273-3119 ● www.stratfordnissan.com

Conditions may apply ● See dealer for detailsSTRATFORD
NISSAN LTD.

Nissan Regional Offers

MONTHLY LEASE≠ FROM 
$261 WITH 

$0 DOWN AT 1.99%
 APR 

FOR 60 MONTHS THAT’S LIKE PAYING ONLY 
$60◊ WEEKLY ON ROGUE S 

FWD OR 
$2,000 NO-CHARGE AWD† ON OTHER ROGUE MODELS

2015 NISSAN ROGUE®

MONTHLY LEASE≠ FROM 
$389 WITH $0 DOWN AT 2.9%

 APR FOR 

60 MONTHS THAT’S LIKE PAYING ONLY 
$90◊ WEEKLY ON PATHFINDER 

S 4X2 OR 
$2,000 NO-CHARGE AWD† ON OTHER PATHFINDER MODELS

2015 NISSAN PATHFINDER®

$10,000 OFF ON A LEASE

2014 NISSAN TITAN®

0.99%
± APR FINANCING FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS ON JUKE SV FWD 

M6 OR 
$2,180 NO-CHARGE AWD† ON OTHER JUKE MODELS

2015 NISSAN JUKE®

STARTING FROM 
$29,998** + 1,884 FREIGHT & FEES 

WHICH MEANS YOU PAY 
$31,882◊ ON MURANO S FWD

2015 NISSAN MURANO®
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WORD SCRAMBLE

~Word Search~FAMOUS ACTRESSES

All that kids (12 & under) have to do is unscramble the word 
correctly and bring this form with their name and phone number 
to The St. Marys Independent by Wednesday at noon, and are 

then automatically in a draw with a chance to win a
MYSTERY PRIZE!

THIS WEEK’S WORD CLUE: ANGELA ________ 
VOICED MRS. POTTS

Y U R B S L A N
_________________________

NAME:__________________ PHONE:_____________ AGE:____

Riddles
If you drop a white hat into the 
Red Sea, what does it become?

Wet.

What kind of dress can’t be 
worn?

Address.

Why did the girl throw the butter 
out the window?

She wanted to see a butterfly.

What has legs but doesn’t walk?
A bed.

What’s green and flies as fast as 
a speeding bullet?

Super Pickle

What do envelopes say when you 
lick them?

Nothing, it shuts them up

What kind of table has no legs.
A multiplication table.

What kind of band can’t play 
music?

A rubber band.

What’s 182 feet tall and made 
out of pepperoni and cheese?
The leaning tower of Pizza.

N S A N D R A B U L L O C K O

O A I N G R I D B E R G M A N

R S M T E L S N I W E T A K Z

E M R T H I L A R Y S W A N K

H A W X R D I A N E L A N E O

T D E I L O J A N I L E G N A

E A N R U B P E H Y E R D U A

Z Y G L H C N E D I D U J K P

I M T S T T A W I M O A N H Y

L A Y P E E R T S L Y R E M Y

R O L Y A T H T E B A Z I L E

A G W Y N E T H P A L T R O W

H J O D I E F O S T E R A G U

C J U L I A R O B E R T S N N

I C C U L L E B A C I N O M L

Meryl Streep
Ingrid Bergman

Jodie Foster
Elizabeth Taylor

Kate Winslet
Hilary Swank

Naomi Watts
Natalie Portman
Charlize Theron

Diane Lane
Julia Roberts

Gwyneth Paltrow

Judi Dench
Monica Bellucci
Angelina Jolie
Sandra Bullock

Amy Adams
Audrey Hepburn

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

PET OF THE WEEK

All Sizes Welcome
Complete Grooms
Teeth Cleaning

Nails Medicated Baths
Skunk/Flea Baths

Cats Welcome
Kennels with 

In-FloorHeating
Daycare

Vacation Stays

JAY & JULIE PELLIZZARI
R.R. #6 ST. MARYS (RANNOCH), ON N4X 1C8

519-280-4754
LDGROOMINGANDKENNELS @HOTMAIL.COM

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” 

OWNER YOU HAVE WON
50% OFF ONE GROOMING

(dog or cat only) Call for an appointment!

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 284-0041.

The

Of The Week

Presents

Riddle Kid

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears
in the paper gets a FREE MILKSHAKE

at the Sunset Diner!

He was lucky it 

was a soft drink

Did you hear about 

the guy who got hit 

with a can of soda?

Brooke Hahn (4)
Our pets of the week this week are 
“Boo”, 8 months and “Sophia”, 1 ½ 

years old, who are both Shih Tzu’s and 
are “rescued dogs” from Stratford and 

their proud owner is Brenda Yates.
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Born: Cuba Age: 13
School: Holy Name Grade: 8

Favourite subject: Math
Favourite past-time: Soccer

Favourite teacher: Mrs. Hain
Favourite artist: AC/DC
Ambition: To be a lawyer

The teen of the week receives a 
Slice and Pop from Godfather’s

Present the
and The St. Marys Independent

Teen of 
The Week

Renato Duran

519-284-0900

A.N.A.F. UNit 265
23 WelliNgtoN St. N.

2015 Elimination Draw Tickets
available at bar

Meat Draws every Friday

PAINTING & DECORATING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Painting  • Caulking
• Dust free sanding  • Floor painting
• Airless spraying • Decorative painting
• Drywall repair  • Staining

Let Us Colour
YOUR

HOME!

Registered, licensed, insured

www.evpaintingdecorating.com
Email: e.voermans@outlook.com

Call for FREE ESTIMATES 519-274-1202

Maple Syrup Festival
March Weekends Starting

Saturday, March 7 - Sunday, March 29
Maple Pancake Brunch, 

Wagon Ride, Barn & Sugar Shack Tour

Spring Break Walking Tours
Mar. 16 - 20, starting from the store at 10 a.m.

$3.00

Preserve of the month:

Fruit Jam

●  Cut each chicken thigh in half (or each breast 
into quarters).

●  In large bowl, whisk together oil, vinegar, 
maple syrup, lemon juice, garlic, salt and 
pepper. Add chicken; turn to coat. Cover 
and marinate in refrigerator for 4 hours.

●  Onto skewers, alternately thread chicken 
and green pepper. Place on greased grill 
over medium-high heat; close lid and grill, 
turning once, until juices run clear for 
thighs, about 12 minutes, or until no longer 
pink inside for breasts, about 18 minutes. 
(Or broil kabobs, 6 inches/15 cm from heat, 
turning once, until golden brown and juices 
run clear for thighs, about 8 minutes, or until 
no longer pink inside for breasts, about 12 
minutes.)

8 boneless skinless 
McCully’s chicken 
thighs or 4 boneless 

skinless chicken breasts
2 tbsp (30 mL) extra-

virgin olive oil
2 tbsp (30 mL) balsamic 

vinegar
2 tbsp (30 mL) McCully’s 

maple syrup
1 tbsp (15 mL) lemon 

juice
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/4 tsp (1 mL) each salt 

and pepper
1 sweet green pepper, cut 
into inch (2.5 cm) pieces

Balsamic Chicken Kabobs
Ingredients

Preparation

Open Saturdays in February
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

www.mccullys.ca 519-284-2564

Artisan Crafters Market

519-284-0433Little Falls
Tuesday – Saturday

10am – 5pm

Your headquarters for 18” doll 
clothes and accessories

THANK YOU!
TO OUR LOCAL AND AREA

CUSTOMERS FOR A GREAT YEAR!
Over 150 lOcal 

craft/artisan 
prOducts

Cribbage Tournament
Saturday March 21st at 1:00 pm
REGISTRATION AT NOON

TO ALL MEMBERS:
MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE
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Our Business of the 
Week is the Wildstone 
Bar & Grill, located in the 
Stone Willow Inn at 940 
Queen Street East in St. 
Marys. The reason we’ve 
turned to them this week 
is because, beginning 
this Monday, March 2 and 
continuing throughout the 
month of March, Wild-
stone is holding its first 
ever Craft Beer Festival.
From 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
for the next four Mondays, 
a different representative 
from a fine Ontario craft 
brewery will be on hand 
offering samples at the 
Wildstone. The first craft 
brewery represented will 
be Steam Whistle, based 
in Toronto. “They’ll be 
here and they’re bring-
ing beer to sample and 
other giveaways, every-
body will be dressed in 
branded gear and we’ll be 
offering recipes and menu 
features all week featur-
ing Steam Whistle beer,” 
said food and beverage 
manager Rhonda Klein. 
Those featured menu 
items will carry on all 
week, with Steam Whistle 
Pilsner available at the 

bar for all of March. “Also, 
all week long, people can 
enter to win a prize from 
Steam Whistle with no 
purchase necessary.”
Next up will be Flying 
Monkeys Craft Brew-
ery, with sampling tak-
ing place March 9 and 
its themed week running 
March 9 – March 14, fol-
lowed by Railway City 
Brewing Company March 
16 – March 21, and Mill 
Street Brewery March 23 
to March 28.
Up for grabs from Steam 
Whistle will be a vintage 
wall beer opener, Klein 
said. The other brewer-
ies taking part will also all 
be bringing prizes. “The 

Mill Street prize later this 
week will be a vintage 
cooler, she said. “Every 
Saturday night in March 
at 8:00 pm we’ll draw for 
that week’s prize,” said 
Klein.
The reason to hold a fes-
tival like this, Klein said, 
was to inject a little life into 
the normally “blah” month 
of March. “We thought 
March needs some life,” 
she said. “So this festival 
was a brain storm that 
took on a life of its own. 
When I started contacting 
craft breweries, they were 
excited to be a part of it 
and they’re bringing far 
above and beyond what 
I had hoped they’d bring.”

Klein said she also in-
tends to use the response 
patrons give regarding 
the different craft beers 
as a guide for the beers 
Wildstone carries this 
spring and summer. “We’ll 
see what people like, and 
if people love something 
we’ll feature it all season,” 
she said.
Wildstone Bar & Grill is 
open 11:30 am to 9:00 
pm Monday to Thursday 
and 11:30 am to 10:00 pm 
Fridays and Saturdays. 
They’re closed Sundays, 
but available to be booked 
for private functions. For 
more information, visit 
StoneWillow.com, or call 
519-284-4140.

Independent 
Shorts

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK
Wildstone Bar & Grill

Magnolia is a large genus, 
which includes about 
210 flowering plant spe-
cies. The most common 
Magnolia in this area, is 
commonly known as the 
Japanese Magnolia. The 
Japanese Magnolia is 
properly referred to in Lat-
in as Magnolia Liliiflora. 
This tree is very well know, 
and is commonly seen 
even in movies, such as 

“The Last Samurai,” which 
featured Tom Cruise as 
the main actor.

Though all trees flower in 
one way or another, the 
Japanese Magnolia is 
normally the second ob-
vious flowering tree of the 
season. The Japanese 
Magnolia has a large pink 
and white flower, which 
normally blooms a week 
after the Red Bud Tree 
blooms. It is a moderately 
fast growing tree, and can 
be found in different sizes 
from a small shrub, up to 
25 ft. tall and 30 ft. wide.
This species of Magnolia 
tree is normally fairly low 
maintenance, and when 
placed it the proper horti-
cultural conditions. The 
Japanese Magnolia tree 
should be planted in full 
sun or partial shade. It 
prefers moist soil, but one 
should be careful not to 

place it somewhere that 
gets flooded or water-
logged.
The number one problem 
that is commonly seen 
with this tree is Magnolia 
scale. An insect pest that 
forms lumpy and messy 
colonies all over the 
leaves. This is normally 
treated by spraying the 
tree with horticultural oil.
If you have a question, 
you can email me at jts-
quote@gmail.com, and 
I will respond either by 

email or in a future arti-
cle. If you would like me 
to come and assess one 
of your trees, you can call 
me at 519-272-5742.
Joel Hackett is a Certified 
Arborist Residing in the 
St Mary’s Area. Spend-
ing most of the year run-
ning Joel’s Tree Service, 
he also teaches Arbor-
culture during the winter 
at Lambton College.
Joel Hackett does not as-
sume any liability for any 
information in this article.

● (Thames Centre, ON) – On February 23 The 
Middlesex County Ontario Provincial Police re-
sponded to the scene of a sudden death. At ap-
proximately 2:02 p.m. the Middlesex County OPP 
were dispatched to a residential property in the 
6000 block of Cobble Hills Road. A 53 year old 
male from Thames Centre, Ontario, had been cut-
ting down a tree. The large tree fell and struck the 
male. The victim suffered fatal injuries, and was 
pronounced dead at the scene. He has been iden-
tified as Garnett Smith. Foul play is not suspected.
● March 1 is St. David’s Day, which celebrates St. 
David, the Patron Saint of Wales believed to have 
died in the year 589. He is credited with founding 
several churches and a monastery in Wales and 
eventually became an archbishop. Though not a 
public holiday, many communities in the United 
Kingdom recognize the celebration with parades 
and other special programs. The Welsh flag, which 
features a red dragon on a white and green back-
ground, is flown proudly and many people pin daf-
fodils or leeks to their clothes.
● The big winners at the 87th Academy Awards last 
Sunday were Birdman and The Grand Budapest 
Hotel,which both took home four Oscars. Awards 
won by Birdman, starring Michael Keaton and di-
rected by Alejandro González Iñárritu, included 
Best Picture, Best Director, Best Cinematography 
and Best Original Screenplay. The Grand Buda-
pest Hotel, directed by Wes Anderson, won Best 
Costume Design, Best Makeup, Best Production 
Design, and Best Original Score.

Tree Tips: The Magnolia Tree

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
www.mccotterlawoffice.com

stephen@mccotterlawoffice.com

ML McCOTTER 
LAW OFFICE

50 Water St. S., St. Marys
226-661-5297 519-284-2840

Stephen McCotter
“Since moving my business to St. 

Marys, I have been overwhelmed by the 
positive response of the community 
to my advertisement in the St. Marys 

Independent paper!”
~ Katherine Ballantyne, RMT, Stonetown Chiropractic & Wellness Centre

St. Marys Independent
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In Ontario, the idea of helping 
farmers know what to say when 
telling their stories to the media 
and the public first took off in the 
late 1990s in the pork industry. 
Since then, it’s spread across 
the country into many other sec-
tors of agriculture, leading to the 
creation of organizations such 
as the Farm and Food Care 
Foundation in Ontario and Sas-
katchewan. With recent studies 
showing less than 3 percent 
of Canadians farm and under 
10 percent say they know a lot 
about farming, the importance 
of conversations between farm-
ers and consumers about food 
and farming are more important 
than ever.
In a recent “webinar” presented 
by Farm and Food Care Can-
ada and Ag More Than Ever 
(viewable on their YouTube 
channel, titled “How to talk to 
consumers about ag and food”), 
communications manager Kelly 
Daynard gave an abbreviated 
version of the day-long “Speak 
Up” team training course that 
has been taken by hundreds 
of farmers across Canada over 
the last 10 years.

“We’re a whole-sector approach 
to telling a story about food and 
farming,” she said, speaking 
from Guelph. “Our common goal 
is to build trust and confidence 
in food and farming. The Farm 
and Food Care Foundation is a 
national charity with a mandate 
to enhance public trust and con-
fidence in food and farming. We 
have a national board of direc-
tors from across the country that 

works on issues of relevance to 
the whole country.”
Since forming, they have 
trained hundreds of farmers 
across Ontario, she said. “I’ve 
also been invited to speak to 
egg producers in Alberta, beef 
farmers in BC, potato growers 
in PEI, aquaculture producers 
in the Maritimes, and it’s re-
warding and exciting to know 
that this ‘speak up’ concept has 
gone coast to coast and been a 
real success.
Daynard provided an overview 
of who the average Canadian 
consumer is, what they know 
about farming and how they 
think about food. According to 
a 2012 study of 1,200 non-farm-
ing Canadians, over 45 percent 
of those surveyed said they 
knew “very little” or “nothing” 
about Canadian farming prac-
tices. “They are educated, but 
not informed,” she said. “They 
don’t know farmers or what they 
do. They get their information 
from the media and the Internet.” 
So, they’re scared of everything 
from wheat to red meat, GMOs, 
fat, sugar, chemicals and corpo-
rations.
However, according the study, 
farmers rank highly in credibility, 
behind only professionals such 
as university professors and 
veterinarians when it comes to 
speaking about issues such as 
animal welfare and food safety. 
Also, since 2006, the overall 
impression of Canadian agri-
culture has improved, with the 
percentage of responders hav-

ing a positive impression of the 
industry improving by 36 per-
cent in that time; those with a 
negative impression decreased 
by 53 percent. The most popu-
lar reasons for why people have 
positive impressions of Cana-
dian agriculture include the be-
lief that Canadian food is well-
inspected and safety-controlled, 
that Canadian farmers are ethi-
cal, and that Canadian farmers 
are better off financially than 
farmers in other countries, she 
said.
Next, Daynard covered ques-
tion and answer techniques 
for farmers, as well as sugges-
tions on how to deal with diffi-
cult people and conversations. 

“You need to do a strong critical 
analysis of who you are and 
what your strengths are before 
you embark on that speak up 
initiative,” she said. “You need 
to know your strengths and ac-
knowledge your weaknesses.” 
Are you good at public speaking 
or better at writing? Have you 
got a good memory for facts 
and stats? Would you be com-
fortable talking to the media?
When in conversation with the 
public, Daynard suggested in-
viting discussion while avoiding 
debate, keeping a positive at-
titude and body language, and 
finding out what your audience 
knows and is concerned about. 
Other tips included avoiding jar-
gon and industry terms, and us-
ing specific personal examples. 

“Never guess,” she said. “And if 
you don’t know the answer, re-
fer them to someone more ap-

propriate.”
In the event that you’re talking to 
the media about a real problem, 
she emphasized the importance 
of showing you care, accepting 
responsibility and not trying to 
deflect blame to another farm-
ing commodity or operation. 

“Explain what you’re doing to 
ensure it never happens again,” 
she said.
Referencing the #farm365 
hashtag started by Ontario 
farmer Andrew Campbell on 
Twitter, she encouraged farm-
ers to remember who their tar-
get audience is. “You’re talking 
to that average Canadian who 
does want to know more about 
you and what you do,” she said. 

“Not that small percentage of 
people who will not agree with 
you or anything you do… The 
farmers that have been par-
ticipating in the #farm365 move-
ment have been doing an amaz-
ing job of telling their stories and 
not letting activists railroad their 
talks and presentations. That 
movement has a lot of potential 
for greatness.”
Farm and Food Care Ontario 
celebrated its third anniversary 
on New Year’s Day, while a 
Saskatchewan branch of the 
organization began this past 
December. “We’re hoping that 
in another five years or so we’ll 
see Farm and Food Care type 
organizations across Canada,” 
she said.
For more information and re-
sources, visit AgMoreThanEver.
ca or FarmFoodCare.org.

THIS WEEK IN AGRICULTURE

Market Prices Sponsored by

695 Levitt Street Granton, ON Canada N0M 1V0

(Cash bids as of Thursday, 5:30 p.m.)

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop – $4.59
New Crop – $4.54

SOYBEANS
Old Crop – $12.17
New Crop – $11.58

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop – $6.21
New Crop – $5.75

New YouTube Webinar gives media tips for farmers

Your Garage Door and Opener Specialists
Spring, Cable and Opener Repairs

Locally Owned and operated
by Darcy Robertson

519-284-4784

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

Call today for a No Obligation Free Estimate
www.stonetowndoortech.com
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Across
1. ............ Characterized by too much haste
5............. Apparatus for weaving fabrics
9. ........... Abound or swarm
13. .......... Connoisseur of wine: ______phile
14. .......... Praise highly, eulogize
16. .......... Southern vegetable used in gumbo (variant spelling)
17. .......... Port city in northwestern Algeria
18. .......... Story, tale, deed or exploit
19. .......... Particle; bit; jot - as in : “I care not a ____”
20. ......... Village north-west of St. Marys
22. ......... Village nearer St. Marys than 20 Across
24. ......... Lioness in Born Free
25.  ........ Spouse
26. ......... ______ and eggs
29. ......... Uncanny, weird
34. ......... Islet, key
37. ......... Court a beau
38. ......... Period before Christmas
39. ......... Time past: days or knights of _____
40. ......... Mountain range in South America
42. ......... Race in Tolkien’s Middle Earth
43. ......... Workshop of someone who forges objects of iron
45. .........  Doff one’s ___; idiomatically speaking, you might wear 

more than one
46. ......... A.A. Milne character who is a friend of Winnie
47. ......... Wireless telegraphy: there’s AM and FM
48. ......... Billiards term
50.  ........ Beware! The Nigerian Prince line is one, for example
52. ......... Air pollution
56. ......... Town west of St. Marys
60. ......... Village south-east of St. Marys
63. ......... An actor will audition for one in a play
64. .........  A minor part played by a prominent performer; also, an 

engraved stone
66. .........  Persian word for free, or a German rapper of Kurdish 

descent
67. ......... Towards a large body of water
68. ......... To decorate, as by ornaments
69. ......... To set right, repair
70........... Encounter, or become acquainted
71........... Paquin or Nicole Smith, among others
72. ......... Nick and Nora’s dog in The Thin Man

Down
1. ............ Crow across the “pond”, or a chess piece
2. ........... Lofty place where an eagle nests
3............. A tangle, as of thread, hair or wire
4. ........... Cries of a goose
5............. Toy building brick; Company based in Denmark
6. ........... A pair of draft bovines
7. ............ Estonian opera singer, 1920-1975
8. ........... Brand of ibuprofen
9. ........... St. Marys is Stone ____
10. .......... ____-Tech Machine & Tool Ltd., St. Marys
11. .......... Clapton or Idle, among others
12. .......... School subject, shortened form
15. ..........  To thumb the pages of a magazine. It’s also a part of a 

plant
21. ......... A bill, as for a meal in a restaurant
23. ......... Requirement
25. ......... Place near 20 Across
27. ......... Far, apart - from this or that place
28. ......... Swindle, trick
30. ......... At any time, continuously
31. .........  “The Biggest Little City in the World” famous for its 

casinos
32. ......... A preposition
33. ......... Extra Terrestrials
34. ......... State of prolonged unconsciousness
35. ......... Extremely dry, parched
36. ......... Abominable Snowman
38. ......... With reference or regard to
39. .........  Two-time Chief Minister of the Indian State of Andhra 

Pradesh, popularly known by his initials
41. ......... Hearing organ
44. .........  A multitude of persons or things; the wafer consecrated in 

the celebration of the Eucharist
48. ......... Our country
49. ......... The Microsoft Network
51. ......... _____ Cola
53. ......... Town in southwest Tanzania
54. ......... Seeps
55. ......... Stewart ______ of this newspaper
56. ......... Metric unit of weight
57.  ........ Sweet smelling flower given at Valentine’s
58.  ........ Nautical away from the wind
59. ......... In orderly condition
60. .........  Part of typeface projecting beyond its body, as in certain 

italic letters
61. ......... Island in the Inner Hebrides
62.  ........ Ancient Icelandic literature
65. ......... Day of the week (abbreviation)

St. Marys Independent Crossword
By Sylvia Anderson

Submit your answers for a chance to win a 
$25 gift certificate for Rianna’s Restaurant
See the answers in next week’s Independent

Aggressive, difficult dogs 
welcome.

● Muzzle free
● Crate free

● One on one
RON BAILEY

General Manager
Box 310, 75 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B2

Tel: 519-349-2130 Fax: 519-349-2626

Come out to the Creamery Monday nights
at 7 pm for weekly quiz night!

Weekend Quiz
Sponsored by

This week’s answers are found on pg. 23

1. Which US state is named on the label of a Jack 
Daniels bottle?

2. How many feet are there in a fathom?
3. Who was president of Vietnam from 1945-54?
4. What type of animal was inside Sputnik 2 when 

launched into orbit in 1957?
5. What are the first names of English novelist G K 

Chesterton?
6. A couple celebrating their crystal wedding 

anniversary have been married for how many 
years?

7. The song Luck be a Lady features in which 
musical?

8. In the human body what is the hallux?
9. Port Said is in which North African country?
10. What is the name of Moe’s pet cat in the cartoon 

show The Simpsons?

*Sudoku*
Medium difficulty rating

Solutions on page 23
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Continued from page 1

Craft Beer Festival during the Month of March 2015

Join us in celebrating Craft Beers with an introduction to a new 
Craft Brewery each week!
We will start each Monday with an introduction to a new Craft 
Brewery with a Beer Tasting starting at 6 p.m.
All week we will offer special menu items using our feature beer as 
a key ingredient and chances to win promotional giveaways.
Draws for Prizes will take place Saturday of each week at 8 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you. Cheers!

March 2nd to March 7th ............. Steam Whistle

March 9th to March 14th ............ Flying Monkeys Craft Brewery

March 16th to March 21st .......... Railway City Brewing Company

March 23rd to March 28th .......... Mill St. Brewery

Laughter is the Best Medicine 
for SMCP Improv troupe

Everyone has heard the 
saying “Laughter is the Best 
Medicine,” but now local 
improv workshop leader Li-
ane Gregory-Sterritt and her 
new crop of “Laugh & Learn 
2” graduates are determined 
to prove it. At the Town Hall 
Theatre on March 5, 6 and 
7, their Graduation Celebra-
tion shows entitled “I Wanna 
Laugh 2” will be providing 
some big time laugh-medi-
cine.
This year is the St. Marys 
Community Players’ second 
foray into improv comedy, af-
ter a very successful launch 
last winter. “It was a no-brain-
er that we should bring it back 
this year, because last year 
was so successful for every-
one involved,” said producer 
Maggie Whitcroft.
So, the call went out in De-

cember to anyone interested 
in signing up for the Improv 
Comedy course and, once 
again, 12 brave souls signed 
up to learn the techniques. 
Soon, they’ll be putting their 
new skills to the test in front of 
a live audience.  When asked 
how her students are feeling 
about the upcoming shows, 
Gregory-Sterritt smiles. “It’s a 
delightfully exciting mixture of 
amazing pluckiness and utter 
terror!” she said.  “Just imag-
ine: these folks, from their 
mid-twenties to mid-seven-
ties, are taking on one of the 
biggest challenges of their 
lives.  If public speaking is 
a number one fear, then just 
imagine getting up in front of 
an audience – with no script 

– and creating laughs on the 
spot.”
So, where do they find the 

courage?  Where do they 
find the laughs? The same 
place, according to Gregory-
Sterritt. “It’s all in the team-
work,” she said. “Pure and 
simple. Teamwork.” Her 
techniques are more like 
coach-to-team than teacher-
to-student.  “They all rely on 
each other,” she said. “It’s a 
great thing that develops over 
the months of training.”  And 
who are these people tak-
ing on this challenge?  “Sur-
prisingly, the folks who are 
drawn to this course aren’t 
the ones that are loaded with 
self-confidence about their 
comic abilities,” she said. 

“They’re really just your av-
erage Joes (and Jills) - your 
next-door-neighbours - who 
are pretty nervous about tak-
ing the course but are ready 
to toss themselves into the 
unknown.”
Graduating Performers in-
clude Rob Anderson, Kate 
Gregg, Joe Kerr, Andrew 
Middleton, Brian Moore, Fern 
Pridham, Pat Rolston, David 
Rothbauer, Romayne Smith-
Fullerton, Joan Swiderski and 
Don Van Galen.

“We have tons of laughs in 
class!” she said. “If laughter 
is the best medicine, then 
we’ve all had our full dosage 
many times over!” Interested 
in getting some laugh-medi-
cine during this cold winter? 
And cheering on your next-
door-neighbours? Get on 
over to the Town Hall for your 
‘shot in the arm.’
“I Wanna Laugh 2” takes place 
at the Town Hall Theatre at 
8:00 pm on Thursday, March 
5, Friday, March 6 and Sat-
urday, March 7. Tickets are 
$5 for the Thursday preview 
and $10 Friday and Satur-
day. There will be a licensed 
bar. Tickets will be available 
at the door and online at St-
MarysCommunityPlayers.ca.

St. Marys Community Players Improv Workshop group; Front row, 
from left, are: Joe Kerr, Romayne Smith-Fullerton and instructor Li-
ane Gregory-Sterritt. Middle row: Don Van Galen, Joan Swederski, 
Pat Rolston and Brian Moore. Back row: Kate Gregg, David Roth-
bauer, Rob Anderson, Andrew Middleton and Fern Pridham.

CAO McLlwain resigns, Grant 
appointed interim

Marys”.
As a result of these 
changes, the Budget 
meeting schedule for 
February 26th is post-
poned until March 10th, 
until the Interim CAO/
Clerk is in place. The 
COTW Day 1 meeting 
is cancelled and will be 

combined with COTW 
Day 2 on March 17th.
In a vote on Thursday, 
the employees of the 
Town’s Public Works De-
partment vote to decertify 
from being union mem-
bers of CUPE. In a vote 
that was supervised by 
Town and Union staff, the 
vote was unanimous for 
those eligible to vote.

 

The friends of the
library has a FREE

Welcome Package for 
you to pick up at the 

library!

• Gifts + MORE• Maps 
• Coupons • Local Services

St. Marys Public Library, 
15 Church St.

519-284-3346
Say You Saw It In The

St. Marys Independent
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The window on the left is a 
Double window with Low-E 
Argon. The one on the right 
is a standard Double win-
dow, before 2000.
The lighter the image, the 

more heat is escaping… 
the more of your money is 
needlessly escaping.
Everyday, every year, at an 
increasing amount.

The difference between 
a run-of-the-mill ‘Energy 
Star’, Double Low-E Argon 
window and a Triple Win-
dow with Krypton Gas and 
Offset Technology is even 
more stark.
In the coming weeks, we’ll 
be doing imaging of our in-
stallations – that is, Triple 
Windows with Krypton Gas 
and Offset Technology – 
versus others.
For a limited time, with ev-
ery free window estimate 

- we’ll provide thermal im-
aging of your windows.

Windows are Energy Sink Holes

Windows – as you may 
know – are where much 
heat escapes your home.
The colder it is, the more 
windows you have… the 
bigger the heat loss.
But we need windows, for 
our sanity if nothing else.
In fact, one trend in 
architecture is to design 
smaller windows!
With the rising cost of 
heating your home, heat 
loss through windows is 
a forever thing. Well, until 
now that is.

Today you can get 
Triple windows or even 
Quadruple windows. 
Adding Krypton Gas and 
Offset Technology can 
give you an insulation 
value or R-Value up to 
12! This is a window that 
insulates like a wall.
If you got your windows 
AFTER 2000, you may 
have Low-E coating and 
Argon Gas doing the 
insulating.
And your windows should 
still be looking good. But 
what if the Argon Gas has 

leaked out?
Or what if they forgot to 
put it in? Both are unlikely 
but a surprising number of 
people opted for Double 
windows with no Low-E 
coating or Argon Gas.
How can you 
measure your window 
performance today?
I mean, it was hard 
enough going through 
all that window mumbo-
jumbo when you replaced 
your windows.
One way is Thermal 
Imaging.

First off, how do you know you are losing heat?
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WWW.SHACKLETONS.COM

MLS Real Estate Brokerage
162 Queen St. E., St. Marys 284-4322 Stratford 271-2646

Web: www.shackletons.com E-mail: shack@shackletons.ca
* Sales Representative, **Administration, ***Broker of Record

Perfect for a young family. This 4 bed-
room semi-detached bungalow with at-
tached garage has a great layout and con-
struction is about to begin. Central air, 
maple kitchen, ceramic floors, carpet and 
laminate flooring and a 12ft x 10ft pres-
sure treated deck. This home offers the 
parents an ensuite bath in their master 
bedroom. Be first to select your colours 
and finishes.

91 Edison Street, St. Marys

MLS 357259 $ 241,900

This excellent 3 bedroom family 
homes offers second floor laun-
dry, master bedroom with ensuite, 
large kitchen with eating bar, tile 
and laminate floor throughout 
main floor and central air. Con-
struction in nearing completion!

82 Edison Street, St.Marys

MLS 757390 $ 234,900

Chris Lang*
519-801-0291

Lorraine Shackleton*
519-284-4322

Brent Shackleton***
519-275-0762

Mike Shackleton*
519-801-8160

Gerry Lang*
519-801-0333

Shannon Cook**
519-271-2646

Pam Vernooy*
519-949-3555

This well kept and spacious brick ranch style 
home on 139.17 x 115.50 ft lot offers a double 
car attached garage, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
main floor laundry and large rooms through-
out. Eat in kitchen with walk out to the private 
deck and yard (will be great for entertaining). 
New gas fireplace, new windows, new roof, 
new carpet. Lower level offers a finished fam-
ily room, office/games room, bedroom and 
a large utility area and cold room. Close to 
Exeter, St. Marys, Mitchell and London! This 
home is ready for you to move in!

5988 Kirk Ave, Kirkton

MLS 341384 $ 294,500

CAREER OPPORTUNITY!
We are looking for intelligent, resourceful, enthusiastic 
and focused Real Estate Sales Representatives to join our 
team. Enjoy the benefits of a small office and we can 
offer you a flexible and rewarding career. If you would 
like the opportunity to succeed in a career that keeps 
growing with the communities around us please contact 
Brent Shackleton (Broker of Record) in confidence.

Ph: (519) 271-2646, Email: shack@shackletons.ca.

ENJOY PRIVATE BACK YARD FROM YOUR DECK

KEEP WARM & COZY LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!

26 Homefield Court
Stunning brick bungalow built in 2012 
on a landscaped lot backing onto 
a park. The fenced yard & recently 
planted trees adorn the private back 
yard. 3 bedrooms, gleaming cherry 
hardwood floors & master bedroom 
with ensuite bath. Close to schools, 
PRC, & Hwy 7. So if you like to sit on 
your deck overlooking your private 
back yard, call me today!

MLS #579515
$319,900

This warm & cozy home features a 
beautiful floor to ceiling stone fireplace 
in the living room. Very charming with 3 
bedrooms & plenty of space. Cheerful eat-
in kitchen & main floor laundry. Private well 
treed back yard & large deck. Downtown 
location. If you want to come home to a 
toasty warm fireplace, call me today!

Excellent location easily whisks you to St. 
Marys, Exeter, Stratford, London, Mitchell 
or Grand Bend. An ideal large building 
lot in the quiet hamlet of Woodham. Well 
treed, ideal setting on a paved road 
off main highway. If you’re dreaming 
of building a country home this is the 
location! Call me today for details.

MLS #341814 $199,900 MLS #314907 $74,900

a - b Realty Ltd., Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated
Office 519-284-4720

194 Queen St. W., St. Marys

Maggie Whitcroft 
Sales Representative
ABR, ASA
Mobile: 519-301-6771
www.maggiewhitcroft.ca

137 Wellington St. S. 5983 Line 6 Woodham
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www.stmarysrealestate.ca
ST. MARYS AREA AND ACROSS CANADA WWW.REALTOR.CA

The o�  ce with the most combined years of Real Estate experience in St. Marys
Each o�  ce is an Independently Owned and Operated Member Broker of Coldwell Banker A�  liates of Canada.

FERN PRIDHAM
Broker 519-274-2885

SHIRLEY NEAR
Broker 519-274-4879

STAN FRASER
Sales Rep.519-272-7836

MARTY THOMSON
Sales Rep.519-318-7584

JULIEN POLIDORO
Sales Rep. 519-949-2264

DAVID FORSTER
Sales Rep. 519-949-0501

BONNIE INNES
Administrator 2013RON MORRISON

Broker of Record 519-272-7666

HOMEFIELD REALTY ST.MARYS BROKERAGE 519-284-2381

We never stop moving™
 150 Queen St. E., Box 699 St. Marys, ON N4X 1B4.

Independently owned and operated

One of St. Marys most beautiful and 
stately homes. Enjoy the unique sunroom, 
fi replaces, and large stone patio area. 
This family home has 4 bedrooms to fi ll. 
Perfect rooms to showcase your antiques. 
Professionally landscaped yard.

MLS 177092 $499,900

398 QUEEN ST. E.

Very tidy bungalow with lots of recent 
upgrades. 3 or more bedrooms. Under the 
snow is a large private, fenced backyard 
with patio, and lots of rooms for the kids 
to play. 1 1/2 car detached garage. Newer 
siding on home and garage. Move in ready!

MLS 728258 $234,900

24 BROCK ST. S.

50 acre farm, 38 workable, bush, trails 
and creek. Paved road near Prospect 
Hill and Elginfi eld Rd. 4 bedrooms, 
fi eldstone f/p, 3 baths. 5000 sq. ft barn, 
radiant heat available

4956 WHALEN LINE

MLS 656225 $850,000

Well cared for brick bungalow on a double lot. 
Nicely laid out main fl oor with 2 bedrooms, 
but could be a 4 bedroom home. Lg. kitchen, 
sunroom addition, m/f laundry, double attached 
garage. Family room and games room.

1869 MARY ST. KIRKTON

MLS 490663 $289,900

Larger than it looks! Consider what 
you could do with this 5 bedroom, 
3 bath, 2 kitchen, 2 living room 
home. On a large lot in a mature 
neighborhood. Detached insulated 
garage with an addition.
MLS 216677 $269,900

145 WELLINGTON ST. N.
Private 1 acre country property just west 
of town. 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath split level 
open concept home. Rear deck with hot 
tub. ½ acre can be severed off. Includes 2 
sheds, green house, appliances

1804/1806 PERTH RD. 139

MLS 154944 $399,000

3 plus 2 raised bungalow near schools 
and rec centre. Hardwood and cork 
fl ooring. Rec room, games room. Lg. 
double garage. New shingles, newer 
windows.

MLS 589575 $274,500

37 MEADOWRIDGE DR.
Lots of character and updates in this 
solid 3 bedroom home. Fantastic custom 
kitchen. Newer roof, wiring, furnace 
and A/C. Rebuilt front porch. Enjoy 
the rear covered patio area overlooking 
your large and private backyard.

240 QUEEN STREET W.

MLS 343520 $239,900

Popular, Semi detached. Finished 
family room. 3 bedrooms, 2 ½ 
baths. Deck. Large backyard. 
Good value here.

MLS 673518 $195,900

117 SOUTHVALE RD.

MLS 713271 $239,900

639 QUEEN ST W.
Give the kids lots of outdoor space to play. 
Open concept 3 bedroom raised bungalow 
on a lg. lot on the outskirts of town. 
Newer roof and some updated fl ooring. 
Garage or workshop – your choice! Catch 
a summer breeze on either of the 2 decks 
and enjoy your country view.

Spacious fl oor plan and freshly 
decorated.  Many updates including 
h/e gas furnace, windows, steel roof, 
and fl ooring. Three bedrooms with 
den. Private back yard and an inviting 
front porch.

MLS 580965 $201,000

559 JONES ST. E.

Like new raised Bungalow with 
4 - 5 bedrooms, open concept 
with grand kitchen, 3 bedrooms & 
main fl oor laundry. Family room, 2 
bedrooms and bathroom downstairs.

MLS 621733 $329,000

16 MILLSON CRES

MLS 843199 $304,900

Motivated sellers have reduced the price on this 
well-cared for side split. Situated on a very large, 
park-like lot. Family room with g/fi replace. Popular 
‘ walk out’ basement. Many upgrades including 
kitchen, windows, and furnace. Double garage and 
lots of parking. Don’t miss out on this lovely home.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. FEB. 28 10:30 TO 12:00

Large family home near 
schools and rec centre. 4 
bedrooms, 4 baths. Eat in 
kitchen, main fl oor great room 
with g/fi replace. New roof.

MLS 867682 $339,900

4 MEADOWRIDGE CRT.

Buy the property, salvage what you 
can, knock the house down, and start 
a new build on this large .69 acre lot 
with a fenced backyard.

5993 LINE 6, WOODHAM

MLS 872890 $129,900

You’ll experience pride of ownership and 
outdoor enjoyment. Well-kept semi with 
award winning gardens. Many interior 
updates including windows, doors, fl ooring, 
furnace, A/C and electrical service. Double 
concrete drive. See what this else home has 
to offer.
MLS 511942 $234,500

217 MAPLE AVE., STRATFORD

Cute bungalow with lots to offer the 
fi rst time buyer or possibly a retiree.  
2 or 3 bedrooms, rec room with gas 
fi replace, eat in kitchen, 1 ½ baths 
and a den. Outside features include 
a deck and detached single garage.

MLS 873711 $169,900

139 ONTARIO ST. S.

MLS 700309 $214,900

Solid 3 bedroom brick bungalow just 
blocks from downtown. 2 baths. Partially 
fi nished basement. Large 76’ x 150’ lot. 
Updated furnace, hydro service and wiring.  
Double concrete drive. Well worth your 
consideration.

OPEN HOUSE SAT. FEB. 28 1:00 TO 2:30

Raised bungalow with attached double 
garage and a super 24’ x 36’ workshop. 
Great for all sorts of hobbyists/
tradesmen. Home is fi nished on both 
levels. This property is very well 
maintained and offers great value.

MLS 963601 $309,900

5982 LINE 6, WOODHAM
You can still have your independence 
while downsizing to this lovely energy 
effi cient modular home. 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths. Vinyl fl ooring and an air exchanger 
for those with allergies. 2 decks. Replaced 
windows in 2012. Lots of value.

MLS 437165 $149,900

1-25 THAMES RD.

Affordable 3 level townhouse in a convenient 
location close to schools and rec centre. 3 
bedrooms, 1 ½ baths. Cosy rec room with gas 
fi replace. C/A. Replaced furnace, roof covering 
and some windows. Come and have a look.

7 DUNSFORD CRES.

MLS 226270 $159,000

8-25 THAMES RD.
2 bedroom modular home in Maple Lane 
Park. Master bedroom offers 3 pc. ensuite 
and walk in closet. Walk out to a deck with 
awning and storage shed. Spacious open 
concept model. Adult land lease park.

MLS 522977 $135,000

424 Queen St. E.

98 Huron St. S.

Great semi-detached 3 bedroom 
home nicely updated. Some 
hardwood.  Lower family room.  
Large fenced back yard.  Lg. shed 
and back deck.

MLS 893235 $189,900

565 RINGTON CRES., LONDON

MLS 748402 $785,000

94B CARIBOU ROAD
Fantastic location! Beautiful spring 
fed lake! Open Year Round! Turn key 
camp operated by one family for over 
40 yrs. 9 cottages, all furnished. Great 
fi shing, boating, hunting, snowmobil-
ing, portaging, Boats, motors and ac-
cessories included. 5+ acres.

neW 
listinG

neW 
listinG

neW 
listinG
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Murray Lee, left, as Mortimer Brewster, embraces Penny Jones, playing Elaine 
Harper, on stage during the Thorndale Agricultural Society's production of Arsenic 
and Old Lace Sunday, Feb. 22. Also pictured are Joe Facey, as Dr. Einstein, Ian 
Ferguson as Jonathan Brewster, and, behind him, Nancy Harmer playing Martha 
Brewster. Performances continue tonight and Saturday at 6:00 pm. Tickets are still 
available at ACE Hardware in Thorndale.

Thorndale News

Located across from Nissouri Manor 
Retirement Living in Thorndale

Free Delivery to London, St. Marys 
& Middlesex County

Ostomy Supplies, Home Health Care
Free blister packaging

We Match All Prices

 Like us on
 Facebook
"I Love Thorndale"

~ www.ilovethorndale.ca ~

Stratford Festival Motion Passed

Witnessing Feb. 7 vocano eruption “mindblowing”

and prosperity to the retail, 
dining, and hospitality indus-
tries,” he said, calling it a “tre-
mendous contributor” to the 
region’s economy. “In total, 
the Stratford Festival gener-
ates approximately $140 mil-
lion in economic activity each 
year,” he said.
London-Fanshawe NDP MP 
Irene Mathyssen called the 
Festival an “incredible jewel 
of Canadian culture,” not-
ing that of all the visitors to 
our region, over 95 percent 

“come for the Stratford Festi-
val.”

“Governments come and gov-
ernments go, but the theatre, 
its value, and indeed the 

Stratford Shakespearean 
Festival, endure,” she said. 

“It is up to all of us to protect 
that which is so precious to 
ensure that it does continue 
to endure.”
In a speech full of Shake-
spearean wordplay, former 
Liberal leader and current 
heritage critic Stéphane Dion, 
questioned Schellenberger’s 
motives for putting forward 
the motion.

“The question must be asked, 
because a festival as well 
known and prestigious as 
the Stratford Festival cer-
tainly does not need such a 
motion,” he said. “Surely it is 
not meant to incite a debate. 
There is nothing to debate, 

because no reasonable per-
son could oppose this motion 
or oppose the Stratford Fes-
tival.”
Dion stated that, in his opin-
ion, Schellenberger “simply 
wanted to give us a farewell 
gift before leaving politics.” 
For his part, Dion took the 
opportunity to declare his 
admiration for the Festival, 
which he visited in January.

“The motion from the govern-
ment side is all the more wel-
come in that, so far, most of 
the government's forays into 
cultural affairs have been 
a Comedy of Errors,” he 
quipped. “Let us hope that 
the motion will not amount to 
Much Ado About Nothing.”

In a release, Schellenberger 
said he was “pleased that 
the Government of Canada 
has officially recognized the 
significance of the Stratford 
Festival to Southwestern On-
tario and given it the special 
distinction it deserves.” The 
release went on to say “This 
distinction will provide the 
festival with an invaluable 
promotional tool in support 
of economic development 
through tourism.”
Schellenberger also said he 
was “very proud to represent 
the riding that is home to the 
Stratford Festival,” and “very 
glad that the festival has re-
ceived so much support from 
the Federal Government 

through the Canada Cultural 
Investment Fund, the Cana-
dian Arts and Heritage Sus-
tainability Program, as well 
as the Marquee Tourism and 
Events Program.”
Perth-Wellington Liberal can-
didate in the coming general 
election Stephen McCotter 
told the Independent he 
thinks it’s “about time” Perth-
Wellington “is getting talked 
about in Ottawa.”

“It is too bad that this attention 
to our riding wasn't brought 
about in, say, 2009, after the 
recession when it was really 
needed,” he said. “As far as 
what I think of the motion it-
self, I think Mr. Dion's speech 
says it all, and I encourage 

everyone to read it. Bottom 
line is that it is long overdue.”
McCotter called the Festival 
at “the top of the list” of the 
rich and varied things Perth-
Wellington has to offer, call-
ing it a “huge employer.”

“It generates so much off-
shoot business, and it, along 
with all businesses in the rid-
ing, deserves to have some-
one in Ottawa fighting for 
every penny of investment 
and support that can be sent 
to Perth-Wellington,” he said. 

“If elected I remain committed 
to putting this riding back on 
the map, and getting it its fair 
share of the federal pie.”
The Festival opens its 62nd 
season this spring.

but without question the 
most rewarding experience 
of my life.”
They hiked over 2,000 me-
tres up, past the mountain’s 
high alpine forest. “You’re 
walking up a really steep hill 
that’s just loose gravel,” he 
said. “Every step you take 
you kind of fall back a half-
step. It was pretty treacher-
ous and, coming from flat old 
Ontario, the elevation defi-
nitely plays a factor too.”

So, short on breath and with 
hearts racing, they kept hik-
ing, until they began to no-
tice odd behaviour from their 
guides – and from Fuego.

“Around 1:00 pm or so, it just 
started raining down ash,” 
he said. Suddenly it was as 
if they were in a snowstorm, 
with the ash blackening their 
clothes and faces. “Then the 
guides stopped to make a 
phone call because they said 
this wasn’t normal.” When 
they learned more about the 
eruption of Fuego, there was 

talk of turning back.
“They had a bit of a debate and 
said we would modify where 
we were going to camp, but 
we would keep going,” he 
said. They were told that a lit-
tle bit of ash was normal, but 
not like what they were see-
ing. “It was coming down like 
a Southwestern Ontario bliz-
zard, he said.” That evening, 
they and the other hikers 
from Canada, Australia and 
the USA watched lava spew 
from atop Fuego for several 
hours before heading back to 

their camp. In a video view-
able on the O.X. Expeditions 
YouTube channel, Glover 
called the experience “pure 
euphoria.”

“It was just mindblowing to 
witness the power of nature,” 
he said. “It’s a humbling ex-
perience really to see.”
Not even a week into their 
16-day trip, Glover said the 
eruption set up a “tough act 
to follow,” but other memo-
rable moments included 
kayaking and cliff diving at 
Lake Atitlán and visiting the 

ancient Mayan city of Tikal.
“Seeing the podiums in front 
of these majestic pyramids 
where Mayans conducted 
human sacrifices was quite 
eerie,” he said. “Just looking 
at the city makes your imagi-
nation go wild picturing the 
way these cities functioned 
in their prime.”
He and Aarts returned on 
Feb. 20. Glover said he 
would highly recommend vis-
iting Guatemala. “The people 
are friendly, the food’s great, 
and it’s a place of natural 

beauty,” he said. “To witness 
the humbling power of nature 
so close and literally feel the 
eruptions is something I will 
cherish for the rest of my life.”
With a chuckle, Glover adds 
that since last summer he’s 
experienced a tornado in 
Grand Bend, where he and 
Aarts live, and now a volca-
nic eruption. “I guess I just 
need to go to the Caribbean 
and be hit by a hurricane for 
the trifecta,” he said.
It might be worth it, to escape 
this cold.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1
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If it’s your Birthday this week:
Life in general should begin to look up, with improvements 
shown in both your finances & personal life. For best results, 
release regrets of the past & focus on your future.
For the rest of us:
Tons of emotional stability shown, but not a great time for Big 
Purchases when 2 or more are involved in the financing. Better 
to wait until after the 18th for maximum benefit.

INCOME TAX 
Preparation 

Reasonable Rates, Electronic Filing
Pick up and Delivery available for your convenience

KEN FIRBY
Call 519-284-2461

FOR APPOINTMENT

Apparently as a parent I failed! If I may be so 
bold, I guess I could say my parents and their 

parents also failed! I am not really aware of the 6 genders. 
If they were, they forgot to tell me! I can freely admit that 
my children got much of their sex education (in my time 
they called it a health class) through the school system. It 
is also true that I think that more knowledge in my case 
and my children’s as far as sexuality is concerned would 
have been helpful (and yes at a younger age). Less guilt 
associated with obtaining contraceptives surely would have 
been helpful to many of my generation. I believe lessons in 
the psychological differences between genders would be a 
great boon to relationships.
We were told at one time or another that condoms were a 
necessity as a contraceptive but there was not enough em-
phasis put on disease prevention. We were told that our pri-
vate parts are private! We ( In my family,I think I can speak 
for 1 generation prior to me, my own and my children’s) 
would never be nudists or streakers: Unless I’m mistaken. 
We were told to respect (that word again) others and “Mind 
your own business”. I do not recall any malice or ill word 
spoken regarding “Gays”. Was there a word to describe 
homosexuals when we were young? I must have been a 
teen before I heard of such a thing. They spoke of “Queers” 
but I just thought “Live and let live”. What business is that 
of mine? Our parents knew that same sex couples existed 
(maybe as neighbours) but made no mention of that as be-
ing wrong or strange.(Mind your own business).
I may be a prude but I am uncomfortable with public shows 
of affection carried to extreme no matter who is involved.
Ever since they decided that I was capable of determining 
my life path in grade 8 (would I be 13?) I have doubted the 
ability of Education Ontario and its officers to make sound 
decisions for students. Each attempt they have made in 

“streaming” students into certain occupations has failed 
dreadfully. Was it 9,000 graduating teachers in surplus a 
year or so ago? At one time computer programmers were 
spit out at a rapid pace. How many had to retrain to catch 
up to the changing technology prior to finally getting a job. 
In many cases they can’t turn out students who can read, 
write, spell, or form a sentence (you can tell I wasn’t an 
English major).
So, since it is that we have not done our job with our chil-
dren and I certainly don’t think politicians have done much 
better, is it any wonder I am scrambled over Kathleen 
Wynne and Education Minister Liz Sandles new sex ed. 
curriculum. We certainly know that our provincial govern-
ment hasn’t made any mistakes as of late. How many reli-
gious groups are comfortable with the proposed changes? 
How many parents are at ease with all the information to 
be passed on and with the ages at which it is passed on? 
What gives our Premier the right to make these decisions? 
What do I think is appropriate at what age? Are we trying to 
teach our children or train them? Are we giving permission 
for promiscuity? Are our teachers ready to take on this re-
sponsibility (What if it’s their own children?). Isn’t opting out 
leaving room for ridicule for “being different? I believe we 
should all try to read as much as we can on this curriculum 
and make our opinions known. As of right now the Liberal 
dictatorship seems to have their agenda and have no real 
interest in what we think.
REMINISCING: We had an age of innocence. Our parents 
protected us from any cruelties of the world. Our job was 
to be children (at times told to be seen but not heard). We 
went from diapers to underwear and were toilet trained 
using “Potty” words (What matter that we didn’t know the 
correct names for our genitals?) We were quite capable of 
showing our hurts before we could even speak, through 
body language. Our parents knew the signs of childhood 
diseases and bodily dysfunction. A doctor’s appointment 
could usually be made for the same day if that was deemed 
necessary. We did have vulgar terms (I speak in general for 
boys I knew since that’s the only gender I have 1st. hand 
experience with) for our genitals during the years of the rag-
ing hormones. We did however know that in the presence 
of others there was no need to speak of such things at all. 
As we matured we suffered through our ignorance unaware 
that we were learning by instinct and trial and error. Yes a 
little more knowledge through my teen years would have 
helped but a rose by any other name is still a rose. Some 
things matter more than others.

“GOD BLESS” BILL CUBBerley

FAILED: 

GST: 826953762

Ph: 519-284-2284
Cell: 519-636-5874

www.hamenterprise.ca

PAINTING
• Paint 2 rooms and the smaller will be 1/2 price
• Paint 3 rooms and the smallest will be free
• Paint 4 or more and get 20% discount

Other services are available
You don’t have time to do it? We can do it for you.
GIVE US A CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.hamenterprise.ca
We may be able to do it for your price or less. 

You could be pleasantly surprised.

email: hamenterpriseinfo@gmail.com

New Homes & Renovations

•Roofing •Decks •Flooring •Trimming
•Drywall •Painting •Cement Work

•Garage Doors •Additions •Replacement Windows

Call Pete
& Barb Vossen
 519-284-1078

Now Offering Seamless Eavestroughing

ST. MARYS MUSEUM
ARTIFACT OF THE WEEK

This week’s artifact from the St. Marys Museum is a 
framed oil painting. Created in 1929 by E.E. Munro, 
the painting depicts the North Ward of St. Marys from 
the west side of the Thames River. The steeples of the 
Presbyterian and Catholic churches can be seen in the 
background. The beautiful scenery in St. Marys has 
been the subject of many landscape artists’ 
The museum’s upcoming seminar, titled “Picture Per-
fect: the Artist in St. Marys” will give participants the 
opportunity to view historic artwork by local artists in 
the museum’s collection and compare it to more con-
temporary work. The seminar will take place on Thurs-
day, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $12 ($10 for 
museum members) and pre-registration is necessary.
For more information about this artifact or to register 
for the seminar, please contact the museum at 519-
284-3556 or museum@town.stmarys.on.ca.

16 Water St. North
519-284-0187 ● sabrinarudy@icloud.com

Sabrina Rudy has recently joined the girls at
Stonetown Styles and Summer Dreams Tanning.

Sabrina will be offering 
specials during the month 

of February. February
Buy one matrix 
product get the 

other one half price
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Submitted by Gayle Beattie
The CAG, at the Town Hall 
meeting, presented their next 
strategy , the 3C’s of Health Care. 
The three C’s are Communication, 
Compassion and Commitment.
All decisions in health care should 
be made with compassion, be 
communicated to the community 
it will affect and the Board in that 
community should be committed 
to providing the best patient care 
that includes the input from the 
community.. As we watch the 
health care system be dismantled 
all across Ontario , it appears that 
compassion towards patients , 
has become the last thing that 

the powers to be consider when 
decisions are made. The Ministry 
of Health certainly considers 
their bottom line, which has 
been greatly impacted by their 
mistakes in the past, some being 
the Ornge scandal, eHealth and 
of course, the cost of cancelling 
the gas plants in the Toronto 
area. The only people within 
the health care system that are 
committed to compassionate 
health care are those that 
provide it like our doctors, nurses 
, RPNs,PSWs,and support 
staff. Yet , the Ministry of Health 
dictates how much staffing will be 
able to be provided to offer care 
in a way that is compassionate 

since staff have so many other 
duties than patient care they 
must fulfill.
One does wonder where all the 
money keeps going as there are 
continuous cuts to services and 
closure of beds in many hospitals 
in Ontario. St. Marys, in the 
1950’s had 35 beds and shortly 
after grew to having 55 beds. We 
presently have 20 beds. It would 
be logical to think that money 
then must have been saved 
and thus our hospital would be 
stronger. However, according 
to the HPHA, changes must be 
made within the HPHA if we are 
to survive what is happening to 
health care in Ontario. How is it 
compassionate to ship patients 
home from hospital earlier and 
earlier only for them to return 
to the hospital because enough 
home care is in not in place? How 
is shuttling patients from their 
home hospital to another within 
the alliance compassionate 
care?
Once again there have been 
changes at our hospital and 
the HPHA, specifically Andrew 
Williams and the LAC (Local 
Advisory Committee) have not 
communicated the changes to 
the community.
In a local newspaper, Andrew 
Williams promised that “HPHA 
communities will have adequate 
opportunities for input into any 
future changes”
Since the article was written in 
Nov., there have been changes 
at the hospital. These changes 
were not shared with the 
community as promised.
Patient registration was changed 
between the hours of 8pm-11pm 
and 7am-8am. The community 

learned of this change if they 
read the article written in a local 
paper. A lady reported to the 
newspaper, her experience at 
the hospital as she went to the 
Emergency and discovered 
that she had to call Clinton to 
complete patient registration.
Why is communication such 
a difficult task for the HPHA? 
Does the HPHA feel that the 
community does not have the 
intelligence to be involved in the 
decision making process ? Is it 
because they “know what is best 
for us?” or can they just not be 
bothered to listen to what the 
community wants since , if we 
do suggest that decisions being 
made such as bed realignment 
is not a good solution as it has 
happened in many areas in 
Ontario and the hospitals are still 
running in a deficit and patients 
are not receiving the right care, 
in the right place at the right 
time, we are considered as 
silly people shouting ,“the sky 
is falling”. Perhaps members 
of the community could have 
asked how patients would be 
transferred, what the cost would 
be to transfer patients across the 
HPHA and if the company being 
used to transport patients , had a 
good reputation?
We could have asked if all the 
beds were occupied at SMMH , 
would a St. Marys resident that 
needed to be admitted , have 
to be transferred to Clinton 
because someone from another 
community was in a bed that 
may have been vacant if bed 
realignment wasn’t in place? We 
could have better understood the 
philosophy of bed realignment 
and why the HPHA thinks that 
bed realignment is the only 

answer to having four viable sites 
within the HPHA?
We could have asked why the 
HPHA thinks of itself as one 
hospital with four sites.
We could have asked what 
bed occupancy means and 
what happens when a hospital 
projects that there will be 85% 
bed occupancy,? What happens 
to patient care when it becomes 
100%
The SW LHIN says they are 
committed to engaging the 
public in health care decisions 
that affect their health care. The 
HPHA says they are committed 
to engaging the public.
A promise is a promise.
Let us all remind the South West 
LHIN, Mr. Williams and the HPHA 
that we , as a community ,want 
to be informed of any change, 
no matter how small, before it 
happens . We also would like 
the opportunity to express our 
thoughts on the change and 
have some involvement before 
the final decisions are made.
We, as community members, 
understand that we have 

many things to be thankful for , 
especially our wonderful hospital, 
and those who work diligently to 
provide the best care for us.
However, we also realize, that 
as our past mayor stated at the 
Town Hall meeting, “We have a 
wolf at our door!” The Ministry of 
Health is ready to strike at any 
time. Rural and small community 
hospitals are of no interest or 
purpose in their health care plan.
Perhaps, if we insist on 
compassion, communication and 
commitment within health care 
and how decisions are made 
that will affect our health care, 
we may have a chance to not 
experience what so many other 
small communities have . Small 
hospitals have been stripped of 
so many services that it gives the 
Ministry reason to say the small 
community hospital no longer 
serves any purpose and it too 
costly to keep open.
Let`s keep fighting for the right 
care, in the right place at the 
right time and compassion, 
communication and commitment 
from the decision makers, which 
will ensure that we get it.

Free delivery!
In St. Marys and surrounding area

P.O. BOX 957, 155 Queen Street East, St. Marys ON, N4X 1B6 ● Phone: 519-284-1380 ● Fax: 519-284-1283

All breed pet groomer
Marlene MacKenzie

Groomer/owner

255 Wellington St. S., St. Marys

519•284•0036

4870 Line 4, R.R. #6 St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1C8

Pick up & drop off service for your convenience!

www.thescruffypuppysalon.ca

NOW 
OPEN!

519.801.5513

The Three C’s of Health Care
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New album by Stratford hip hop artist released 
on UK record label

St. Marys musicians Murray and Sager featured

St. Marys Independent
Lincoln of the Week

#19 Sean O’Brien
DOB: May 30, 1998

Age: 16
Hometown: London, ON

Position: C
Favorite NHL player:

Joe Thornton
Favourite Team:
Buffalo Sabres
Career Ambition: 

Firefighter
2014-2015 Stats: 9 G, 13 A

Sean closed out his rookie season in the GOJHL with a point in both of his last two games. He 
notched St. Marys’ only goal last Friday against Leamington and then chipped in an assist two 

nights later in Chatham.

By Dan Rankin
Since 2006, the UK-
based hip hop record 
label Blah Records has 
specialized in trawling 
the underground for 
young talent and creating 
critically acclaimed 
records. Earlier this 
year (on Valentine’s Day, 
fittingly) the label released 
the first Canadian album 
in its catalogue: Danny 
Lover’s “My Best Friends 
Keep Dying.”

“Danny Lover” is the 
musical persona of 
24-year-old Stratford hip 
hop artist Rick Heisz, a 
young rapper who is no 
stranger to conjuring up 
characters and narratives 
then making them come to 
life on songs and in music 
videos.
In an interview with the 
Independent, Heisz 
commented on the 
excitement he has 
felt since the album’s 
release. “This is my first 
experience with an album 
that has caught worldwide 
attention,” he said. 

“Everyday I wake up to 
something new: a new fan, 
a new review. Honestly, 
the reception has been 
keeping me going. It is 
amazing when I wake up 

and have a message from 
a fan from New Zealand 
or Australia or the UK. 
Knowing that my music 
is reaching people from 
all corners of the world 
makes me feel like I have 
a purpose and this is it.”
Up for less than a month 
on the Blah Records 
YouTube channel, four 
music videos produced 
by the workaholic 
Heisz and his crew of 
collaborators are into the 
thousands of views, with 
overwhelmingly positive 
viewer feedback.
Heisz especially credits 
one of his collaborators, 
friend and St. Marys hip 
hop pioneer Kyle Sager 
for helping craft the entity 
that is “Danny.”

“He introduced me to the 
world of commercial hip-
hop and melodic love 
songs, which ironically 
influenced me more than 
anything,” Heisz said, 
explaining how the chart-
topping Casanovas Sager 
exposed him to helped 
him envision Danny 
as “this 1950’s dapper 
gentleman: sipping wine, 
smoking cigarettes, ghost-
writing love letters.”
Behind the album’s artwork 

and responsible for filming 
the majority of its music 
videos, Sager, 25, is also 
a featured performer on 
the album under a nom de 
plume of his own: “Luke 
Luscious.” He and Heisz 
became fast friends after 
they both performed at 
a New Year’s Eve party 
in St. Marys four years 
ago. “I knew from our first 
handshake that this would 
be a long term friendship,” 
Sager said. “He has a 
tireless work ethic which 
inspires artists around him 
to perform with the highest 
quality in mind.”
He called Heisz’s slow-
and-steady delivery style 

“so smooth it sounds 
effortless,” but notes “it 
has taken years to perfect.” 
Heisz’s measured vocals 
combined with the album’s 
hauntingly looped backing 
tracks make a surreal 
listening experience, 
audibly imitating the 
effects of the prescription 
drugs preferred by “Danny” 
and his peers.
The lyrical content of the 
album certainly earns 
the “Restricted” rating 
plastered on the album’s 
cover. But according to 
Heisz, it all stems from 
true emotions he felt 
during a personal period 
of isolation while in a long-
distance relationship and 
following its breakup. “I 
figured it was a good time 
to personally pour my heart 
and soul into some music,” 
he said. “It was tough 
but I really channeled 
that into the music. It 
was heartbreaking. I was 
waking up in the middle 
of the night… writing, 
smoking, drinking. It all 
came together.”
Heisz said he owes 

“everything to all the 
people involved with this 
album,” including Lee 
Scott and Reklews at 
Blah Records, longtime 
friend Mike Johnson, who 
engineered the vocals, 
and Wes Murray, another 
St. Marys musician, who 
sings the vocal hook on 
the track “That Thunder.”

"It was cool being a part 
of it, creating lyrics and 
vocals to go on a hip 
hop record," said Murray, 
whose musical output 
up to now (including his 
latest project We Are The 
Temple, alongside Joe 

Mills and Keegan Omel) 
has been mainly as a folk 
singer-songwriter. "I love 
hip hop, R&B and funk, so 
it was a lot of fun working 
in a different genre; one 
that I always respected."
Looking ahead, Heisz said 
he’s working on releasing 
more music, as well as 
anticipating the sale of 
the printed vinyl version 
of “My Best Friends Keep 
Dying.”

“This is now my full time job. 
This art is what I truly want 
to dedicate my life to,” he 
said, adding that one day 
he hopes to perform in 
the home of Blah Records, 
the UK.

“One year ago we were 
building relationships 
and giving them respect 
for albums they were 
releasing,” said Sager. 

“Now it’s the other way 
around and it feels 
spectacular.”
To buy the album or listen 
to some of the tracks, go 
to BlahRecords.com

WEEKEND SMILES
A Day at the Races
After a big day at the races 
two horses were standing 
in the barn discussing 
their current form of the 
day.
The first horse said, “The 
strangest thing happened 
to me in the 3rd race. I 
was coming dead last 
and thought I may as 
well give up, and as 
soon as I thought this..... 
WHOOSH! ..... something 
smacked me right in the 
rear, pushed me to the 
head of the pack, and I 
won the race!”
The second horse then 
continued the discussion, 

“Well, funny you should 
say that. In the 8th race 
I was coming second last 
and decided to give up. 
As soon as I made that 
decision, I felt something 
smack me in the rear 
also, and I was pushed 
to the head of the pack 
and consequently came 
in first.”
Now, almost as soon as 
the horses had finished 
their discussion on this 
strange phenomenon, a 
young Greyhound made 
his way into the barn. 
He walked over to the 
two horses and said, “I 
overheard you talking 
about what happened to 
you both in your races, 
and I believe I know why! 
Apparently many years 
ago there was a horse 
who lost every race he 
ever competed in and 
was always ridiculed and 
laughed at by the other 
horses (and their jockeys).
Now, as the tale goes, the 
horse died, but before he 
did, he vowed that never 
again would another 

horse have to face the 
ridicule that he himself 
endured. Therefore, I 
think the ghost of that 
horse smacked your rear 
ends and helped you win 
the race!!!”
After taking in all that the 
Greyhound had just told 
them, the two horses 
stood in total amazement 
with their mouths wide 
open for a good 5 
minutes.... after which the 
first horse turned to the 
second and exclaimed, 

“Wow! A Talking Dog”.
At Heaven’s Gate
A man died and went to 
The Judgment, they told 
him , “Before you meet 
with God, I should tell you 

— we’ve looked over your 
life, and to be honest you 
really didn’t do anything 
particularly good or bad. 
We’re not really sure what 
to do with you. Can you 
tell us anything you did 
that can help us make a 
decision?”
The newly arrived soul 
thought for a moment 
and replied, “Yeah, once 
I was driving along and 
came upon a person who 
was being harassed by 
a group of thugs. So I 
pulled over, got out a bat, 
and went up to the leader 
of the thugs. He was a 
big, muscular guy with a 
ring pierced through his 
lip. Well, I tore the ring out 
of his lip, and told him he 
and his gang had better 
stop bothering this guy or 
they would have to deal 
with me!”

“Wow that’s impressive, 
“When did this happen?”
“About three minutes ago,” 
came the reply.
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World Sports Roundup

Lincolns finish season last in GOJHL

Deadline for all Upcoming Events and Classifieds is WEDNESDAY AT NOON of the week the ad is to be run!
Any ads Submitted after MAY NOT MAKE IT IN! Phone: 284-0041 Fax: 284-0042 Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

By Dan Rankin

Our Team of the Week is the St. Marys Novice Red Wings. They’ve just finished their playoff 
series against Strathroy, and are looking forward to competing in an upcoming tournament in 

Plattsville. Go Red Wings!
Front row, from left, are: Brody Tubman, Nolan Keene, Brayden Robertson, Brier Frayne and 
Bodi Deboer. Middle: Owen King, Jaxon Fifield and Jonah Lariviere. Back: Denis Lariviere, 
Derek Fifield and Mark Frayne. Absent are: Danny Graham, Austin Brown, Jesse Bowman, 

Quinn Bolton and Coach Chris Brown.

Send nominations for “Team of the Week” to us at
info@stmarysindependent.com

NHL West – Injuries are taking 
their toll on some Western Confer-
ence playoff hopefuls of late, with 
scoring leaders on Chicago, Dal-
las and Winnipeg all being placed 
on the IR. Blackhawks star Patrick 
Kane underwent surgery Wednes-
day to repair a left clavicle fracture 
he suffered Tuesday after a hit 
by Florida’s Alex Petrovic. Kane 
is expected to make a full recov-
ery… in about 12 weeks. He was 
tied for the league lead in scoring 
with 64 points in 61 games prior to 
getting injured. Stars forward Tyler 
Seguin, another league-leader in 
points, has begun rehabbing an 
MCL tear to his knee. He’ll miss 
at least another month, which is 
bad news for Dallas’ slim playoff 
hopes. Jets winger Blake Wheeler 
sustained a lower body injury last 
Thursday and did not play in the 
4-3 win over Dallas Tuesday. The 
Flames also may have lost an im-
portant piece Wednesday, when 
star blueliner Mark Giordano left 
the ice in the third period after a 
hit by Devils forward Steve Ber-
nier. Gio leads all defenders with 
48 points in 61 games this season.

NHL East – Some hiccups by 
teams in the heart of the East-
ern Conference playoff race 
have opened the door – ever 
so slightly – for the 11th place 
Ottawa Senators (25-23-10). 
Since Feb. 12, Boston and 
Florida have played a combined 
14 games, and have collectively 
won just three. Going into last 
night’s game at the Staples 
Center, the Senators were on a 
three-game winning streak and 
just seven points behind Boston 
for the East’s second wild-card 
spot (with two games in hand). 
Granted, to get there they’ll also 
have to leap frog Philadelphia 
and Florida but, the point is, 
it’s still too early to write off the 
chances of at least one Ontario 
team making it to the post-sea-
son. Thursday afternoon, the 
Panthers traded a pair of draft 
picks to New Jersey in order to 
gain the services of 43-year-old 
Jaromir Jagr. Drafted by Pitts-
burgh in 1990, Jagr has ap-
peared in 57 games this season, 
scoring 11 goals and 18 assists. 
Florida is the eighth NHL team 
to have Jagr on the roster.

NFL – Thursday, a federal judge 
overruled a decision by an NFL 
arbitrator to deny an appeal by 
Minnesota Vikings running back 
Adrian Peterson. The move would 
clear the way for Peterson to be 
reinstated, following a high profile 
child abuse case that sidelined 
him early last season. The league 
suspended him through at least 
April 15 under its personal con-
duct policy. But the judge said the 
league arbitrator “simply disre-
garded the law” and “in doing so 
failed to meet his duty” under the 
collective bargaining agreement. 
An NFL spokesperson said the 
league will review the decision. An 
NFL Players Association official 
said the decision was a “victory 
for the rule of law, due process 
and fairness.” Last season, the 
league introduced a new personal 
conduct policy that increased sus-
pensions for players involved with 
domestic violence, but the injuries 
Peterson inflicted on his son with 
a wooden switch occurred prior 
to that change. Peterson is under 
contract with the Vikings through 
2017, and some team officials say 
they want him back.

MLB – Some good news and 
bad news coming out of Blue 
Jays spring training in Dunedin 
this week. First, the bad news. 
28-year-old Canadian outfielder 
Michael Saunders, who was ex-
pected to be the Jays’ starting 
left-fielder on opening day, sus-
tained a knee injury after step-
ping awkwardly on a sprinkler 
head Wednesday. He will under-
go surgery to repair a torn me-
niscus and is not expected back 
before July. It’s another question 
mark for manager John Gib-
bons and GM Alex Anthopoulos 
to deal with this pre-season. A 
left-handed batter, Saunders hit 

.273 with eight home runs and 34 
RBIs in 78 games for the Mari-
ners last season. On the other 
hand, Jays knuckleballer R.A. 
Dickey recently told reporters he 
thinks new acquisition Russell 
Martin has what it takes to catch 
the famously unpredictable 
pitch. If Martin can’t figure out 
Dickey’s knuckleball, manage-
ment might be forced to carry 
catchers Martin, Dioner Navarro 
and Josh Thole – which would 
be less than ideal.

NBA – Their schedule didn’t do 
them any favours, but the Rap-
tors (37-20) are still owners of 
a three-game losing streak. In 
their first game since the All-
Star break on Feb. 20, Toronto 
got its road trip off to a good 
start with a dominant 105-80 
win over the Eastern Confer-
ence-leading Atlanta Hawks 
(45-12). But, with three more 
road games in the next four 
nights, the Raptors couldn’t 
keep up that pace and haven’t 
won since. In Houston the night 
after their romp in Atlanta, they 
fell 98-76, being held under 80 
points for the second time this 
month. On Monday and Tues-
day this week they also couldn’t 
top Dallas or New Orleans. 
They’re in action back on their 
home court tonight against the 
league-leading Golden State 
Warriors (44-10), who will 
hopefully be a little worn out 
from facing LeBron James and 
the Cavaliers last night. The 
Nets currently hold a one-game 
lead over the Celtics for second 
in the Atlantic, but are still 13 
games back of Toronto.

Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts – On Sunday in 
Moose Jaw, Manitoba skip 
Jennifer Jones beat Alberta’s 
Val Sweeting 6-5 to win gold 
at the Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts for the fifth time. This 
was her first Scotties title 
since 2010. She also previ-
ously won in 2005, 2008 and 
2009. Jones, 40, hit an open 
draw with her last throw in the 
10th end to seal the victory in 
a close back-and-forth game. 
It was the second straight 
year Sweeting, 27, lost in the 
Scotties final. Team Canada 
skip Rachel Homan bested 
Team Saskatchewan’s Ste-
fanie Lawton 7-5 for bronze. 
Jones led her Winnipeg team 
to victory at the Sochi Games 
last year, and now can look 
forward to representing Can-
ada again at the March 14-22 
world women’s curling cham-
pionship in Sapporo, Japan. 
Her Manitoba team will return 
to the Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts as Team Canada next 
year, in Grande Prairie Alber-
ta Feb. 20-28.

By Dan Rankin
The 2014-2015 St. Marys 
Lincolns dropped their 
last three games this past 
Thursday, Friday and 
Sunday, putting an end 
to their worst season in 
over 30 years. Not since 
1980-1981 have the Lincs 
finished a campaign with 
a single digit point total. 
This season, their 2-43-
4 record was good for 
a total of eight points; a 
shade better than their 
1980-1981 record of 
two wins, 38 losses and 
two ties for six points. 
Of course, maybe if 
that early ’80s team 
had played a 49-game 
season instead of the 
then-standard 42 they 
could’ve accrued another 
win or two.
Regardless, this was a 
rough year. For instance, 
even though the 2014-
2015 Lincolns played 
seven more games, they 
scored 15 fewer goals 
(85) than the 1980-1981 
team (100). 85 goals, by 
the way, was not only 
the fewest scored by a 
GOJHL team this season; 
it’s also the lowest total 

goals for in Lincolns 
history.
St. Marys failed to beat 
an opponent on the road 
this season, going 0-23-
2 away from the PRC, 
and struggling to a 2-20-
2 home record. Both 
ranked last in the GOJHL.
For the second time in 
three years, the Lincolns 
failed to qualify for the 
playoffs, finishing 70 
points back of first place 
Leamington (38-9-2) 
and 24 points back of 
Lambton Shores (14-31-
4), who finished eighth 
ahead of St. Marys.
Thursday, Feb. 19 in St. 
Thomas, St. Marys struck 
first, with Brent House 
scoring his 11th goal of 
the season at 7:52 of the 
first period. The Stars 
responded by scoring 
eight unanswered goals - 
one in the first, four in the 
second and three more 
in the third. Taylor Moir’s 
goal for the Lincolns 
midway through the third 
proved too little, too late.
The following night in 
St. Marys, the Lincolns 
played their final home 

game of the season 
before 300 loyal fans, 
going on to lose 6-1 to the 
first place Leamington 
Flyers. Leamington 
scored the first six goals 
of the game, with St. 
Marys being held off the 
score sheet until 9:34 of 
the third. Sean O’Brien 
scored the lone goal for 
the Lincolns, assisted 
by House and Nick 
Whitworth.
Two nights later in 
Chatham, St. Marys 
had one more chance 
to put an end to a pair 
of league-wide season 
records: regulation 
losses and non-wins. 
Ultimately though, they 
came up short, falling 
10-3 to the second-place 
Maroons. Chatham’s 
Brennan Feasey led all 
scorers with six points 
on the night, including 
four goals – three in the 
second period alone. 
The drubbing brought 
the Lincs’ regulation loss 
streak to 19. They failed 
to get a win for the final 
30 games of the season.
Here’s hoping for a better 
outcome in 2016.
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World News Briefs

By Dan Rankin

1860 – Abraham Lin-
coln gives his “Coo-
per Union Address” in 
New York City – Several 
months before the 1860 
Republican National Con-
vention, at which Lincoln 
was nominated alongside 
running mate Hannibal 
Hamlin, Lincoln was still 
just another politician try-
ing to get some attention. 
Speaking in the Great 
Hall of the Cooper Union 
college in Manhattan on 
this day in 1860, the fu-
ture president did just 
that. In one of his longest 
public addresses (at over 
7,000 words), Lincoln 
challenged the beliefs of a 

Democratic rival, Stephen 
A. Douglas, and explained 
why he felt federal power 
could be used to prevent 
the spread of slavery to 
the American territories 
and newly formed States. 
His speech was printed 
and distributed as a pam-
phlet around the North 
and instantly made him 
a household name. One 
Lincoln scholar has called 
this speech “the event 
that transformed him from 
a regional leader into a 
national phenomenon.” 
That November, Lincoln 
defeated Douglas in the 
1860 Presidential election, 
receiving over a million 
more votes than his op-
ponent.
1933 – The Reichstag, 
Germany’s parliament 
building in Berlin, is set 
on fire – The German 
parliament was set ablaze 
on this day in 1933, with 
a young Dutch commu-
nist named Marinus van 
der Lubbe being arrested 
and held responsible. Ad-
olf Hitler, who was sworn 
in to preside as Chancel-
lor of Germany over a 
coalition government just 
weeks earlier, used the 
opportunity to strike a 

blow against his rivals in 
the Communist Party. Hit-
ler urged German Presi-
dent Paul von Hindenburg 
to pass an emergency 
decree suspending many 
civil liberties for German 
citizens. The Reichstag 
Fire Decree, issued the 
next day, permitted the 
mass arrests of Commu-
nists, including all of the 
Communist parliamen-
tary delegates. At the 
next Reichstag elections 
in March, the Nazi Party 
and their allies accumu-
lated 52 percent of the 
vote. Suddenly, the Nazi 
Party held the majority 
and wielded great power 
in the country. Historians 
disagree whether van 
der Lubbe acted alone, 
or whether the fire was 
a “false flag” operation 
conducted by the Nazis 
to seize power from the 
Communist Party.
1951 – The 22nd Amend-
ment to the United 
States Constitution is 
ratified, limiting presi-
dents to two terms – Ear-
ly American presidents 
such as Thomas Jeffer-
son were wary of presi-
dencies lasting longer 
than two terms, fearing 

that “if some termination 
to the services of the chief 
Magistrate be not fixed by 
the Constitution, or sup-
plied by practice, his of-
fice, nominally four years, 
will in fact become for life.” 
For over 100 years, out of 
tradition, few presidents 
sought more than two 
terms of office, though 
those that did (unsuccess-
fully) included Ulysses S. 
Grant, Theodore Roos-
evelt and Woodrow Wil-
son. On this day in 1951, 
the state of Minnesota 
ratified the 22nd Amend-
ment to the Constitution, 
stating that “No person 
shall be elected to the of-
fice of the President more 
than twice, and no person 
who has held the office 
of President, or acted as 
President, for more than 
two years of a term to 
which some other person 
was elected President, 
shall be elected to the of-
fice of the President more 
than once.” Minnesota 
was the 36th state to ratify 
the amendment which, at 
the time, was the requisite 
number (three quarters) 
to ratify. Franklin D. Roos-
evelt is the only president 
to have served for more 
than two terms. In 1944 

he campaigned success-
fully for a fourth term, but 
died of a cerebral hemor-
rhage three months later 
at the age of 63.
1999 – Nigerians head 
to the polls for the first 
time in 16 years, choos-
ing to elect former mili-
tary head of state Oluse-
gun Obasanjo – In Octo-
ber 1979, after over three 
years as “Head of the Fed-
eral Military Government 
of Nigeria,” Olusegun 
Obasanjo became the first 
Nigerian military leader to 
peacefully transfer power 
to a civilian regime. Dur-
ing his time leading the 
country he had improved 
the nation’s economy and 
infrastructure by focusing 

on the oil industry as well 
as agriculture and educa-
tion. In 1983, the military 
seized power again, hold-
ing power in the country 
until the 1999 election. 
Over 30 million votes 
were cast, with foreign 
observers including for-
mer US president Jimmy 
Carter presiding. Obasan-
jo – a born-again Christian 

– was named president 
with over 62 percent of 
the vote. In his first term, 
he traveled extensively, 
gathering foreign support 
for his country’s democ-
racy and decrying human 
rights abuses conducted 
by other African leaders. 
He was re-elected in 2003 
and served until 2007.

This Day in History – February 27th

Sherwin and Sleeth
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Claire Austin Sherwin
B.A.N.S., LLB, LLM (ADR)

Nora Catherine Sleeth
B.A. (Hons), J.D.

Full range of legal services including Mediation 
and Litigation, Real Estate, Family Law, Estate 

Planning, Wills and Administration with 
emphasis on personal attention to the client.

72 Wellington St. S., P.O. Box 3015 St. Marys, ON N4X 1A6
Phone: 519-284-0898 Fax: 519-284-0896

sherwinlaw@rogers.com

Syria – During a three-day 
offensive in northeastern 
Syria this week, Islamic 
State militants reportedly 
captured between 220 and 
300 residents of Assyrian 
Christian communities 
there. They were seized as 
IS swept into 12 villages 
early Monday morning. It’s 
thought the captives will be 
used as part of a swap with 
Kurdish forces in the region. 
While efforts have begun to 
negotiate their release, many 
other Assyrian families have 
reportedly fled their homes. 
Prior to the war, about 10 
percent of Syria’s 22 million 
people were Christians. 
In areas under control by 
IS, Christians have been 
ordered to convert to 
Islam, pay a religious levy 
or “jizya,” or face death. In 
Libya, IS militants recently 
beheaded 21 Egyptian 
Coptic Christians. Hundreds 
of thousands have been 
displaced due to the fighting, 
while others have taken up 
arms to defend themselves 
against Islamists.

Bolivia – Over 4000 people 
were forced from their homes 
following historic flooding in 
Northern Bolivia. Footage 
online shows people paddling 
in boats through flooded 
streets after the Acre River 
overflowed its banks. Heavy 
rains have also caused the 
nearby river Tahuamanu 
to burst its banks. Visiting 
the region, Bolivian vice 
president Álvaro García 
Linera said between 500 and 
800 houses were affected. 

“We see flooding each year, 
but this year it has reached 
levels we have not seen 
before,” he said. “In some 
cases, the water is covering 
the roof.” Delivering aid to 
the town of Cobija, he said 
some of the neighbourhoods 
located closest to the river 
would have to be moved and 
promised the government 
would relocate the residents. 
The mayor of a town bordering 
Peru and Brazil said his town 
had been completely swept 
away by floodwaters, claiming 
the water level rose 14 metres 
above its normal level.

USA – As of yesterday, people 
using marijuana in private in 
the city of Washington, D.C. 
can no longer face prosecution. 
Adults over 21 can now pos-
sess up to two ounces of pot 
in the American capital. Mayor 
Muriel Bowser vowed to press 
ahead with legalization, despite 
opposition from Republicans 
in Congress, who have even 
threatened to jail her. Congress 
oversees laws in the capital, and 
Republicans recently included a 
measure blocking new laws per-
mitting marijuana in a spending 
bill. However, Bowser calls that 
restriction invalid as it passed a 
month after legalization was ap-
proved by 70 percent of D.C. vot-
ers in Initiative 71 last November. 
For now at least, D.C. joins 
Alaska, Colorado, and Washing-
ton state as the only places in 
the US that allow the use of the 
drug for recreational purposes. 
The journal Scientific Reports re-
cently published research show-
ing marijuana is about 114 times 
less deadly than alcohol. The 
study found alcohol is by far the 
riskiest drug, followed by heroin, 
cocaine and tobacco.

Afghanistan - In northern Af-
ghanistan, more than 200 peo-
ple were killed in a series of 
avalanches caused by heavy 
snowfall. The avalanches en-
gulfed homes across multiple 
provinces, burying the resi-
dents beneath. Reports indi-
cate at least 168 people were 
killed in the province of Pan-
jshir alone, where local author-
ities say they have not seen 
so much snow for decades. 
Abdul Rahman Kabiri, the 
province’s governor said this 
week that “many more” people 
were still missing after two 
days of heavy snowfall in the 
area. “The roads are closed 
and many villages are discon-
nected,” he said. “There have 
been several big avalanches 
across the valley and in parts 
of the valley it snowed one 
meter.” Local authorities had 

“very limited resources” to deal 
with the situation, he added, 
saying he had been assured 
by the central government “the 
needed machinery and rescue 
teams will get to us soon.” Fur-
ther avalanches in the region 
remained a possibility.

Canada - Toronto police say a 
mysterious two-metre-high and 
70-cm-wide tunnel, discovered 
near a Pan Am Games venue, 
posed no risk to the summer 
sporting event but are still reach-
ing out to find out who made it 
and why. It was discovered Jan. 
14 near York University’s Keele 
Campus and the Rexall Centre, 
which will host the tennis events 
during the Games. The tunnel 
has since been filled in by po-
lice. As the 10-metre-long tun-
nel posed no threat to the public, 
police didn’t alert the media until 
CBC uncovered the oddity ear-
lier this week. Experts are hy-
pothesizing it could have been 
dug by “subterranean enthusi-
asts,” people with inclinations 
similar to Tolkien’s Dwarfs who 
are interested in digging tunnels 
as a hobby. They say the tunnel 
showed evidence it was built by 
someone with construction ex-
perience, but not an engineer-
ing degree. It’s estimated 34 
tons of dirt would have had to 
be excavated to build the tunnel, 
which likely would have been 
moved by hand over the course 
of several weeks or months.

Canada – The city of Edmonton 
is considering taking advantage 
of its long winters and low aver-
age temperatures by flooding 
an 11km route through the city 
core called the “Freezeway” for 
residents to commute through 
the city on skates. A city coun-
cillor first joked about the idea 
in the ’90s, but Edmonton land-
scape architecture student Mat-
thew Gibbs followed through 
with a design for the Freezeway 
and went on to win an interna-
tional design competition for it 
in 2013. His idea would involve 
the winter-time conversion of 
two former rail corridors, now 
used as multi-purpose trails, 
into skating paths. It would be 
comparable to Ottawa’s Rideau 
Canal (8 km) and Winnipeg’s 
The Forks on the Red River (9 
km), just artificially maintained. 
Gibbs believes it would promote 
winter programming, active 
lifestyles, sustainable forms of 
transportation, social activity,” 
as well as giving Edmonton an 

“iconic” tourist attraction. The 
idea is still in its early stages, 
and could cost as much as $400 
per metre.
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Upcoming Events

“Every year we run our full page ad, it pays for itself 10-fold”
~ Don Corby, Owner, Corby Services and Sales
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St. Marys Independent
SEND US YOUR LETTERS

We want to hear what you have to say!
Everyone has a right to be heard, so let us be 

your outlet.
Email letters to us at

info@stmarysindependent.com

www.gardenontario.org/site.php/stmarys

Gardening in St. Marys
Wednesday, March 4th at 7:30 pm

St. Marys Legion Hall
2014 in Review

A Presentation by the Photography Committee

Enjoy pictures featuring the 2014 Garden Tour
as well as other highlights

Everyone Welcome!!

What to do About Loose Teeth
ASK A VET

Question: My dog has 
a loose tooth and my 
veterinarian tells me we 
need to check out and 
clean all the teeth under 
an anesthetic. Why 
can’t the tooth just be 
pulled like they would 
do in a person?
Answer: Prior to 
performing any dental 
procedure, such as an 
extraction, a human 
dentist will perform a 
thorough examination 
of the mouth and teeth, 
probe beneath the 
surface of the gums, and 
take X-rays as needed.
The procedure for animals 
is quite similar. As most 
dogs and cats do not 
lay back and say “Ahh”, 
thorough exams of the 

mouth and teeth often 
need to be done under 
an anesthetic. The mouth 
is first examined and 

“charted” to document 
any loose, missing or 
otherwise abnormal teeth 
as well as any changes in 
the gums and structures 
of the mouth. Even 
examining the mouth will 
usually require cleaning, 
as many animals will 
have a layer of tartar 
on teeth that hides the 
trouble spots. If there 
are any teeth that are not 
functional or cannot be 
saved, such as loose or 
abscessed teeth, or teeth 
with large defects from 
fractures or resorption, 
they will need to be 
extracted. Chances are 
if an animal has enough 

periodontal disease to 
have one loose tooth, 
they will have more teeth 
that need attention. Other 
reasons for tooth mobility, 
such as bone loss and 
even bone tumors, will be 
examined at this time.
Extracting animal teeth is 
not as simple as it sounds. 
Human teeth have large 
crowns and short roots; 
the opposite is true with 
animals. Many teeth, for 
proper extraction, require 
lifting the gum and drilling 
away the bone to access 
the large roots from the 
side. A local anesthetic 
block is often used to 
minimize anesthetic and 
provide pain control for 
any painful procedures. 
A dental X-ray may be 
performed depending on 

availability at the hospital. 
While many pets are very 
patient, it is impossible to 
do all of this on an animal 
who is awake. Some 
hospitals and specialists 
do perform repairs such 
as fillings, root canals and 
caps for teeth that have 
been recently fractured 
in order to save the 
tooth. Loose teeth are 
generally beyond repair, 
but you should ask your 
veterinarian if these 
procedures are available.
After your veterinarian 
has performed any 
necessary procedures, 
your pet’s teeth will be 
cleaned above and below 
the gum line, and polished 
to remove any scratches 
on the enamel. The polish 
helps delay further plaque 

and tartar from sticking to 
the teeth. An antibacterial 
rinse will often be applied 
before the animal wakes 
up from the anesthetic.
After the dental procedure 
has been done, you 
should discuss the best 
home care program for 
your pet. The doctor and 
staff can design a plan 
that helps maintain your 
pet’s teeth in the long 
term. Tooth brushing is 
the best way to minimize 
bacteria build up on the 
teeth that cause plaque, 
tartar and gingivitis. After 
a cleaning, it takes 2 
hours for plaque to reform 
and 2 days for this to 
harden into tartar, so 
daily brushing is needed 
for prevention starting 
immediately. If there were 

multiple extractions done 
and your pet’s mouth will 
be painful, you may need 
to wait a bit longer before 
starting. Your animal’s 
doctor and team may also 
recommend dental diets, 
chews and treats to help 
keep the teeth clean, and 
oral gels or rinses to help 
with gingivitis. Many dogs 
and cats need yearly 
professional cleaning; 
with an appropriate home 
care plan, you may be 
able to prevent or at least 
delay the next visit.
February is dental health 
month; go visit your 
veterinarian to get tips to 
keep your pet’s breath 
fresh and mouth healthy!
Dr. Kim Anderka
Dr. Christina Douthwaite

On Monday March 2nd, 2015
Little Caesars will be hosting a Fundraiser for 
Evan’s Journey with Childhood Cancer! Come 
out and support a very worthy little boy! 10% of 
all sales will be donated to Evan and his family.

Pizza for Evan’s Journey!MARCH 01, 2015
1:00 p.m. Start

Meal at 5:00 p.m.
Admission $5.00 Meal Available $10.00

Legion Ladies Auxiliary Br. # 236
P.O. Box 421, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B2

519-284-3824 ● 519-284-0592

St. Marys Branch 236

Old Tyme Jamboree
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Stonetown’s Pentecostal Church
Worship Gathering at Little Falls School

25 Lindsay Atkinson Drive
at 10:45 every Sunday morning.

Kidz Church for Grades JK to 3 during the service.
P.O. Box 2058 St. Marys ON N4X 1C3

www.livingrockchurch.ca
519-284-2607 info@livingrockchurch.ca

Pastor Jim Williams

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4, 2015
12:10 P.M. LENTEN SERVICE & LUNCH

ST. MARYS UNITED CHURCH
85 CHURCH ST. S., ST. MARYS 519-284-3016

www.stmarysunitedchurch.weebly.com
Minister: Rev. Doug Loucks,
Organist: Timothy Gilbert

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2015
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY

We are now in the Lenten 
Season of the Christian 
year, a period of about 
six weeks which parallels 
events in the Bible lead-
ing to the crucifixion of Je-
sus. For many people, it is 
a time of reflection, letting 
go and turning over a new 
leaf. This column is not in-
tended to promote this or 
any other religious prac-
tice but rather to explore 
the common elements of 
faith in all its diversity. I 
am using Lent as a time 
to reflect more deeply on 
my relationship with God 
and how my life reflects or 
fails to reflect God’s love. 
Perhaps it is time in these 

columns to explore who 
or what is God. In doing 
so, I realize I am tread-
ing on dangerous ground 
as we all have different 
ideas of God and I risk 
offending some people. 
Even the word “God” is 
controversial to some 
because of its mascu-
line connotations. I have 
used a variety of words in 
these articles to speak of 
God, such as Divinity, the 
Source or Higher Power 
but the name is less im-
portant than the underly-
ing meaning. The word 

“God” comes most natu-
rally to me only because I 
was brought up with it.
A common remark I have 
heard over the years 
when tragedies occur is 

“How could God let such 
things happen?” This is 
a good question but it re-
flects an idea of God as an 
all-powerful deity residing 
up in heaven who is in 
control of everything that 
happens. The assump-
tion behind the question is 
that God could do some-

thing to prevent human 
disasters but chooses not 
to. My idea (and it is only 
my opinion – there are no 
experts when it comes to 
God) is that humans have 
been created in the im-
age of God as beings with 
free will. God empowers, 
heals, loves and guides 
us but does not use Di-
vine power to rescue us 
or punish us. We do not 
earn God’s Love. It is al-
ways there for us uncon-
ditionally whether we are 
aware of it or not. To me 
this is good news.
Although none of us can 
truly comprehend God 
from our limited human 
knowledge, that doesn’t 
stop many of us from at-
tempting to do so. I see 
God as the power of Love 
and Unity that resides in 
each of us and in all of 
nature, yet transcends 
and connects all of these 
things. That is a very brief 
summary of the God of 
my faith that has evolved 
over time. Many of you 
will have a different idea. 

Perhaps all we can really 
say is that God is Mystery. 
Although we can’t define 
or squeeze God into our 
limited labels, many mys-
tical poets, artists and mu-
sicians have used their art 
to depict their visions of 
God. Rumi, the 13th cen-
tury passionate mystic 
poet depicts God as Be-
loved or Friend. “Hand me 
the cup, Beloved, no won-
der I cannot see you. You 
are my face and close-
ness is a mystifying veil.” 
Often metaphors and 
poetic language seem to 
come closer to describe 
this indescribable Source 
of all being.
I hope to continue this 
subject over the next few 
weeks. In order to keep it 
relevant to your needs, I 
would welcome emails 
(turtle75@rogers.com) 
describing your faith per-
spective or sharing sto-
ries about your relation-
ship with God.
May we know the God of 
many names as a God of 
Divine Love!

Street Level Faith

Who is a retired United Church 
minister living in St. Marys

by Rev. Ione GRoveR

Classified Ads 
ONLY $11
(including tax)

for the first two 
weeks prepaid!

($15 if billed afterward)

Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home
Locally owned and operated by

Andrew Hodges since 2003
47 Wellington St. South, St. Marys

P.O. Box 304
Tel: 519-284-2820

Email: andrew@hodgesfuneralhome.ca
Website: www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

Introducing
The Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home

One Funeral Home, One Focus
At the Hodges Funeral Home, I already know my

prices are significantly lower than
other funeral homes outside of St. Marys.

But if you find a lower price
by any funeral provider

within 80 km of St. Marys, bring their quote,
(quote dated within the current year)
into the Hodges Funeral Home and

we’ll beat it by $200

We honour the memories of:

Marjorie M. Leslie
February 22, 2015

Doris Skipper
February 25, 2015

Alphonse Wauthier
February 25, 2015

For service details please call the
Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home

519–284–2820
or visit www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

OBITUARIES

Leslie

Marjorie M. Leslie (nee Barley) passed away peacefully 
with family at her side at St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
on February 22, 2015 at the age of 78. Wife of Don 
Leslie whom she married on October 11, 1958. Mother 
of Margaret Runhart and her friend Robin, and Don 
Leslie and his wife Sandra. Survived by seven beautiful 
grandchildren and two extra beautiful great-grandchildren. 
Brother of John Barley and his wife Ginette. Also 
survived by nieces and nephews. Marjorie, in her youth, 
played fastball with the St. Marys Poullets and later in 
life was an avid lawn bowler. Her family wishes to give a 
special thanks to the staff at St. Marys Memorial Hospital 
for their great care. Cremation has taken place. A family 
service to be held at a later date. Memorial donations may 
be made to the St. Marys Memorial Hospital Foundation 
or the Ontario Heart & Stroke Foundation. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, St. 
Marys (519-284-2820) with online condolences at www.

hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

Skipper
Doris Skipper (nee McDonald) passed away into the arms of 
her Lord, at home in Mitchell, on Feb. 25, 2015, three days 
from her 90th birthday. Wife of the late Herbert Franklin 
Skipper (Oct. 6, 1984). Mother of Merle and Jake Hoekstra 
of Mitchell, Cheryl and Stew Riordan of St. Marys, Jane 
and Harold Hastie of Elora, and Cliff and Wendy Skipper 
of St. Marys. Also survived by ten grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren with one on the way. Sister of 
Josephine Kietz of Whitby. Predeceased by her grand-
daughter Rebecca Riordan and sisters Isabelle, Elise, 
Roberta, Mona, Eleanor, Marlene and Jessie. Visitation at 
the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral Home, 47 Wellington St. S. 
St. Marys (519-284-2820) on Friday, Feb. 27, from 2 – 4 
& 7 – 9 p.m. The Funeral Service will be conducted at the 
funeral home on Saturday, February 28, 2015 at 11 a.m. 
with Pastor David Horne officiating. Interment to follow 
in St. Marys Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made 

to the St. Marys Salvation Army Food Bank.
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

Wauthier
Alphonse “Al” Wauthier, Canadian Veteran, passed away 
peacefully at St. Marys Memorial Hospital with family by 
his side on February 25, 2015 at the age of 93. Beloved 
husband of the late Alice Cyster (2000). Father of June 
Blanchard and her husband Roy (predeceased 2010 ), 
Ken Wauthier (predeceased 2013), and Bill Wauthier and 
his wife Cathy. Grandfather of Tim and Laura, Kim and 
Steve, Wayne, Rick and Theresa, Connie and Sid, Steve, 
Mike and Grace and will be missed by many Great-
grandchildren, Great-great-grandchildren, best friends of 
his neighbourhood corner and many friends and extended 
family members. Predeceased by his parents Augusta Thys 
and Gustave. Family and friends are invited to the Andrew 
L. Hodges Funeral Home, 47 Wellington St. S. St. Marys 
(519-284-2820) on Saturday, February 28, 2015 for visiting 
from 1 p.m. until the time of the Funeral Service at 2 p.m. 
with Rev. Doug Loucks officiating. Interment in St. Marys 
Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the Ontario 

Heart & Stroke Foundation or Canadian Cancer Society.
Online condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

The BEST
Advertisement
rates in town!
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For  Rent :  Two  bed room 
apartment. Heat, Hydro included, 
$850 a month. Call Jamie at 519-
284-2618. 02/13

Medium

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIEDS HELP WANTED

This Week’s QUIZ 
ANSWERS:

1. Tennessee
2. Six
3. Ho Chi Min
4. Dog (called Laika 

- no, sadly she 
never made it 
back)

5. Gilbert Keith 
(1874-1936)

6. 15 (fifteen)
7. Guys and Dolls
8. Big toe
9. Egypt
10. Mr. Snookums

SERVICES

Call Stewart Grant at 519-868-1290
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

The Difference?
Full Postal Service
284-3101

M & M VARIETY

For Sale: Oak Olhausen Pool 
Table(4x8), two sets of balls and 
accessories. $1600. Please leave 
a message. 519-284-2550. 02/06

For Sale: Bissell upright vacuum 
with attachments, replacement 
filter and users manual. Used only 
a few times. Paid $250, asking 
$75. Call 519-284-3610 02/20

FOR SALE

Open 8 to 4:30 M–F
8 to 11:30 Saturdays

519-284-2800
206–211 Carling St.

St. Marys

Robson Scrap MetalSt. Marys Independent
Office Location:
36 Water St., P.O. Box 2065,
St. Marys, ON, N4X 1C3

P: 519.284.0041
F: 519.284.0042

Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

519-508-2123
www.crossheating.com

●Furnaces
●A/C
●Fireplaces

●Boilers
●Water Heaters
●Softeners

Sales, Service and Rentals

Check Your Ad!! The St. Marys Independent Newspaper requests that advertisers check their ad upon publication as we will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion and there shall be no liability for non-insertion of any advertisement. Liability for errors in 
ads is limited to the amount paid for the space occupying the error. The publisher must be notified in writing of any error(s) within three days of distribution date.All copy is subject to the approval of management of The St. Marys Independent Newspaper.

Deadline for all Upcoming Events and Classifieds is WEDNESDAY AT NOON of the week the ad is to be run!
Any ads Submitted after MAY NOT MAKE IT IN! Phone: 284-0041 Fax: 284-0042 Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

 Like us on
 Facebook
"St Marys Independent"

HELP WANTED
for Mink Breeding for the month of March

Call Frank Edye
519-284-2221

Responsible to perform various warehouse duties so that orders 
are picked, packed and shipped properly, while helping to 

maintain a safe, clean working environment.
Training will be during March break

Monday to Friday start times of 8:00 a.m. or 12:30 p.m.
Finish times range from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Once school starts the shift will be Monday to Friday right after 
school until shift ends.

If you are interested in applying for this job please plan on attending 
a Job Fair on Wednesday March 4, 2015 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at:

Veterinary Purchasing Company Limited
485 Queen St. W.

St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1B7
Please bring a current resume and three references.

Veterinary Purchasing Company Limited located in St. Marys, 
Ontario, the largest Veterinary Supplier in North America is 

currently looking to add 20 High
School Students (preferably grade 10 or 11) as:

WAREHOUSE WORKER

Perfect for a mature person looking for a part time position
We are currently accepting applications for a permanent part time 
casual Environmental Services Aide to work in housekeeping and 
laundry. Experience is an asset but not necessary, we will train. 
This position will require some weekend shifts, satisfactory; work 
performance and attendance. Any interested, mature applicant 
should fax, e mail or mail their résumé to the attention of the 
Environmental Services Manager, at Wildwood Care Centre, 
100 Ann Street, Box 2200, N4X 1A1,
Fax 519 284 0575, e mail; environmentalservices@outlook.com.
Unfortunately only the applicants under consideration for this position will be contacted.

Follow us on 
Twitter

“@stmarysindy”

NEED HELP?
Place a help wanted 

ad with us.
info@stmarysindependent.com

Place An Ad!
P:284-0041

Have something 
to sell?
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TWeekly payment over 84 months, with $0 down, taxes extra example $20,000 fi nanced at 4.98% for 84months equals 364 weekly payments of $67.50, cost of borrowing is $3845.20. o.a.c.
*2014 Automotive Production numbers.

Mon. - Thurs. 8 - 7, Fri. 8 - 5, Sat. 9 - 4

AllRoads.ca 
519-284-3308

425 QUEEN ST. W. ST. MARYS  Brian Brant Travis Stacey Holly Barlow

Work or Play Ram Everyday
Huge Sale on 2014 Ram Trucks up to 

$16,500 in discounts & credits off MSRP
2013/2014

Truck of the Year

2014 Ram SXT Crew 4X2

2014 Ram Laramie Crew 4X4

2014 Ram Express 4X4

2014 Ram Longhorn Crew 4X4
Hemi v8 with MDS, Tow pkg., auto, air, power windows, power locks, power mirrors, cruise 
control, tilt wheel, keyless entry, am/fm sat. radio, stability control, aluminum wheels, anti-
spin diff erential, anti-lock brakes, front & side airbags, warranty, roadside & more.

MSRP
$40,163

Normal Sale Price
$29,995

Equipped with hemi v8 engine, heated / cooled leather seats, heated steering wheel. navigation, 
ram hood, keyless go, spray in boxliner, backup camera, 8sp. Automatic Transmission, air 
conditioning, anti-lock brakes, fog lights, pwr sliding rear window, airbags, am/fm / sat. radio, 8.4 
screen, bluetooth, tilt wheel, cruise, power windows, locks & mirrors, stability control, tow pkg.

MSRP
$54,358

Normal Sale Price
$43,595

Hemi v8 with 8sp. transmission, heated leather power seats, heated steering wheel, remote 
start, push button start, anti-spin, power options including sunroof, navigation, tow pkg., spray 
in boxliner, cruise, tilt wheel, dual exhaust, chrome running boards, bluetooth, sat. radio, power 
sliding rear window & much more.

MSRP
$59,853

Normal Sale Price
$47,995

Hemi v8, auto, air, 20” Chromed wheels, power windows, locks, airbags, anti-lock 
brakes, mirrors, tilt, cruise, sat. radio, tow pkg., dual exhaust, keyless entry & more.

MSRP
$38,733

Normal Sale Price
$30,595

Loaded Hemi, heated leather/cooled seats, heated wheel, push button start, 8 sp. 
automatic, air, anti-spin, power options including seats & roof,  Air ride suspension, 
backup camera and sensors, trailer tow group and much more.

MSRP
$65,329

Normal Sale Price
$53,995

Allroads
Clearance

Price

Allroads
Clearance

Price

Allroads
Clearance

Price

Allroads
Clearance

Price

$84T

Weekly

$128T

Weekly

$94T

Weekly

Chrysler is the #1automotive manufacturer in Canada*
7 ‘2014’ left - Hurry in for the best truck buy.

$161T

Weekly

$144T

Weekly

Allroads
Clearance

Price

2014 Ram Sport Quad Cab 4X4

$25,295

$48,797

$38,577

$43,590

$28,295


