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THERE’S AN ELF HERE SOMEWHERE

Black’s Financial Services
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For More Products and 
Financial Advice Call Us Today!

Are you taking advantage of the TFSA?
1 YR 1.81% - 3 YR 2.11% - 5 YR 2.57%
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General
Manager

YES or NO
(no speeches please)

To cast your vote by 
phone: 519.284.0041 
or ON OUR WEBSITE

www.stmarysindependent.
com

before Monday at 9am
Watch for the results

next week.
Last Week’s Question:

Will you be doing the 
majority of your Christmas 

shopping in town?

Yes 30% No 70%

Mayor Strathdee said the Water 
Street bridge is the Town’s top 

priority. Do you agree?

This week’s question:

 SECRET WORD 
CONTEST:

Congrats to last week’s 
winner, C. Weadick who 

receives three 6/49 
tickets plus Encore. 

You can win by finding 
the secret word and 
telling us the ad it 

appeared in, along with 
your name and phone 
number. This week’s 

word is Stuffing
Remember, the word 
can appear in any ad 
throughout the paper, 
so happy searching 

and good luck!

395 Queen Street, West

HAVE YOUR

SAY
This week sponsored by

AUTO PARTS
RADAR

Green Arc tire have notified 
the Ministry of the Environ-
ment (MOE) of a change in 
their production and storage 
numbers to help them get an 
approval to start production. 
The MOE have set a 45–day 
public review period for indi-
viduals to make a comment. 
The end of this process ends 
on January 16, 2015. The fol-
lowing is listed on the MOE 
website. 

“This proposal is for a new En-

vironmental Compliance Ap-
proval (Waste Disposal Site) 
for the use and operation of a 
waste disposal site (transfer 
site/processing facility) in the 
Town of St. Marys with a total 
site area of 17.8 hectares, to 
be used for processing up to 
9 tonnes per day (900 tires 
per day) of solid non-hazard-
ous waste (tires). 
The total amount of waste 
and processed materials 
stored at the site will not 

exceed 247 tonnes (24,700 
tires) at any time. 
Site activities will include 
tire receiving and inspection, 
buffing, tire preparation (ap-
plication of cement and new 
rubber), vulcanization and 
final inspection. 
Green Arc has also submit-
ted an application for an 
Environmental Compliance 
Approval for Air and Noise, 
being processed under Min-
istry Reference No. 7664-

9GBQL6. 
This proposal has been 
posted for a 45 day public 
review and comment period 
starting December 02, 2014. 
If you have any questions, 
or would like to submit your 
comments, please do so by 
January 16, 2015 to the indi-
vidual listed under “Contact”. 
Additionally, you may submit 
your comments on-line.
All comments received prior 
to January 16, 2015 will be 

considered as part of the de-
cision-making process by the 
Ministry of the Environment 
if they are submitted in writ-
ing or electronically using the 
form provided in this notice 
and reference EBR Registry 
number 012-1420.
Please Note: All comments 
and submissions received 
will become part of the public 
record. You will not receive 
a formal response to your 

Green Arc revises numbers
Public have until Jan. 16 for comments

Coun. Pope Deputy Mayor

CERTIFIED

NEW 2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

$19,995
JUST

519-284-3308

plus tax

Well equipped with V6, auto, air, 
front & side air bags, anti-lock brakes, 
stability control, power windows, 
locks & mirrors, tilt, cruise, am/fm cd, 
keyless entry, rear stow & go, Dodge 
Warranty & more!

Kicking off federal election campaign, 
McCotter travels to Ottawa, meets Trudeau

New Council sworn in
Having recently completed 
trips to Hamilton and 
Ottawa for federal Liberal 
conventions, Perth-
Wellington federal Liberal 
candidate Stephen McCotter 
is off and running in his 
campaign for the 2015 
Federal Election.
During his nomination 
acceptance speech in 
Stratford last month, 
McCotter thanked his 

“great and growing team 
of volunteers”. He and 
his volunteer team are 
now active again, reports 
McCotter: “We regrouped 
immediately after our 
nomination victory and the 
support from our Riding 
Association and the Liberal 
Party of Canada since the 
nomination has been terrific.”
On Saturday, Nov. 29, 
McCotter traveled to 
Hamilton to attend a federal 

Liberal convention designed 
to support Ontario-based 
candidates and volunteers. 
More recently, he attended 
a follow-up candidates’ 
convention in Ottawa from 
Dec. 8-10 with Liberal MPs 
and candidates from across 
Canada.

“We are very pleased to see 
how much attention and 
support Perth-Wellington is 
already receiving from the 
Liberals,” said McCotter. “As 
I have said before, the riding 
needs more attention and 
deserves more attention, 
and I know that as an MP, I 
would bring our local issues 
to the forefront.”
During his visit to Ottawa, 
McCotter worked together 
with Liberal Leader Justin 
Trudeau, current MPs 
and over 100 new Liberal 
candidates. “I had a one-
on-one meeting with Justin 

Trudeau. We discussed the 
history of Perth-Wellington, 
including his father’s jump 
off the St. Marys Quarry 
high-dive, and the riding’s 
federal representation over 
the past number of years. 
I emphasized the issues 
most important to Perth-
Wellington and the lack 
of attention our riding has 
received from Ottawa over 
the past ten years,” said 
McCotter.

“We discussed my concerns 
about the cuts to VIA Rail 
and Canada Post, the need 
to develop and protect 
markets for our farmers 
and agriculture industry, 
improving economic 
opportunity, and the lack of 
attention received by the 
riding from Ottawa over the 
last decade,” he said. “It is a 
certainty, that after ten years 

The new Mayor, Al Strathdee 
wore a kilt and his three 
children, Andrea, Rachel 
and Billy, performed two 
songs, and thus the new 
session of Town Council 
began. In his opening 
remarks Mayor Strathdee 

said “I stand before you very 
humbled at the opportunity 
to lead this community that 
I have such a passion for. I 
am very grateful for the trust 
and faith that the citizens 
have shown me. I am sure 

Continued on page 5Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5
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“December’s wintery 
breath is already clouding 
the pond, frosting 
the pane, obscuring 
summer’s memory...”
~ John Geddes
It seems that each year, 
no matter how much time 
I spend fretting about not 
being able to produce 
a happy Christmas for 
my Christmas Hamper 
applicants, I am always 
proved wrong. One 
would think I would have 
learned my lesson after 
nearly ten years on this 
job. Apparently what they 
say about old dogs and 
new tricks is true. I should 
know better because the 
Town of St. Marys and 
surrounding communities 
show us how much they 
care about the work 
we do by the wonderful 
response to our Letter 
Appeal, our Kettle 
Campaign and by the 
tremendous amount of 
work involved in holding 
food and toy drives for our 
Christmas program. Our 
sponsors, many of them 
the same ones year after 
year also make it easier 
for us to help families 
who have a particularly 
challenging time around 
the holiday season. This 
year we tried something 
new. We have groups and 

individuals sponsoring 
an item or items for our 
food hampers and our 
toy room. What a huge 
difference it makes. We 
have people collecting 
particular toys and food 
items so we don’t have 
to decide which child 
will get the coveted toy 
because we know we 
will have enough to go 
around. Thank you to all 
the groups/organizations/
businesses/churches 
and individuals who so 
willingly did the collecting 
for us. A special thank you 
to the Huron/Perth EMS 
for the food drive they 
held last Saturday at the 
Independent Grocer. We 
count on people like you 
each year and you never 
disappoint.
This past week was 
spent packing toy bags 
for the children on our 
applications. We are 
well over 120 children at 
this point and still expect 
some more last minute 
applicants as is the case 
each year. Despite our 
ads in the local papers, 
and posters around town, 
not to mention the pretty 
large sign outside the 
Salvation Army Church 
which gives the dates of 
the hamper applications 
some people still miss the 

three application dates we 
set aside each year. We 
still accept late applicants 
but we cannot guarantee 
they will receive a full 
hamper since our orders 
for short falls have been 
placed with both grocery 
stores and cannot be 
changed at this point. 
We always do the best 
we can, even for our late 
applicants.
As the clock ticks down 
to our two distribution 
dates, December 18 and 
19, we are working hard 
to choreograph all the 
work that is involved in 
a successful distribution 
program. Many details 
need to be looked after 
for things to go smoothly. 
Somehow, each year it is 
accomplished and I am 
grateful for that. It takes 
many hands to do the 
work required and I am 
also very grateful for the 
dedicated volunteers we 
have who pitch in each 
year to help us get the 
Christmas Hampers built 
and stacked and ready 
for distribution. It is a 
daunting task without the 
extra help. Thank you to 
all for the time you have 
given us.
We are still looking for 
people, businesses and 
churches to help us fill 

our empty kettle spots at 
all three locations. The 
kettles are one of our 
main sources for raising 
funds at this time of year. 
If you find you can spare 
an hour or two to stand by 
one of our kettles please 
give the office a call at 
519-284-2760 and we will 
try to find a time slot that 
will suit you.
I try not to single people 
out in this column, but 
I have to give a great 
big thank you to Dave 
and Chrissy and their 
children for showing up 
on Tuesday evening with 
several bags of items for 
teens. We had just closed 
our files after packing toy 
hampers, because we 
had nothing left for the 
teens, and in walked this 
little family with exactly 
the items we needed 
to finish packing for our 
teenagers.
Once again, thank you 
to all the people who 
have been so generously 
involved with our 
Christmas work this year. 
We could not do it without 
you.
Wishing everyone a 
splendid weekend.
Blessings,
Sally Ann

566 Queen St. E. • 519-284-4348

Senior of the Week

If you would like to nominate someone for Senior of the 
Week, Contact us at 284-0041 (phone), 284-0042 (fax), 

or info@stmarysindependent.com.

Our senior of the week this week is Ray 
Morrison who celebrated his 88th birthday 

yesterday December 11th. Ray (shown with 
a photo he took of the last steam engine 

that went through St. Marys in 1973) was a 
long time employee of Domtar Packaging, 

and has 4 children, 10 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. Happy Birthday Ray!

Sally Says

2.33%

2.47%

2.82%

2.32%

2.47%

2.82%

Located across from Nissouri Manor 
Retirement Living in Thorndale

Free Delivery to London, St. Marys 
& Middlesex County

Ostomy Supplies, Home Health Care
Free blister packaging

We Match All Prices

 Follow us
 on Twitter

"@stmarysindy"



St. Marys Independent Friday, December 12, 2014 3

S.A.S.S. (STRATFORD) SUBARU
2001 Ontario St., Stratford

519-273-3116 www.stratfordsass.com
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COMMENTARY EDITORIAL

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“I am sure that I speak for the entire council when I say we all realize it is an enormous privilege and 
responsibility to serve the town, and we will be accountable for all our actions.”

~ Mayor Al Strathdee, at the inaugural Council meeting.

This and that!

The 
Independent
THOUGHTS

OF THE WEEK
If you spend your 

whole life waiting for 
the storm you’ll never 
enjoy the sunshine.

Don’t let the world 
change your smile, let 
your smile change the 

world.

Many people lose the 
small joys in the hope 
for the big happiness.

Real difficulties can be 
overcome. It is only the 

imaginary ones that 
are unconquerable.

BooBravo

*Please note all Boo’s and Bravo’s must be 
signed in order to be considered.

We have two Boos submitted this week.
The first one goes “to all those who have 
not said “Thank you” or “You’re welcome” 
to anyone during the past month”.
The second Boo goes to “all those who 
shovel snow onto the street or worse still 
put it across from their home. During the 
first snow a couple of weeks ago, people 
did this all the time and it just puts extra 
work on the Town to keep streets and 
sidewalks clear”.

We have four Bravos submitted this week.
The first one is a Bravo “to the nice 
gentleman who returned my son’s iPhone 
5 that he lost when he was collecting can 
goods for the food bank with his school. It 
certainly makes you believe in mankind 
when people like this are thoughtful 
enough to take the time to track me down.”
The second Bravo goes “to the lady who 
runs the French fry wagon for supplying 
hot chocolate to the people manning the 
kettle outside Scotia Bank”. The next 
Bravo goes “to Barbara Jefferson for her 
kindness and thoughtfulness in providing 
historic photos of a new business building 
during construction inn the West end”.
The last Bravo goes “to Joyce Tate, for 
her instructions and help in making fleece 
tied blankets with the people from East 
Nissouri Union Church, to be given to a 
teen’s girl’s home in London”. 

BOO!

BRAVO!

36 Water St. St. Marys, ON, PO Box 2310 N4X 1A2
Info@stmarysindependent.com
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Christmas ideas?

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
665 James St. N. 

519•284•3220

THE FLOORING
AND PAINT STORE

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
www.flooringandpaintstore.ca

 Like Us On Facebook: The Flooring & Paint Store

Store Hours:
MON-FRI 9 am - 6 pm

SAT 9 am - 2 pm

Have you ever wondered how 
sometimes you never hear 
how some stories end? We 
wanted to examine some new 
and some old stories that we 
wonder how they turned out or 
will turn out.
The first one is a brand new 
one and we should not have 
to wait too long for an answer.
When Mayor Strathdee, who 
ran a very good first meeting 
on Tuesday night, mentioned 
a “pay freeze”, did he mean 
the Mayor’s job, Council 
or Town staff? We await a 
clarification to be coming in 
the near future. There have 
been different interpretations 
from different people on what 
the Mayor meant, so it will 
be interesting to see what he 
meant. We think it will be a 
Council pay freeze.
The next local story that has 
disappeared is the proposed 
gas station on Queen Street 
West. We know the original 
owner resold the property, 
after knocking down the stone 
house, but there has not been 
any mention of any new plans. 

Many people were looking 
forward to another gas station 
in town that could even mean 
a gigantic gas war starting 
here!
Another unfinished story 
regards the former Arthur 
Meighen School. When the 
school was sold, the new 
owners said there would be 
many related businesses 
starting in the building and 
the possibility of homes being 
built on Egan Avenue. Every 
time we pass the area there 
does not seem to be too much 
happening, so we guess we 
will have to wait and see.
The last story is about Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 370 which 
disappeared March 8th of this 
year. With so many personnel 
looking for it and might we 
add with very sophisticated 
equipment, how come there 
has never been an answer as 
to where it went. What ever 
happened to the saying “it’s a 
small world”.
If you have answers to any of 
the above, please let us know.
Something to think about…
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Mycorrhiza commonly 
referred to as Mycorrhi-
zal fungi, is an important 
part of a trees ecosystem. 
Mycorrhizal fungi col-
onize a plant’s root sys-
tem creating a network 
of that is extremely bene-
ficial to plants and trees 
alike. Mycorrhiza not only 
helps the tree growth, but 
also allows the tree to ab-
sorb and access different 
nutrients. The relation-
ship between a plant and 
the Mycorrhizal fungi is 
referred to as a symbiotic 
relationship, which simply 

means mutually benefi-
cial.
This relationship is vital 
for a plant to maintain 
good health. Unfortu-
nately in residential areas, 
the Mycorriza is often dis-
turbed due to construc-
tion, chemicals, and fun-
gicides. This is why often 
in new urban areas there 
are small unhealthy trees. 
The lack of Mycorrhiza in 
a soil can also cause a 
tree or shrub to become 
stressed, which leads to 
other problems such as 
disease.

Though most profession-
als would just recommend 
using a fertilizer, to pro-
mote tree growth, there 
are always alternative op-
tions. Mycorrhiza is some-
times supplemented into 
the soil, to promote soil 
quality and plant growth. 
This process is referred to 
as AM (Arbuscular Mycor-
rhizal) soil inoculation, 
this seems to have better 
long term success than 
fertilizer alone.
If you have a question, 
you can email me at jts-
quote@gmail.com, and 

I will respond either by 
email or in a future arti-
cle. If you would like me 
to come and assess one 
of your trees, you can call 
me at 519-272-5742.
Joel Hackett is a Certified 
Arborist Residing in the 
St Mary’s Area. Spending 
most of the year running 
Joel’s Tree Service, he 
also teaches Arborculture 
during the winter at Lamb-
ton College.  Joel Hackett 
does not assume any lia-
bility for any information 
in this article.

Tree Tips: Mycorrhiza

Upper Thames conservation authority 
developing new precipitation monitoring system

By Dan Rankin
The Upper Thames River 
Conservation Authority 
(UTRCA), in collaboration 
with Western University and 
Environment Canada, is de-
veloping a new rainfall moni-
toring system for collecting 
data throughout the Thames 
River watershed. According 
to Mark Helsten, UTRCA 
Senior Water Resources 
Engineer, the system will 
merge their rain gauge data 
with Environment Canada 
radar information to allow 
a more accurate, real time 
picture of storm, flood and 
drought events in the re-
gion. Few organizations in 
the province have made the 
switch to the new “merging 
systems.”

“This data will be extremely 
useful for our flood forecast-
ing and warning program,” 
Helsten said. “Currently, we 
get real time precipitation 
data from 20 rain gauges 
across the Thames water-
shed, but this network does 
not always capture localized 
intense storms, which may 
become more frequent in 
the future. We can also use 
this information to monitor 
watershed conditions during 
droughts, to monitor water-
shed health, and for com-
puter modeling.”
Helsten said the UTRCA 
has been interested in tack-
ling a project like this for 
at least seven years, but 
hasn’t had the financial abil-
ity to have one staff member 
focus on its development. 
They learned about a pro-
gram from the Natural Sci-

ence and Engineering Re-
search Council, applied and 
got a grant that has allowed 
Western University graduate 
student Jack McKee “work 
exclusively on this project for 
a little over a year,” Helsten 
said.
In a video focusing on the 
merging system, McKee 
said his work is about “trying 
to gain a better understand-
ing of the rainfall patterns 
over top of the watershed, 
so we can see how the riv-
ers and tributaries of the 
Thames River will react to 
different precipitation pat-
terns in a near real time 
fashion.”
Previously, the UTRCA has 
monitored rain using auto-
mated “tipping bucket rain 
gauges,” Helsten said. “We 
also use radar a lot since it 
gives us a good indication 
of where it’s actually rained. 
The problem is that the radar 
doesn’t estimate the quan-
tity of rain very well. So, the 
idea was to merge the two 
systems together.”
The result will be “a bet-
ter overall estimate of how 
much it’s actually rained,” he 
said.
Then, knowing how much it’s 
rained, they can use calcu-
lation models to more accu-
rately predict the volume of 
water that will enter into the 
streams and tributaries of 
the Upper Thames, and pro-
vide timely warnings about 
floods. “It’s really about the 
connection between how 
much it rains and how that 
affects the water levels in 
the rivers and streams,” he 

said. “In each municipality 
within the watershed there 
is an appointed flood coor-
dinator, so we would then 
communicate with them and 
say, okay, in St. Marys we’re 
estimating that the water 
level is going to come up a 
meter and a half to a flow of, 
say, 500 cubic metres per 
second, which will flood the 
Flats.”
In flood forecasting, Helsten 
said, there are “critical 
thresholds, where we would 
want to be very accurate 
about being able to give that 
information if there has to be 
an action taken, such as the 
evacuation of the downtown 
of St. Marys, for example.”
Though the region hasn’t 
experienced many sum-
mer floods in recent his-
tory, Helsten said, climate 
change may result in their in-
crease. “It’s a new thing that 
is perhaps related to climate 
change and perhaps some-
thing we’ll see more of in the 
future,” he said. “I think as 
we move forward we might 
see more and more of these 
summer events and so we’ll 
have a lot more data we can 
look at and try to understand 
the ways these things be-
have, and try to give better 
forecasts to our member 
municipalities.”
McKee’s research was rec-
ognized last month at the 
Latornell Conservation Sym-
posium in Alliston, when he 
won first prize in the Student 
Poster Call showcase for his 
project titled “Gauge-radar 
precipitation merging meth-
ods for reliable flood fore-
casting.” Competing against 
students from environmen-
tal programs at universities 
and colleges across On-
tario, McKee received the 
most votes from delegates 
around the province.

The BEST
Advertisement
rates in town!

of little-to-no attention from 
Ottawa, Perth-Wellington 
needs a strong voice in 
Parliament.”
McCotter says his focus for 
the rest of the month is to 
work hard to attract more 
volunteers to his campaign 
team. In conjunction with 
National Field Organizers 
from the Liberal Party of 
Canada, McCotter will be 
hosting a series of events in 
the riding to invite volunteers 
to join the team and learn 
more about the upcoming 
campaign. The first volunteer 

event will be on Monday, Dec. 
15 at the Westover Inn in St. 
Marys from 6:30 PM to 8:00 
PM.. This will be followed 
by an event in Listowel on 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 and in 
Stratford on Thursday, Dec. 
18.
According to McCotter, 
“These volunteer events are 
about inviting anyone who is 
interested in getting involved 
and working together to 
advance Perth-Wellington’s 
interests in the 2015 Federal 
Election. All are welcome. It 
will be a great opportunity to 
meet new people, become 

involved, and work together 
in the weeks and months 
ahead.”

that I speak for the entire 
council when I say we all 
realize it is an enormous 
privilege and responsibility 
to serve the town, and we 
will be accountable for all 
our actions”. He mentioned 
that the first call he had 
from Town CAO, Kevin 
McLlwain, was to inform 
him that the Town will lose 
$134K in Province funding 
this year and with a meeting 
with a Town staff member 
who told him that there is a 
potential bill for $600K for 
roof repairs, adding “we 
will work hard to develop 
solutions to overcome these 
financial challenges”. Among 
his priorities the Mayor listed 
the Green Bridge as “our first 
priority.” Other priorities are 
to investigate ways to open 
the Quarry high dive and 
cliffs, “to take a pay freeze” 
and to improve relations with 

neighbouring municipalities. 
“Tough economic times 
require partnerships, and 
to work to catch up on 
infrastructure deficits”, the 
Mayor said. “We need to 
pay more attention to our 
streets, parks and sidewalks. 
We have fallen behind on 
maintenance”. He added 
that Council has to work 
toward maintaining Via Rail 
Service and they all need to 
show support for the citizen 
group trying to save it. One 
of the other issues Mayor 
Strathdee mentioned was 
to work toward maintaining 
our hospital service. “As a 
community we need to be 
aware of potential changes 
and work to support and 
enhance the services 
offered”, the Mayor said.
In a 4-3 vote Coun. Carey 
Pope was chosen as 
Deputy Mayor. When Mayor 

Strathdee originally asked 
about filling this position, 
Coun. Lynn Hainer said that 
she would do it but Coun. 
Don Van Galen put forward 
a motion nominating Coun. 
Pope, who was chosen.
In the only other business, 
Council passed By-laws 
assigning committee and 
board appointees. For a 
complete list please see 
page 21.

Federal Election

New St. Marys Council

comment, however, relevant 
comments received as part 
of the public participation 
process for this proposal will 
be considered by the deci-
sion maker for this proposal.”
To make a comment go to 
http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/
ERS-WEB-External  and 
type “Green Arc” into the 
search bar.

Green Arc
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Need Help?
Place a Help
Wanted Ad

in the
Independent
starting at

$32.50
+ HST.
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WORD SCRAMBLE

~Word Search~Video Game Characters

TONS OF FUN FOR KIDS 
EVERY WEEK!

Hey Kids... Every Riddle Kid that appears
in the paper gets a FREE MILKSHAKE

at the Sunset Diner!

Riddle Kid
The

Of The Week

Presents

PET OF THE WEEK

All Sizes Welcome
Complete Grooms
Teeth Cleaning

Nails Medicated Baths
Skunk/Flea Baths

Cats Welcome
Kennels with 

In-FloorHeating
Daycare

Vacation Stays

JAY & JULIE PELLIZZARI
R.R. #6 ST. MARYS (RANNOCH), ON N4X 1C8

519-280-4754
LDGROOMINGANDKENNELS @HOTMAIL.COM

CONGRATULATIONS
“PET OF THE WEEK” 

OWNER YOU HAVE WON
50% OFF ONE GROOMING

(dog or cat only) Call for an appointment!

To nominate a Pet of the Week call
The St. Marys Independent at 284-0041.

Our pet of the week this week is 
Tilly. Tilly is an 11 year old Beagle 
and her proud owners are Luanne, 

Robbie and Dakoda Harkes.

All that kids (12 & under) have to do is unscramble the word 
correctly and bring this form with their name and phone number 
to The St. Marys Independent by Wednesday at noon, and are 

then automatically in a draw with a chance to win a
MYSTERY PRIZE!

THIS WEEK’S WORD CLUE: LINK’S MAIN ENEMY

N F O D A O G R N
_________________________

NAME:__________________ PHONE:_____________ AGE:____

Cindy Campbell (12)

Riddles
What did the teddy bear say when 

it was offered dessert?
No thank you, I’m stuffed.

What did the calculator say to the 
math student?

You can count on me

Why did the banana split?
It saw the ginger snap.

What did one flower say to the 
other flower?

Hey, bud

How do you cut a wave in half?
Use a sea saw.

When are kids most likely to go 
to school?

When the door is open.

Why did the sea monster eat five 
ships that were carrying potatoes?

No one can eat just one potato 
ship.

What happened when the monster 
ate the electric company?
He was in shock for a week.

What do sea monsters eat for 
lunch?

Fish and ships.

How do you get 

100 Pikachus on 

a bus?

You Poke ‘em 

on!

P A U A S P U O L D I E Y C D 

Q R X I K I W R O U V Q E A S 

A V I T J T W N E E I K L P O 

Z W D N W O K Z T S A G D T N 

O T V E C E Y S V E W F I A I 

I Y M C Y E M A R I O O R I C 

R U B K O M S A D L E Z B N P 

A D O R H I U S J T P M Y F I 

W N Y U I T R C P S D K Z A T 

G Y W V H K J M A E I N L L E 

X O F R A T S M U A A Q V C H 

Y O S H I L U F F A J C J O Y 

R G O C G S I M Z Q H S H N N 

Q V V I Z K F N C L G J A S N 

S Q X C U I I J K J N K N D V

Mario
Luigi
Sonic

Princess Peach
Samus
Link

Zelda
Bowser

Pit
Kirby

Captain Falcon
Ridley

Wario
Star Fox

Steve
Mewtwo

Donkey Kong
Yoshi
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Born: London Age: 13
School: Holy Name Grade: 8
Favourite subject: Science
Favourite past-time: Soccer

Favourite teacher: Mr. Landers
Favourite artist: Black Eyed Peas

Ambition: To be a Scientist

The teen of the week receives a 
Slice and Pop from Godfather’s

Present the
and The St. Marys Independent

Teen of 
The Week

Brad Walsh

519-284-0900

Mon. - Fri: 10 - 5, Sat: 9 - 5, Sun: 10 - 5

Preserve of the month: 
Spirited Jams & Jellies●  Preheat oven to 425F

●  Gently toss thawed brussel sprouts, onion and apple pieces in 
olive oil and minced garlic. 

●  Spread evenly over rimmed baking sheet.
●  Season with salt and pepper to taste.
●  Roast in preheated oven until brussel sprouts are cooked, 

approximately 30 minutes.  Turn every 10 – 15 mins. 
●  Remove from oven, sprinkle with lemon zest and squeeze juice 

from zested lemon over sprouts and serve hot.

McCully’s has a great selection of unique gift items and 
stocking stuffers for under $10.00. 

Pick up a ready made gift basket or create your own 
from our wide variety of homemade preserves, maple 

syrup, honey, cider, fudge and lots more.

Large selection of Fresh Christmas 
Trees starting at $25.00

Spruce, Balsam, Concolour and Fraser

We are taking orders for Duck, Honey 
Glazed Spiral Ham and fresh Turkey for 

the Holidays.

16 oz frozen brussel sprouts 
(thaw before using)

2 McCully’s apples, peeled, 
cored and cut into ¾ inch 

chunks
2 sweet onions from 

McCully’s, cut into ¾ 
sections

2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
or as needed

Fresh ground sea salt and 
black pepper corns to taste
1 minced McCully’s garlic 

clove or to taste
Zest and juice from one 

lemon

Roasted Apples and Brussel Sprouts
Ingredients

Preparation

● Ambrosia
● Cortland

● Gala

● Honey Crisp
● McIntosh

● Spy

We have Local Ontario Apples

www.mccullys.ca 519-284-2564
● Sat. Dec. 13: 10 - 1 p.m. – Lucid Musings Photography

● *Sun. Dec. 14: 1 - 3 p.m. – Laf’s Photography

December 20 & 21, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m
Weather permitting.

* Please bring your own SD memory card

Photos with Santa

Horse drawn sleigh rides

A.N.A.F. UNit 265
23 WelliNgtoN St. N.

ATTENTION MEMBERS
New Years party

December 31st at 7:00 pm
Potluck Supper

Members with one guest only
Also: Membership 2015 cards are in. Pay by Dec. 31st 

to get into Early Bird Draw
Dec. 12th & 19th Meat Draws

Turkeys & Hams
Everyone Welcome
Open Mic Night

Saturday December 27th, 2014
8:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.

2015 Elimination Draw Tickets for sale at the bar
Makes a great stocking stuffer

PAINTING & DECORATING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Painting  • Caulking
• Dust free sanding  • Floor painting
• Airless spraying • Decorative painting
• Drywall repair  • Staining

Let Us Colour
YOUR

HOME!

Registered, licensed, insured

www.evpaintingdecorating.com
Email: e.voermans@outlook.com

Call for FREE ESTIMATES 519-274-1202

West End Variety
188 Queen St. W.

MON-FRI 6-10
SAT 7-10 SUN 8-10

$10VIDEO
RELEASESNEW 3

FOR
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Independent 
Shorts

● St. Marys Poetry Circle presents an evening of 
Poetry, Storytelling and Song for the Holidays. 
It takes place at Double Dog Dare Studio, 153 
Queen St. on Friday, Dec. 12 from 7 pm to 9 
pm. Please bring a cash or non–perishable 
food donation for the Salvation Army Food 
Bank. The event is for ages 10 and up.
● The Thorndale Santa Claus Parade takes 
place tonight downtown in Thorndale beginning 
at 7 pm. 
● The Perth South Jobs Fair that was 
postponed due to weather last month has 
been re–scheduled for March 4th, 2015.
● There will be a bus tour of St. Marys’ festive 
outdoor lights display on Wednesday, Dec. 17. 
Pickup begins at the Friendship Centre at 6:15 
pm and lasts until approximately 7:30 – 8 pm. 
Call St. Marys Mobility (519–284–4010) to 
register by Monday, Dec. 15. $5 per person. 
The lights display runs until Jan. 4.
● The Family New Year’s Eve at the Pyramid 
Centre runs from 6 to 8 pm on Dec. 31. A free 
skate will be sponsored by Tim Hortons and 
a free swim will be sponsored by Scotiabank. 
There will also be free face painting, food for 
sale and a balloon draw at 8:15 pm.
● News Editor Dan Rankin of the St. Marys 
Independent, celebrates his 27th Birthday on 
Sunday Dec. 14. Happy Birthday Dan!
● The St. Marys Independent is offering a 
special Holiday opportunity to extend to your 
family, friends and neighbours a special 
holiday message. For the low cost of $5 we 
will print your message and $3 will be donated 
to the Salvation Army Food Bank. This is a 
great way to help those less fortunate this 
Holiday Season.

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

Six years ago the Lavis 
Brothers and their Radar 
automotive store group 
made a business decision 
that would carry on a tradi-
tion. There would continue 
to be a couple of major 
players in auto parts sales 
in St. Marys. They pur-
chased the APC store on 
Queen St. East. It soon be-
came necessary to move 

and expand. The proximity 
of several repair garages 
and car dealerships made 
a location in the West end 
a good choice. The latest 
move brings another new 
dimension in a new spa-
cious building with ample 
parking and main street 
exposure. The APC af-
filiation gives them close 
access to such brand 

name parts as AC Delco, 
Moog, Federated, Stan-
dard, Dayco, NGK, Pico 
wiring accessories, and a 
full line of Kleenflo prod-
ucts. Sierra marine ba-
sics are expanding and a 
new high pressure hose 
fabrication system has 
been added as has a new 
selection of “AP and BP” 
belts. Interstate batteries 

for automotive, marine 
and heavy duty applica-
tions are another added 
line. A large bright show 
room area allows helpful 
displays. Prompt Service 
is top priority for Manager 
Doug Beer and staff Ryan 
Brown, Bill Cubberley, 
Bonnie Benny and Jim 
Kelly. It’s a complete team 
effort.

Pictured from left to right: Doug Beer, Jim Kelly (Rear), Bonnie Benny, Bill Cubberley, Ryan Brown

Radar Auto Parts

Free delivery!
In St. Marys and surrounding area

P.O. BOX 957, 155 Queen Street East, St. Marys ON, N4X 1B6 ● Phone: 519-284-1380 ● Fax: 519-284-1283

If it’s your Birthday this week:
Important documents signal new beginnings or new large 
purchase. Read the fine print before signing anything. Cheers!

For the rest of us:
Success in current ventures is shown for those willing to take 
things one step at a time. Look for a dark eyed man offers new 
insight that saves big problems down the line.

Now is the time to think about your Christmas advertising
Call 519-284-0041 for info

16 Water St. North
519-284-0187 ● sabrinarudy@icloud.com

Sabrina Rudy has recently joined the girls at
Stonetown Styles and Summer Dreams Tanning.

Sabrina will be offering 
specials during the month 

of December.

Christmas baskets starting @ $10.99 plus taxes.

December
Any formal style booked 

with Sabrina Rudy 
saves $10 and $5 off any 

makeup application.

Follow us on 

Twitter

“@stmarysindy”
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THIS WEEK IN AGRICULTURE
Perth Road 139, RR#6

St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1C8

519-229-8399 

Ryan Taylor
Septic Systems Installation 

& Repairs
Mini Excavating

 Skid Steer Service
 Post Holes

Parking Lot Sweeping
Concrete Breaking

Snow Removal

(Cash bids as of Thursday, 7:00 p.m.)

#2 YELLOW CORN
Old Crop - $4.54
New Crop - $4.30

SOYBEANS
Old Crop - $11.47
New Crop - $10.73

SOFT RED WHEAT
Old Crop - $6.53
New Crop - $6.22

Market Prices Sponsored by

695 Levitt Street Granton, ON Canada N0M 1V0

Seven B.C. poultry farms hit by avian flu, placed 
under quarantine

This week, two more 
poultry farms were 
placed under quaran-
tine in British Columbia’s 
Fraser Valley, where an 
estimated 155,000 birds 
are expected to be eu-
thanized to contain the 
avian flu.

Canada’s chief veteri-
nary officer Dr. Harpreet 
Kochhar said the vi-
rus was confirmed last 
Saturday after several 
turkeys died at a farm 
in Abbotsford and the 
producer volunteered to 
have his animals tested.

That was the same day 
that officials with the 
Canada Food Inspection 
Agency began destroy-
ing birds at a second 
farm in southwestern 
B.C. to stop the spread 
of the H5N2 avian flu.

Broiler-breeder chickens 
in Chilliwack, where the 

outbreak began, were 
destroyed last Friday. An 
estimated 60,000 birds 
are expected to be de-
stroyed at the largest 
quarantined farm.

Seven countries have 
now imposed restric-
tions on importing poultry 
meat or poultry products 
from B.C. or Canada, in-
cluding the United States, 
South Africa, Mexico, Ja-
pan, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and South Korea. The 
U.S. has banned poul-
try and poultry products 
including eggs, from 
the region, while South 
Africa and South Korea 
have extended those re-
strictions to all provinces 
and Japan has halted 
imports of day-old chicks 
from B.C. and poultry 
meats from Canada.

Kochhar called the re-
strictions “temporary,” 
and said the farm opera-
tions will be compensat-
ed by the federal govern-
ment for their losses.

“We are working very 
closely with our interna-
tional partners to share 
the information as it de-
velops and discuss spe-

cific restriction concerns 
or requirements,” he 
said. “The CFIA has mo-
bilized all available re-
sources to manage this 
situation.”

A three–kilometre con-
tainment zone has 
been imposed around 
the chicken and turkey 
farms, and Kocchar said 
it will not be surprising 
if more farms are quar-
antined in the coming 
days because the virus 
is highly contagious and 
can be spread by migra-
tory birds.

Strict measures were 
introduced after a seri-
ous outbreak in the Fra-
ser Valley in 2004, lead-
ing officials to order the 
slaughter of 17 million 
chickens, turkeys and 
domestic birds. Poultry 
farmers in the province 
are being urged to take 
an active role in protect-
ing their flocks by em-
ploying strict biosecurity 
measures on their prop-
erty and immediately re-
porting any suspicious 
symptoms to the Cana-
dian Food Inspection 
Agency.

B.C.’s chief veterinary 
officer Dr. Jane Pritchard 
said the latest farm to be 
quarantined had no links 
with the other facilities. 

“Very early on we knew 
that site two had shared 
birds with sites three and 
four,” she said.

Officials say the virus 
does not pose a risk to 
humans if poultry meat 
is properly handled and 
cooked, but in rare cas-
es it can be transmitted 
to people who work in 
close contact with ani-
mals.

Earlier this week, the 
CFIA announced a con-
trol zone covering the 
southern half of BC, 
where restrictions are in 
place regarding the mov-
ing of poultry. The re-
strictions are especially 
strict in the areas direct-
ly around the affected 
farms. Officials are look-
ing into the possibility 
that migrating wild birds 
introduced the virus into 
the region, though Koch-
her said  there is no con-
clusive evidence yet that 
the virus has been circu-
lating among wild birds.
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ST. MARYS MUSEUM
ARTIFACT OF THE WEEK

This week’s artifact from the St. Marys Museum is a historic 
photograph of William Near, on the far left, and three other 
soldiers. This photograph was taken at Christmas in 1916 
while William was serving in France. William Near and his 
brother Frank were both killed in action during the First World 
War. They are two of approximately 140 local men who are 
commemorated in a new book titled The Fallen. This book, 
written by Richard Holt, features an illustrated page with 
biographical information for each soldier commemorated 
on the St. Marys and Rannoch cenotaphs. Please join us at 
the St. Marys Museum on Friday, December 12 from 7:00-
9:00 p.m. to celebrate the official launch of The Fallen. For 
more information about the artifact or to order a copy of the 
book, contact the museum at museum@town.stmarys.
on.ca or 519-284-3556.

Come out to the Creamery Monday nights
at 7 pm for weekly quiz night!

Weekend Quiz
Sponsored by

This week’s answers are found on pg. 23

1. What was the first ship to travel under the North 
Pole?

2. On TV’s ‘ALF’ - what planet was ALF from?
3. Who’s first solo hit was ‘Mother and Child 

Reunion’?
4. Bobby Orr played for the Boston Bruins for ten 

seasons. Which other NHL team did Bobby play 
for? 

5. In July of 2014, Justin Bieber was ordered to 
pay $80,900 in damages and serve two years on 
probation for a misdemeanor vandalism charge. 
What did he do?

6. What was the first boxed cereal?
7. Who has a tattoo saying Starland Vocal Band?
8. In the Snoopy cartoons what does Lucy offer in her 

booth?
9. Who was the first golfer to officially earn over $1 

million a year?
10. In Winnipeg there is a statue to which bear?

*Sudoku*
Easy difficulty rating

Medium difficulty rating

St. Marys Independent

OUR DELIVERY STANDARDS
It is our goal to deliver the St. Marys 

Independent Newspaper to every home in St. 
Marys, and to deliver it right to your door.
Your Independent newspaper should be 

placed inside your mailbox (if you have one), 
or otherwise placed securely near your front 
door where it won’t get blown away by the 

wind or dampened by the rain.
Our newspaper deliverers work hard to bring 
you the newspapers throughout the year, so 
please give them thanks when you see them.

If you live in St. Marys and aren’t receiving the 
newspaper or have a suggestion on delivery, 

please let us know by emailing
info@stmarysindependent.com or drop a note 

off to our offices at 36 Water Street.

WE CURL!
Tuesdays – 1:30 P.M.
Thursdays – 9:30 A.M.

JOIN US!
Drop-In Curling
Men & Women stmaryscurling.ca

EXERCISE – FRIENDSHIP – FUN

GET OFF THE COUCH!

St.Marys 
Independent

HAVE YOUR
SAY!

We want Your
opinion on the

newspaper!
stmarysindependent.com

facebook.com/stmarysindy

The BEST

Advertisement

rates in town!
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I bet you take a lot closer look at your hydro 
bill than I do. I have a partner that may 

look at the details but I realize that actual usage does 
not make a huge difference.(Global adjustment charges 
said to be about 70% of bill) Granted our lifestyle and 
working hours mean that we don’t use much hydro during 
daylight hours so may be a poor sample of dollars saved 
through the smart meter. However the Auditor General 
of Ontario (Bonnie Lysyk) is convinced that smart meters 
(1 in 6 don’t work) save little and have “No impact at all on 
conservation”. The cost to put them in use has doubled 
to $ 1.9 Billion (Surprise!!). Energy Minister Bob Chiarelli 
disagrees with raps against the smart meter program that 
Bonnie Lysyk does not understand the complexities of. 
The Auditor has a history with Manitoba Hydro. I guess 
hydro works differently in Manitoba. Municipal Affairs 
Minister Ted McMeekin stepped up to defend his buddy 
Bob because surely he is a master of the complexities 
(much more so than Bonnie) of the smart meter.
 Do the names of the parties involved in this latest scuffle 
or report really matter? What is new? Only the fact that 
Bonnie Lysyk has a history that may qualify her opinion 
somewhat on Hydro matters. We know that our bills have 
not dropped. We expected an over run in costs (as usual). 
It’s no secret that wind and solar power are sinking us. If 
you pay far more than you can sell for and generate at 
times when your only option is to dump excess what else 
could you expect? There is no news here just numbers. 
Can any of us in the working class comprehend that from 
2006 to 2015 we will pay $50 Billion in extra charges to 
cover the cost to sell spread? I assume that is the global 
adjustment. As in every Auditor Generals report there are 
huge money bleeds and abuses: WHY? Are government 
contracts a license to steel? Will politicians ever be able 
to manage anything. They always have all the answers 
and solutions to protect and serve us. You would think 
that occasionally they’d get it right (Still waiting).
NEW O.P.P. It was said on the radio today that C.P.P. 
works so an Ontario Pension Plan will work. I collect 
C.C.P. and there is no way it puts much of a dent in living 
expenses. If I live to be one hundred and twenty and 
paid into a new pension it still wouldn’t cover expenses. 
I have only worked where a company pension was an 
option for about 3 years. I have been self employed and 
picked a trade that not only got left behind in pay but 
changed careers a couple of times. Pay cheques were 
sporadic. Could a better option than C.P.P. be of help? 
OH Yah! Can small business and self employed business 
entrepreneurs afford it? Can minimum wage earners or 
their employers do it? For many it is a real struggle to 
get by as it is. If both pensions equaled minimum wage 
at least one might be able to be fed and sheltered. For 
those lucky enough to have not had to just get by and 
have a decent pension or savings: Good for you. Many 
in this situation will not give the subject of government 
pensions a second thought. For those of us that have it 
warrants a good look.
REMINISCING: Early in the 80’s (1982?) the Bank 
of Canada interest rate hit 21%. Try being in a retail 
business when that occurs! I’m sure many/most people of 
my era were hit hard when that happened. I had “Musical 
Dreams” (music store and actual plans and dreams). 
Musicians dropped in and played here and there and 
on Saturdays we tried to get a few in for jam sessions. 
On some occasions we joined sidewalk days and set up 
equipment on the street and had some musicians play. It 
was unrehearsed and you never knew who would drop 
by to play and sing a tune. I must admit that the “Worlds 
Coolest Music Store” spreads the music to youngsters 
just as I had hoped to do. Rob has taken himself and his 
many young protégés to many larger stages and indeed 
shares the music.
The interest rates shut my door and sent me home 
with inventory that sold off over the years. A real small 
business adds a great deal to our town and province. It’s 
too bad it’s so hard to get going and ride the tides.

“GOD BLESS” BILL CUBBerley

NO BRAINER!
Aggressive, difficult dogs 

welcome.
● Muzzle free
● Crate free

● One on one

Katherine Ballantyne, HBA, RMT
REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPIST

19 Water Street South
St. Marys, ON N4X 1A6

226-661-0130
New Patients Always Welcome!

Monday - Friday Appointments Available
www.stonetownchiro.com

GST: 826953762

Ph: 519-284-2284
Cell: 519-636-5874

www.hamenterprise.ca

PAINTING
• Paint 2 rooms and the smaller will be 1/2 price
• Paint 3 rooms and the smallest will be free
• Paint 4 or more and get 20% discount

Other services are available
You don’t have time to do it? We can do it for you.
GIVE US A CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.hamenterprise.ca
We may be able to do it for your price or less. 

You could be pleasantly surprised.

email: hamenterpriseinfo@gmail.com

New Homes & Renovations

•Roofing •Decks •Flooring •Trimming
•Drywall •Painting •Cement Work

•Garage Doors •Additions •Replacement Windows

Call Pete
& Barb Vossen
 519-284-1078

Now Offering Seamless Eavestroughing

All breed pet groomer
Marlene MacKenzie

Groomer/owner

255 Wellington St. S., St. Marys

519•284•0036

4870 Line 4, R.R. #6 St. Marys, Ontario N4X 1C8

Pick up & drop off service for your convenience!

www.thescruffypuppysalon.ca

NOW 
OPEN!

519.801.5513

Tyler Graham, CIM
Associate Advisor
tyler.graham@rbc.com
Tel: 519-271-4611
Fax: 519-271-7429
1-800-265-4596

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
187 Ontario Street
Stratford, On N5A 3H3

Open Monday - Friday
5:30 AM - 3 PM

21 Water St.

Everything Is Homemade!
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SUTTon GRoUP - fIRST ChoICe ReALTY LTD., BRokeRAGe 
WWW.SUTTon.CoM/fIRSTChoICeSM  offICe: 519-284-4515

Independently Owned and Operated
*** Broker of Record ** Broker * Sales Representative100%

 CANADIAN

www.paulkim.com
***PAUL GRAHAM
Broker of Record

O: (519) 271-5515

*SUE FOWLER
Sales Rep.

C: (519) 272-6961

www.suefowler.ca

*MARTI LINDSAY
Sales Rep.

C: (519) 272-9309

www.martilindsay.com

www.hmccutcheon.com
*HAROLD  

MCCUTCHEON
Sales Rep.

C: (519) 668-9979

**CATHIE SZMON
Broker

C: (519) 272-6019

www.cathieszmon.com

SRES

• Prime downtown location in the beautiful Town of St. Marys • 1400 square foot offi ce space •, Large 
front windows for displays • Located on the main street in the picturesque St. Marys. • Lease price 
includes water, sewer, heat and realty taxes • Call today for your private viewing
MLS 396884/363913                                      $1000/month lease

COMMERCIAL SPACE
114 Queen Street 

• High traffi c location • Front and rear access as well as parking • landlord is fl exible, can rent entire space 
(26 Water MLS 606289 $1200/month), front of building (26A Water MLS 168704 $900/month) or back of 
building (26B Water MLS 128846 Price $550/month) • well maintained building with many uses • landlord 
willing to work with new businesses
26A - MLS 168074                                                                                                                                   $900
26B - MLS 128846                                                                                                                                   LEASED

COMMERCIAL LEASE
26 Water St. South

• Lovely Brick Bungalow • Covered Front Porch • Large Partially Covered Back Deck • Open 
Concept Kitchen/Dining • 2 Gas Fireplaces • 2 1/2 Baths • Main Floor Laundry • Walkup into 
Double Attached Garage • Backs onto Parkland.
MLS 976146                                                                  $347,900

158 Southvale Rd., St. Marys
PERFECT ONE FLOOR LIVING

2-30 Ann St.

• One bedroom • Den • Enclosed front porch • Electric awning • Spacious kitchen with centre island and 
dinette • Private backyard • Detached garage with large storage room
MLS 879458                                                                                       $132,000

55 PLUS COMUNITY

● Commercial building ● Main street exposure ● Ample parking ● Approx. 1100 square ft 
commercial ● Approx. 1200 sq ft 2 level 3 bedroom apartment ● Well maintained and fully 
rented ● All new upper windows
MLS 301385 $265,000

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
141-143 Queen St 

Charming home in the village of Russeldale. ● Detached garage, ● large fenced back yard with 
above ground pool ● Patio doors off kitchen lead to a large deck. ● 2 good size bedrooms, ● 
formal dining room, ● office could be a 3rd bedrooms
MLS 598496                                                                                                                   Price $176,900

RURAL PROPERTY
5990 Perth Line 20 Russeldale

● 2.9 acres on the edge of St. Marys. ● Short distance to Stratford. ● 3 good size bedrooms with the master 
bedroom being on the main floor. ● Formal dining room and large living room have hardwood floor. ● Kitchen 
has updated windows, floor and insulation. ● Lower level has a finished rec room with gas fireplace. ● 
Sunroom off the back of the home. ● Detached garage with large work shop area at the back of it.
MLS 605847 $350,000

EDGE OF ST. MARYS
4215 Perth Line 9

• Large open concept entertaining space • 3 bedrooms, laundry room & 4 pc bath on main 
fl oor • Large covered deck • Beautiful stained pine doors & trim & ceramic fl oor • Unfi nished 
basement with bathroom rough in & room for large rec room & two additional good sized rooms 
just waiting to be fi nished.
MLS 978619                                                                                        $310,000

OPEN CONCEPT
52 Millson St.

• Brand new and ready to move in!! • Spacious master bedroom • Open 
concept kitchen, dining room and living room • 24' x 12' covered deck • Finished 
basement • Large rec room • 2 bedrooms • 4 pc bathroom • Beautiful pine trim 
and solid pine doors • Concrete driveway
MLS 607376                                                      $365,000

OPEN CONCEPT
126 Millson Cres., St. Marys

• Spectacular River View • Lovely Heritage home built in 1860 overlooking the Thames River • Privacy , with 
Stunning views • 4+ bedrooms, 3 baths (including master ensuite) • 3 fi replaces (2 gas, 1 wood) • Double 
attached garage • Don't miss your opportunity to own this home!
MLS 165566 $499,900

322 Emily St, St Marys
GORGEOUS VIEW, OLD CHARM

• Sellers are ready to move, come out and see this updated house • 3 bedroom family home 
steps from Lake Sunova • 3 bedrooms 2 baths • Newer baths and kitchen • Oversized lot • 
Detached garage and workshop.
MLS 787507                                                                             New Price $185,000

382 Sunova Cres., Lakeside
STEPS TO THE LAKE

● 3 bedroom all brick bungalow ● 2 baths ● newer windows and newer central air ● 
attached garage ● fenced yard ● lower level rec room ● new deck
MLS 554479 $244,000

18 Willow St Stratford
3 BEDROOM BUNGALOW

● 3 bedrooms ● separate kitchen and dining ●  large lot 73.37’ x irregular ● big, private backyard with 
mature trees● private drilled well, private septic ● forced air furnace ● low monthly mortgage payments and 
comparatively low property taxes
MLS 271978 $115,000

NEW PRICE
42480 Woodham Road

SEASONS GREETINGS

Send greetings and 
support the less fortunate

$5 special!
For our special Christmas edition on December 19th, we 
invite you to send all your family, friends and neighbours 

special greetings for the season. For example “Fred Flintstone 
wishes all his friends a great Christmas and all the best for 

the New Year” And you can do this for the low cost of $5  and 
we will donate $3 to the local food bank.

However, all insertions must be prepaid.
Deadline is December 15th.

Gift Certificates and 
Stocking Stuffers

Available just in time for Christmas!
116 Queen St E, St Marys • (519) 284-0038

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

Gift Certificates Available
Buy from on-site dispenser or call 

Al at 284-9999.

St. Marys Independent
SEND US YOUR LETTERS

We want to hear what you have to say!
Everyone has a right to be heard, so let us be 

your outlet.
Email letters to us at

info@stmarysindependent.com

Now is the time to think 
about your Christmas 

advertising
Call 519-284-0041 for info

For every day of the week, buy any large pizza 
and you can add a garlic bread with cheese or a 

large order of fries for just $2.00
Our produce is fresh and all of our dough

is made daily!
Serving St. Marys since 1977

519-284-1864
www.staceyspizza.ca

Weekday 
Deal:
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merry
christmas

 Prices E� ective from Friday, December 12 to Thursday, December 18, 2014
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Stonetown Independently Owned & Operated by Craig Mac Donald Redeem
your

Turkey
Bucks

Boneless Inside Blade 
Pot Roast

Cut from Canadian AA or USDA Se-
lect grade Beef or higher, 11.00/kg

$499 /lb.

SAVE
3.00/lb

Maxwell House Ground Co� ee

Van Houtte or Timothy’s K-Cups
Selected, 631 – 925G or

Selected varieties and sizes

$597
SAVE

8.02UP
TO

$299

Nestlé Parlour Ice 
Cream or
Novelties

1.5 L or Pkg. Of 4 – 12

SAVE
3.50UP

TO

Stove Top Stu�  ng,
Campbell’s Cooking Soups,
Primo Pasta Sauce

120g
248 ml

680 ml

Villagio Bread
675 g

$199
SAVE

1.70

Dempsters 
Dinner Rolls

24 Pack

$199
Tostitos

220 – 320g

$199
Order your

fresh turkey 
NOW

Many sizes 
available

$397

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breasts

Value Pack, 875/kg

/lb.

SAVE
4.79/lb

SAVE
2.38UP

TO

on
2

$.99
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Back-to-back losses up Lincolns winless 
streak to eight

World Sports Roundup

NBA – As of this morning, the 
Toronto Raptors (16-6) still have 
sole possession of first place in 
the Eastern Conference, but 
several teams are nipping at 
their heels. Eastern teams 
hitting their stride as the New 
Year approaches include 
Cleveland (13-7), who anyone 
paying any attention can tell you 
are on an eight-game winning 
streak, the Atlanta Hawks (15-
6), who are on a much more 
low-key eight-game winning 
streak, the Washington Wizards 
(15-6), and the Chicago Bulls 
(13-8). On Monday, the night 
before Cleveland topped the 
Raptors 105-101 at Quicken 
Loans Arena, the Cavaliers 
were on the road in Brooklyn 
playing before some luminary 
spectators. Prince William 
and Princess Kate were in 
attendance, sitting in court-
level seats for part of the 
game. Between quarters the 
royal couple got to meet music 
royalty, Jay Z and Beyoncé. 
LeBron James personally gave 
them several jerseys after the 
Cleveland win.

By Dan Rankin
Two losses to the St. Thomas 
Stars last week have left the 
Lincolns with a firm hold on 
last place in the Western 
Conference from which a 
seven-game winning streak 
couldn’t break them free.
Hypothetically, if the Lincolns 
(2-23-2) were to end this 
eight-game winless streak 
(their longest since their 
season-opening 10-game 
skid) with a run of seven 
consecutive wins, they would 
still find themselves one point 
behind Lambton Shores 
(9-16-3) for the Western 
Conference’s eighth playoff 
spot. With five games left in 
2014 (including last night’s 
match against Sarnia), and 
17 more across January 
and February, the Lincs 
are far from mathematically 
eliminated. On the other 
hand, they have just one 
win in their last 16 games. 
If they can’t start winning 
consistently, and soon, they 
will be hard-pressed to turn 
things around in time to 
qualify for the playoffs.

“It kills me to see us at two wins 
this deep into the season,” 
said head coach Merlin 
Malinowski. “I have seen the 
improvement. This year we 
had about 12 new players. 
Next year it’ll hopefully be 

just five or six new and that’s 
all. I’d like people to wait in 
their judgement until these 
guys have a second year 
under their belt.”
On Thursday, Dec. 4, St. 
Marys traveled to St. Thomas 
hoping to start the month on 
a winning note. The Lincolns 
opened the scoring, with 
Ocean Check scoring his 
fourth of the season five 
minutes into the first period, 
assisted by Nathan Smith 
and Jordan Winter.
The Stars answered back 
to tie it at 1-1 before the 
end of the period, and 
added two more early in 
the second. Jake Alkins and 
Evan Krassey potted two in 
succession for St. Marys, to 
bring the game even once 
again at 3-3 by the midway 
point of the second frame. But 
then the Stars broke away, 
scoring three unanswered 
goals and skating away 
with a 6–3 home win. Prior 
to Thursday’s matchup, St 
Marys was still winless on 
the road this season, with a 
record of 0-12-1.
Thursday’s loss marked the 
first time the Lincolns had 
scored three or more goals in 
consecutive games since a 
win and loss on Nov. 5 and 7.
The following night the Stars 

caught the Lincolns flat-
footed in front of a home 
crowd at the Pyramid Centre, 
going on to win 5-1. Zach 
Grzelewski netted a hat trick 
for the Stars in the win. Check 
notched the only goal for the 
Lincolns, extending his point-
streak to three games.
In trading news, last 
Tuesday the Lincolns dealt 
defenceman Cal Ruddock 
and forward Rai De Loreto 
to the London Nationals 
for forward Brent House. 
House played his first 
game for the Lincolns last 
Friday, failing to make a 
mark on the score sheet.  
In their first game with the 
Nats, De Loreto got an assist 
and Ruddock registered two 
penalty minutes.
Garret James and Chace 
Duckworth were also both 
traded for cash, to the 
Listowel Cyclones and 
Goderich Flyers, respectively.
St. Marys traveled to Sarnia 
to face the Legionnaires 
(20-8-0) last night. Tonight 
they’re home against the 
Strathroy Rockets (15-13-0), 
with the puck dropping at the 
PRC at 7:30 pm.

NHL – West – Possibly the 
hottest team in the whole 
league right now is the Chicago 
Blackhawks (19-8-1), who have 
used a seven-game win streak 
(as of Thursday afternoon) to 
jump into the lead in the Central 
Division. At 39 points, they trail 
only Anaheim in the Western 
Conference. During their current 
streak, the Hawks are averaging 
almost 3.5 goals per game and 
only allowing opponents about 
1.5. Forwards Patrick Kane and 
Kris Versteeg have both scored 
eight goals apiece in that time. 
Goaltender Corey Crawford, who 
injured his foot at a Rise Against 
concert earlier this month, is 
having his role filled by Antti 
Niemi and rookie Scott Darling, 
who have combined for four wins 
since Crawford’s injury. Patrick 
Sharp, Chicago’s leading scorer 
from last season, returned from 
a lower-body injury Tuesday. The 
Blackhawks traveled to Boston 
last night, where sky-scraping 
Bruins captain Zdeno Chara was 
also expected to be back in action 
after spending a lengthy period on 
the IR due to a knee injury.

NFL – AFC – There are three 
teams in the AFC with records 
of 8-5 that are in the hunt for 
any playoff spot they can get 
their hands on. A division title 
or a wild-card spot are both still 
in the realm of possibility for 
the San Diego Chargers, who 
trail just Denver (10-3) in the 
West, and for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Baltimore Ravens 
in the North, who each sit just 
one point behind Cincinnati 
(8-4-1) thanks to their tie with 
Carolina earlier in the season. 
The Chargers will need to beat 
Denver when they meet in San 
Diego on Sunday in order to 
keep Peyton Manning and 
the Broncos from clinching 
first place in the West division. 
Since joining the Broncos in 
2012, Manning is 4-1 versus 
the Chargers. That game 
kicks off at 4 pm. With both 
Pittsburgh and Cincinnati in 
tough road games on Sunday, 
Baltimore will be happy to host 
the Jacksonville Jaguars (2-11), 
who are winless on the road 
this season.

NHL – East – The Ottawa 
Senators (11-11-5) became 
the first team in the league this 
season to fire its coach, when 
they announced Monday they 
had let go Paul MacLean, and 
promoted assistant coach Dave 
Cameron to MacLean’s former 
position. Senators president of 
hockey operations and general 
manager Bryan Murray said 
consistent turnovers on the ice 
and a lack of communication 
between MacLean and the 
players led to the coach’s 
dismissal. MacLean, hired in the 
summer of 2011, was the winner 
of the 2013 Jack Adams Award 
as the NHL’s coach of the year. 
He leaves the Senators with a 
114-90-35 record. Murray said 
at the beginning of the season 
he expected the team to be a 
playoff team, and that by making 
this change they still could be. As 
of Thursday afternoon the Sens 
sat four points out of the second 
wild-card position in the Eastern 
Conference. If the playoffs 
started Thursday, the East’s wild 
card teams would be Toronto (16-
9-3) and Boston (15-12-1).

NFL – NFC – There was some 
bad news on Tuesday afternoon 
for the Carolina Panthers (4-
8-1), who, despite a mediocre 
record, are very much in the 
hunt in the abysmal NFC South. 
Panthers starting quarterback 
Cam Newton injured his 
lower back, sustaining two 
transverse process fractures, 
in a two-car collision Tuesday. 
He was released from hospital 
Wednesday morning but is out 
of the lineup for their matchup 
Sunday against the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers (2-11). Backup QB 
Derek Anderson will be filling 
in behind center for the injured 
Newton. Anderson threw two 
touchdowns in Carolina’s Week 
1 20-14 win over Tampa Bay. In 
his last appearance on Dec. 7, 
Newton led the Panthers to a 
41-10 victory over the Saints 
in New Orleans, throwing three 
touchdowns. In a re-match 
of their game on American 
Thanksgiving, which the Eagles 
won 33-10, NFC East rivals 
Dallas (9-4) and Philadelphia 
(9-4) kick off Sunday from 
Philadelphia at 8:30 pm.

WJC – Seventeen year-old Erie 
Otters phenom Connor McDavid 
(16 G, 35 A in 18 GP) had his cast 
removed and has been cleared 
to skate and shoot in non-contact 
practices. The Newmarket native 
suffered a hand injury Nov. 12 
during a fight in an OHL game. 
Analysts believe he could participate 
in Team Canada’s pre-tournament 
games which begin Dec. 19. 
McDavid is an early favourite to be 
selected first overall in the 2015 
NHL entry draft. New York Rangers 
rookie forward Anthony Duclair was 
cleared to join Team Canada at the 
Tournament later this month. The 
Rangers loaned the 19-year-old for 
the tournament, which runs from 
Dec. 26 through Jan. 5 in Toronto 
and Montreal. Duclair is considered 
a shoe-in for right wing on the 
team’s top line. In 18 games with the 
Rangers this season, Duclair has 
one goal and six assists, ranking 
him eighth among NHL rookies in 
assists. The Pointe-Claire, Quebec 
native has previously represented 
Canada in several international 
tournaments. He was the Rangers’ 
80th overall pick (third round) in the 
2013 draft.

Deadline for all Upcoming Events and Classifieds is WEDNESDAY AT NOON of the week the ad is to be run!
Any ads Submitted after MAY NOT MAKE IT IN! Phone: 284-0041 Fax: 284-0042 Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

By Dan Rankin

This week we have two Teams of the Week. Both of the St. Marys Atom LL teams competed 
in Plattsville’s Pride Tournament this past weekend and brought home medals for their efforts.

Our first Team of the Week is The Jets. In their first game, the Jets edged out a narrow 
victory, but they lost their second game 7–2. In their final game they pulled together and 

came out with a strong 4-2 win over Mount Brydges. It was a strong start for the kids in their 
first tournament of the season.

Pictured in no particular order: Justin Dill, Sebastian Linares Maurice Kiestra, Michael 
Boonstra, Tim Neufeld, Thomas Winter, Josh Harrison, Jack Sterkenburg, Chandler Smith, 

Carter Mulholland, Will Boreham, Aiden Leger, Logan Clark
Coaches: Derek Boonstra, Paul Boreham, Steve Smith, Brad Neufeld, Bernie Sterkenburg

Send nominations for “Team of the Week” to us at
info@stmarysindependent.com

Place An Ad!
P:284-0041
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Dec. 12, 1992 – The NHL announces Gary 
Bettman as its first commissioner

Science Hill Drifters 
planning World Record 

snowmobile parade Feb. 8Twenty-two years ago on 
this day, a lot of hockey 
fans heard the name 
Gary Bettman for the first 
time. Back in the early 
nineties, those in the know 
were already familiar with 
Bettman as senior vice 
president of the NBA, 
third-in-charge of the 
league and responsible 
for league marketing, 
collective bargaining, labor 
arbitration, and negotiating 
business deals. But for the 
rest of us, it was on this 
day, and the months that 
followed, that we started 
getting to know Bettman, 
who the NHL Board of 
Governors announced 
they had selected as their 
first commissioner on this 
day in 1992.
Bettman, who is now 62, 
had his first day on the 
job Feb. 1, 1993. Some 
of the big tasks on his 
plate included promoting 
the game to U.S. markets, 
ending labour unrest 
and installing a salary 
cap, continuing league 

expansion plans, and 
bringing the “old-guard” 
owners into the modern 
age. Just over four months 
after Bettman took over, he 
handed the Stanley Cup to 
the Montreal Canadiens, 
marking the last time a 
Canadian team has won 
the trophy. It’s a dubious 
bit of trivia that seems 
fitting based on some of 
Bettman’s other moves 
over the years that many 
interpreted as strictly “anti-
Canadian.” Those moves 
included allowing the 
former Winnipeg Jets and 
Quebec Nordiques to pack 
up and head south, while 
taking a more hands-on 
approach in propping up 
struggling southern-U.S. 
franchises.
And then there was the 
labour disputes. The first, 
and often forgotten, labour 
disruption under Bettman 
was the 1994-1995 lockout 
over implementing a salary 
cap, which lasted 104 days 
and resulted in the season 
being shortened to just 48 

games. Next was the 2004-
2005 NHL season, which 
was the first among major 
North American sports 
leagues to be canceled 
due to a labour stoppage. 
There was almost an 
unwanted sequel to 
2004-2005 during the 
2012-2013 season, when 
owners and the NHLPA 
couldn’t agree on hockey-
related revenues. The 
resulting lockout lasted 
119 days, followed by 
another abbreviated 48-
game season.
Under Bettman, the league 
expanded from 24 teams 
to 30. Today, discussions 
about expansion and 
relocation remain as 
relevant as over 20 years 
ago. Monday, Bettman 
announced that the NHL 
would allow potential Las 
Vegas franchise owner Bill 
Foley to conduct a season-
ticket drive to assess how 
much interest there would 
be for an Sin City-based 
NHL team.

By Dan Rankin
If everything goes 
according to plan for 
Dwayne Lawrence and 
the Science Hill Drifters 
Snowmobile Club, in 
February next year they 
and about 800 other 
sledders from around the 
province will be a part of 
history.
Feb. 8, 2015 is the 
day the local club of 
about 25 members has 
picked to attempt to 
break a world record, for 
most snowmobiles in 
a parade. The current 
Guinness Record is held 
by the Roseau County 
Trailblazers in Minnesota. 
Since 2004, that group 
has held the record of 820 
sleds in a parade.
Lawrence, the event 
coordinator, said he got 
the idea earlier this year 
from his son, who had 
been flipping through a 
Guinness Book of World 
Records in search of 
some snowmobile-related 
records. They’ve been 
planning the attempt since 
the spring, he added.

“821 will beat the record,” 
he said. “But we’re looking 
to put a bit of padding 
on that 821 as well, if 
possible.”
To spread the word, some 

Drifters club members 
recently appeared in a 
segment on CTV London 
News, and they’ve 
also been promoting 
the officially-registered 
Guiness Book of World 
Records event on their 
Facebook page.

“That video has gotten 
over 9,400 hits on 
CTV’s website, and the 
first release we did on 
Facebook got over 5,500 
hits,” he said. “So far 
we’ve had about 225 riders 
confirmed on Facebook. 
The interest has been 
pretty wild – it’s good, 
people have been sending 
notes saying they’ll bring 
three or four sleds to help 
out.”
Those interested in taking 
part range from local riders 
to as far away as Ottawa 
and Timmins, he said.
They’ll need all the help 
they can get as, in a 
strange coincidence, 
another snowmobile club 
in Whitecourt, Alberta has 
set February as the month 
when they will also make a 
run at the Roseau County 
Trailblazers’ record. “We’re 
running on Feb. 8, which 
is a Sunday,” Lawrence 
said. “They’re running the 
Thursday after us, on the 

Our second Team of the Week is the St. Marys Sabres.
The Sabres lost their first game 2-1 in overtime to Mt. Brydges, but rebounded with a 4-3 win over 
Blyth to advance to the Bronze Finals. Jake Grant slipped a backhand deke past the Twin Centre 

netminder midway through the game to make it 1-0 Sabres. Following that, the crowd in attendance 
was treated to a legendary goaltending display by Thomas Kooy of St. Marys. Despite facing an 

incredible number of close-range shots from Twin Centre, Kooy turned aside every single one of them 
to preserve the shutout and earn the Bronze medal for his St. Marys squad.

The St. Marys Sabres are pictured as follows: Back from left: Fernando Portillo, Matthew Boakes, 
Coach Stewart Grant, Trainer Jeff Medd, Chase Carter.  Front from left: Ellen Thorup, Rebecca Walsh, 
James Buckland, Emmett Doupe, Ezra Bender, Goalie Thomas Kooy, Jake Grant, Brady Medd, Jack 

McCotter, Brandon Winchester. The manager is Anna Doupe and assistant coach is Troy Carter.

Send nominations for “Team of the Week” to us at
info@stmarysindependent.com

#27 Nathan Smith
DOB: April 27, 1997

Age: 17
Hometown: St. Marys, ON

Position: LW
Hockey player:
Sidney Crosby
Favourite Team:

Toronto Maple Leafs
Favourite Movie:
Step Brothers

Smith is in his second full 
season with the Lincolns. 
He has played five games 
with the team in 2012-
2013, before logging 47 
games with them last 
season. With two goals 
and 11 assists in 26 games 
played this year, Smith 
has almost doubled his 
point output. He has four 
assists in his last 3 games.

St.Marys
Independent
Lincoln of
the Week

Now is the time to think about your Christmas advertising
Call 519-284-0041 for info

Continued on page 21

 Like us on
 Facebook
"St Marys Independent"

The BEST
Advertisement
rates in town!
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Wednesday evening Dec. 10 at DCVI parents, friends and family filled the Small Gym for the 
Holiday Concert with performances by the Elementary Band, Secondary Wind Ensemble, Bucket 
Drummers and several soloists. A wide range of songs spanning from the 1950’s to 2014 were 
played including hits by the Beatles and Rolling Stones as well as a Christmas Medley to close 
the night. Pictured top left: Grade 10 student Billy Strathdee who performed “Blackbird” by 
the Beatles. Top right: Richard Sumstad, head of the school’s arts department, conducts the 
Secondary Wind Ensemble during its rendition of “Christmas At The Circus.” Middle right: The 
band Henry Normal, composed of Grade 10 DCVI students, performs the Rolling Stones classic 

“Jumpin’ Jack Flash.” From left are Chris Ristmae, on drums, Emma Liptrot, on rhythm guitar, Ben 
Barry, on vocals and bass, and Tom Bowen-Smith on lead guitar. Bottom right: Grade 11 student 
Emily Mills performs Loretta Lynn’s “You Ain’t Woman Enough.” (Rankin photos)

Students at Holy Name have been crafting presents for their loved ones as part of “Gifts From 
The Heart” for over 30 years. Pictured continuing the tradition are Julia Denomme and Cindy 
Campbell, both Grade 7 students, who made pillows at school on Wednesday (Doyle photo)

To see Dan’s entire collection of photos, visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/stmarysindy

Getting into the Holiday Spirit
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1098 – Knights of the 
First Crusade (1096-
1099) breach the walls of 
Ma’arra in modern day 
Syria – During the First 
Crusade, in the summer 
of 1098, European knights 
were marching through 
Syria towards Damascus, 
capturing towns and 
villages along the way. 
Initially unable to capture 
a heavily-defended city 
called Maarat, the knights 
returned there in late 
November. Thousands 
of soldiers besieged the 
city, fueled by a need 
for more supplies with 
winter approaching. It took 
until this day in 1098 for 
the Muslim inhabitants 
of the city to surrender. 
Though the citizens were 
promised safety if they 
laid down their weapons, 

the knights immediately 
began to massacre the 
population of about 
20,000. While military 
leaders argued over who 
would gain control of the 
city, the starving knights 
discovered Maarat was 
not rich in supplies or 
food. Numerous accounts 
suggest the knights turned 
to cannibalism, eating the 
dead in order to survive 
the winter.
1901 – Marconi (1874-
1937) claims to have 
received the first 
transatlantic radio 
signal at Signal Hill – 
At the turn of the 20th 
century, Italian inventor 
Guglielmo Marconi 
began attempting to send 
wireless signals across 
the Atlantic Ocean. After 

some experimentation, he 
announced that he had 
received a transmission 
(the letter ‘S’ in Morse 
Code, or ‘***’) on this 
day in 1901, sent from 
a telegraph station in 
Cornwall, England to a 
station on Signal Hill, in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland. 
His antenna, which he 
claimed had received the 
signal from a distance 
of about 3,500 km, had 
been supported using 
a kite. There was, and 
still is, skepticism about 
Marconi’s initial claim. 
However, Marconi 
continued gathering data 
and conducting more 
tests. About a year later, 
a transmission made on 
Dec. 17, 1902, from a 
Marconi station in Glace 
Bay, Nova Scotia became 

officially recognized as the 
world’s first radio message 
to cross the Atlantic from 
North America. In 1909, 
Marconi was awarded 
the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in recognition of 
his “contributions to the 
development of wireless 
telegraphy.”
1941 – In World War II, 
four countries make war 
declarations – Japan’s 
Dec. 7, 1941 attack on 
Pearl Harbor sent shock 
waves around the world. 
The United States’ entry 
into the fighting, and their 
declaration of war against 
Nazi Germany on Dec. 
11, 1941 ensured that it 
really was a “World War.” 
The following morning, on 
this day, other countries 
making war declarations 
included the United 

Kingdom, who declared 
war on Bulgaria, India, 
who declared war on 
Japan, as well as Hungary 
and Romania, who both 
declared war on the United 
States. On the same day, 
at the Reich Chancellery 
in Berlin, speaking before 
high-ranking Nazi officials 
including Heinrich Himmler 
and Joseph Goebbels, 
Adolf Hitler gave a 
speech blaming Jews for 

“plunging the nations into 
another world war.” The 
result, he said, would be 

“the extermination of the 
Jewish race in Europe.”
2000 – The United States 
Supreme Court reaches 
a 5-4 decision in Bush 
v. Gore, effectively 
declaring George W. 
Bush 43rd President 
of the USA – The 2000 
US presidential election 
took place on Nov. 7, 
2000. The two leading 
candidates were Al Gore, 
the Democratic nominee 
who had just served 
for eight years as vice-
president under president 
Bill Clinton, and George 
W. Bush, the Republican 
nominee, as well as the 
governor of Texas and 
son of former president 
George H. W. Bush. 
Under US electoral law, 
states come with a certain 
amount of electoral votes 
based on their population. 
270 electoral votes are 

required to earn the 
presidency. The 2000 
election was so close, it 
came down to the state 
of Florida, where Bush 
was initially declared the 
winner by a margin of 
fewer than 1,000 votes. 
While the state law 
mandated a hand re-count 
of the votes stretching 
into December, the Bush 
campaign petitioned the 
federal Supreme Court 
against a re-count. The 
Supreme Court ruled on 
this day that Florida could 
not conduct a recount 
and Bush was officially 
declared the winner. 
Further investigation by 
the New York Times and 
Washington Post has 
shown Bush actually did 
receive more legal votes 
than Gore. Bush is one 
of just three American 
presidents in history to be 
elected despite losing the 
popular vote.

This Day in History – December 12th

World News Briefs

USA – Tuesday, the Senate 
Intelligence Committee released 
parts of a heavily-redacted 
report detailing the CIA torture 
and extraordinary rendition 
program carried out under former 
president George W. Bush. It was 
the first public account of how 
the CIA abused foreign prisoners 
at secret prisons overseas. The 
country heightened security at 
US embassies around the world 
in expectation of angry retaliation 
for the findings. On Monday, the 
White House Press Secretary 
said the Obama administration 
supported the release of the 
480-page report. Included in the 
report are details about how the 
CIA actively avoided or impeded 
oversight from other organizations 
within the government regarding 
how many prisoners they held 
and tortured. The report also 
exposes previously undisclosed 
torture tactics, including 
repeatedly dunking prisoners in 
tanks of ice water, threatening 
them with an active power drill. 
The report concludes the torture 
techniques provided no major 
intelligence gains.

Philippines - Typhoon 
Hagupit made landfall in 
the Philippines on Saturday 
and began sweeping 
across the country, killing 
at least 20, toppling trees, 
homes and power lines 
and threatening areas with 
heavy rain, flooding and 
mudslides. Approximately 
a million people fled 
their homes for shelter in 
what some have called 
the country’s largest 
peacetime evacuation 
in history. This typhoon 
followed almost the same 
path taken by last year’s 
Typhoon Haiyan, but was 
considered less severe 
than Haiyan which left 
more than 7,000 dead or 
missing. It is the third year 
in a row the Philippines 
has been battered by a 
major storm during annual 
U.N. climate talks. The 
government forecaster 
said Hagupit had 
maximum sustained winds 
of 140km/h and gusts of 
170km/h.

USA – Last Saturday from 
2.9 billion miles away, the 
unmanned NASA spacecraft 
New Horizons sent word to 
the mission control center in 
Maryland that it had “awoke 
from hibernation” as it nears 
the critical days and weeks 
of its nine-year trip to Pluto. 
It took nearly four and a half 
hours for the signal from the 
piano-sized probe to reach 
Earth, traveling at the speed of 
light. In a statement, principal 
scientist for the mission Alan 
Stern called it a “watershed 
event that signals the end of 
New Horizons crossing of a 
vast ocean of space to the very 
frontier of our solar system, 
and the beginning of the 
mission’s primary objective: 
the exploration of Pluto and 
its many moons in 2015.” In 
2007, the probe photographed 
Jupiter as it flew deeper into 
space. It is scheduled to fly by 
Pluto next July, and will provide 
the sharpest images to date of 
the dwarf planet and its five 
known moons. It’s currently still 
162 million miles from Pluto.

Ecuador – An indigenous leader 
who was a vocal opponent of a 
major mining project was found 
dead on Tuesday, days before 
was scheduled to speak at the 
U.N. climate summit in nearby 
Lima, Peru. José Isidro Tendetza 
Antún was found buried with 
his arms and legs bound. He 
first went missing one week 
before he planned to speak 
in opposition to a large open-
pit copper and gold mine. The 
project, operated by a Chinese 
company, would devastate 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
of forest in the southern Amazon, 
a region rich in biodiversity, as 
well as the home of Tendetza’s 
Shuar people. Shuar leader 
Domingo Ankuash has accused 
Ecuadorean authorities of 
complicity in Tendetza’s murder. 
Last week, another group of 
Ecuadorean environmental 
activists who were traveling to 
Lima to attend the summit and 
protest Ecuador’s president 
Rafael Correa were reportedly 
harassed by police multiple 
times before having their bus 
seized.

USA – A grand jury will 
be convened in New York 
to investigate the recent 
police killing of another 
unarmed African American. 
Akai Gurley, 28, was in 
the dimly lit stairwell of a 
Brooklyn housing project 
last month when officer 
Peter Liang shot him 
dead. Police say the gun 
may have discharged by 
accident. After the shooting, 
Liang did not respond 
to police radio for more 
than six minutes, instead 
choosing to text his union 
representative for advice. 
A neighbour eventually 
called the ambulance, 
which took Gurley to the 
hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. Gurley’s 
family reportedly wants 
the officer charged with 
homicide. A spokesperson 
for the family said they “feel 
that this is part of a pattern 
of a reckless disregard for 
the lives of young people, 
particularly young people of 
color in our communities.”

Uruguay – Six prisoners 
released from the US detention 
center in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba arrived in the capital 
of Uruguay, Montevideo, on 
Sunday. Uruguay agreed to 
receive the former inmates, 
where they will enjoy complete 
freedom, according th Uruguay’s 
defence minister. The prisoners 
(four Syrians, a Palestinian 
and a Tunisian) spent 12 years 
in jail for alleged ties with Al-
Qaeda but were never charged. 
They had been approved for 
release for over four years. 
About half of the 136 men still 
in Guantanamo have been 
cleared for transfer but have 
nowhere to go because their 
countries are unstable or unsafe. 
Uruguayan President Jose 
Mujica said when the prisoners 
were taken to Guantanamo they 
were subjected to “an atrocious 
kidnapping.” US President 
Barack Obama has pledged to 
close the camp in Cuba, which 
was opened in 2002 as a place 
to detain enemy combatants in 
America’s war on terror.

By Dan Rankin

Sherwin and Sleeth
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Claire Austin Sherwin
B.A.N.S., LLB, LLM (ADR)

Nora Catherine Sleeth
B.A. (Hons), J.D.

Full range of legal services including Mediation 
and Litigation, Real Estate, Family Law, Estate 

Planning, Wills and Administration with 
emphasis on personal attention to the client.

72 Wellington St. S., P.O. Box 3015 St. Marys, ON N4X 1A6
Phone: 519-284-0898 Fax: 519-284-0896

sherwinlaw@rogers.com

SDS Car Care & Detailing
SDS Car Care & Detailing trained staff provides an auto-
spa setting with a diverse service selection, including: 
deluxe wash, basic cleaning, interior shampoo, paint 
protection, buffing etc.
As certified/trained auto-detailers, we can 
accommodate problem/emergency auto-cleaning 
issues which include:

• Smoke smell removal • Vomit/feces accidents
• Animal accidents (pee/feces/skunk) • Pet Hair

• Food accidents (milk, fish, coffee, etc.) • Salt Stains

9 Industrial Rd., St. Marys Appointment is required

519-729-6386
sds.car.care@gmail.com
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HOUSE FOR SALE
1 Meadowridge 

Court

St. Marys, On

Call or text (226) 268-1854 for more information and showings.

$359,900
Well maintained executive split level home in quiet cul de sac. 3 bed + den, 2 bathrooms. 
2200 sqft, taxes $3816/year. Large yard, (73.82x160.76) with privacy fence & garden 
shed. Move in condition throughout. Kitchen and bathrooms upgraded in 2013. Located 
near community centre with pool, and public school.

MLS Real Estate Brokerage
162 Queen St. E., St. Marys 284-4322 Stratford 271-2646

Web: www.shackletons.com E-mail: shack@shackletons.ca
* Sales Representative, **Administration, ***Broker of Record

ONLINE AUCTION

Starts Wed. December 10, at 6:00 pm
Closes Wed. December 17, at 6:00 pm

Selling on behalf of local estates and consignors; a nice offering of 
good quality antiques, collectibles and household furniture.
PLEASE NOTE: This is an ONLINE Bidding Auction ONLY! All items 
can be previewed in person at our auction center at #3715 Perth 
Rd.113 (Embro Rd) Stratford from 9:00AM to 5:00PM Monday to 
Friday (Week of Sale Only!)
PICKUP: Items can be picked up Thurs. Dec.18 and Fri. 
Dec.19 from 9am to 5pm each day, as well as Monday and Tuesday 
Dec 22 and 23, 9am to 5pm each day.
TERMS OF SALE: Full terms, details and bidding, simply visit 
www.shackletons.com and register. 10% Buyer’s Premium.
Contact Brent Shackleton-Auctioneer 519-271-2646 or email shack@shackletons.ca

WWW.SHACKLETONS.COM

The decision to sell a farm is one that most families don’t take lightly, and it’s not a 
choice that we advise you rushing into. In fact, in our initial consultations with you, 
our goal is always to give you and your family a range of choices and our best advice.

What To Do When You’re Thinking 
of Selling Your Farm

Call Brent Shackleton today to discuss 
your possibilities. (519) 271-2646

Michelle’s Country Kitchen
Grand opening Friday Dec. 19th!

Located at the intersection of Perth Line 20 and and Perth Road 163 in Fullarton

Stop in for a coffee and some treats

Serving homemade breakfast all day
Sandwiches, burgers, pizza, soup, salad and dessert. Some gluten free options available.

Eat in or takeout
If you dream it, I will build it. For faster service call ahead.

519–229–8338
Hours: Mon. to Fri. 6 am – 8 pm. Sat. 7 am – 8 pm. Sun. 8 am – 6 pm.

“Since moving my business to St. Marys, I have been 
overwhelmed by the positive response of the community 
to my advertisement in the St. Marys Independent paper!”

~ Katherine Ballantyne, RMT, Stonetown Chiropractic & Wellness Centre

St. Marys Independent

St. Marys Independent

Office Location: 36 Water St., P.O. Box 2065, St. Marys, ON, N4X 1C3
PHONE: 519-284-0041 FAX: 519-284-0042 EMAIL: info@

stmarysindependent.com

The St. Marys Independent Newspaper is a weekly publication printed every 
Friday and is distributed free of charge. This newspaper is owned and published 

by Stewart Grant.

The views of our columnists are their own and do not necessarily represent the views of the newspaper. Copyright 2014
St. Marys Independent. Unauthorized reproduction or distribution of this publication, in part or in whole, is prohibited.
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WEEKEND SMILES
There was an old man 
whose family could no 
longer afford to take care 
of him.
So the family decided that 
a nursing for the aged 
would be appropriate. 
Of course the old man 
rejected the idea, but no 
sooner he was convinced 
that it was the right thing 
to do. On his first day at 
the home, he spent most 
of his time laying in bed 
reflecting on life, feeling 
lonely. A while later, an 
orderly stopped by to see 
how the old man’s first 
day was going.

“How you doing today?”, 
she said to the old man, 

“First day I see”. The Old 
man replied with a nod.
In no time the two began 
talking up a storm. As the 
conversation began to 
drag on, the orderly was 
eyeing the room filled with 
fresh flowers, cards and 
balloons from friends and 
relatives. She noticed a 
bowl full of peanuts sitting 
on top of the table next to 
the bed, and help herself 
to a handful.
As the two continued 
to converse with each 
other, the orderly kept 
eating more helpings of 
the peanuts. She look at 
her watch and noticed 
that nearly 2 hours had 
passed and said, “My 
goodness, the time has 
gone by quickly. I have to 
tend to other people here 
too.”

“That’s okay.”, said the 
old man, “I feel so much 
better being able to talk to 
someone.”
Looking into the bowl the 
orderly said, “I feel awful! 
I ate almost all of your 
peanuts!”
The old man responded, 
“That’s okay. Ever since I 
got these false teeth, all 
I could do was suck the 
chocolate off of them 
anyhow.”

As an animal welfare 
inspector was about to 
enter a shop to buy lunch 
he noticed a parked car 
with two penguins sitting 
on the back seat. They 
looked to be in good 
health, but this was 
totally illegal, so when 
he went into the shop he 
asked who owned the car 
outside.

“I do,” said a young man.
“Listen, son,” Said the 
inspector, “You’ve got two 
penguins in the back of 
your car. That’s right, isn’t 
it?”

“Well, yeah, I found them 
wandering along the 
foreshore an hour ago. 
What’s wrong with that?”

“Well, it’s illegal, and 
dangerous for them. I’m 
an inspector, and I could 
book you on the spot, 
but as you didn’t know 
about them I’ll give you 
a chance if you promise 
to take them to the zoo 
immediately. They know 
how to look after them. 
OK?”

“Sure, I’ll do it now. Didn’t 
know they were protected, 
though.”
He drove off, but the 
following day the inspector 
saw the same car in the 
same spot. Being a bit 
suspicious he went to 
investigate. Sure enough 
the penguins were still 
in the back, but this 
time they were wearing 
sunglasses. Storming 
into the shop he grabbed 
the young man by the arm 
and said “OK, you young 
idiot, you’re under arrest. 
I told you to take them 
to the zoo yesterday, but 
they’re still in the back of 
your car. You’re booked.”

“Look, mister,” he replied, 
“they had such a good 
time at the zoo I reckoned 
I’d take then to the beach 
today. What’s wrong with 
that?”

View our entire menu at www.stmaryscheese.ca

Weekly Specials – December 15th

Monday Dec. 15
Soups – Tomato, Chicken Cheddar Broccoli Chowder,Chicken Corn Chowder – $3.29
Sandwich – Smoked Chicken W/ Farmers Cheese, Tomato, Lettuce, , Mayo – $4.59
Grilled Wrap –  Cajun Style Chicken W/ Tomato, Onion, Monterey Jack Cheese, Hot Peppers, Barbecue 

Sauce – $4.99
Sandwich – Grilled Pizza Wrap W/ Pepperoni, Ham, Mushroom, Green Peppers, Cheese – $4.99
Tuna Melt – Tuna, Cheddar Cheese, Tomato, On A Ciabatta Bun – $4.99

Tuesday Dec. 16
Soups – Caribbean Style Chicken, Cream Of Broccoli, Roasted Garlic Tomato – $3.29
Sandwich – Pastrami W/ Lettuce,Swiss Cheese, Tomato, Honey Mustard, Mayo – $4.59
Grilled Wrap –  Hungarian Salami W/ Tomato, Onion, Hot Peppers, Cheddar Cheese, Honey Mustard – $4.99
Wrap – With Special Barbecue Sauce,Tomato, Lettuce, Chicken Strips, Monterey Jack Cheese – $4.99
Grilled Ciabatta Bun – With Corned Beef, Swiss Cheese, Sauerkraut, Sweet Honey Mustard – $4.99
Sandwich – Grilled Pizza Wrap W/ Pepperoni, Ham, Mushroom, Green Peppers ,Cheese – $4.99
Chicken Stew – With A Dinner Roll – $4.59

Wednesday Dec. 17
Soups – French Onion, Roasted Red Pepper W/ Tomato, Cream Of Potato – $3.29
Sandwich – Tuna W/ Lettuce, Tomato, Farmers Cheese – $4.59
Sandwich –  Corned Beef W/ Melted Swiss Cheese, Sauerkraut, Mustard On Dark Rye Bread – $4.99
Sandwich –  Grilled Pizza Wrap W/ Pepperoni, Ham, Mushroom, Green Peppers, Cheese – $4.99
Sandwich – Smoked Turkey W/ Tomato, Mayo, Lettuce, Havarti Cheese On Crusty Bun – $4.99
Hot Roast Beef –  On Our Mini Dinner Roll With Mustard & Horseradish. Extra Items Add .50 Cents For Extra 

Items $3.69 Ea. ($5.90 For 2)
Grilled Wrap – Cajun Chicken W/ Hot Peppers, Hot Pepper Cheese, Honey Mustard – $4.99
Chili – With A Dinner Roll – $4.59

Thursday Dec. 18
Soups – Asiago Cheese W/ Bacon, Creole Chicken Gumbo, Cream Of Broccoli W/ Cheese – $3.29
Sandwich – Black Forest Ham W/ Tomato, Lettuce Mayo, Swis Cheese, Honey Mustard – $4.59
Sandwich – Chicken Club Wrap With Tomato, Lettuce, Mayo, Bacon – $5.55
Sandwich Blt –  Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato,Mayo On White, Dark Rye, Whole Wheat Toasted Or Plain – $4.99
Quiche & Tossed Salad – Quiche (Green Onion, Ham) – $5.79
Grilled Ciabatta Bun –  W/ Black Forest Ham Tomato, Mayo, Marble Cheese, Onion, Green Peppers – $4.99
Sandwich –  Grilled Pizza Wrap W/ Pepperoni, Ham, Mushroom, Green Peppers, Cheese – $4.99
Macaroni & Cheese – With A Dinner Roll – $4.59

Friday Dec. 19
Soups – Buffalo Style Chicken, Clam Chowder, Cream Of Mushroom, Creamy Turkey Veg – $3.29
Sandwich – Montreal Smoked Meat W/ Tomato, Lettuce, Mayo, Swiss Cheese – $4.59
Sandwich –  Hot Roast Beef. On Our Crusty Bun W/ Tomato, Lettuce, Mayo, Mustard, Horseradish – $5.75
Grilled Cheese & Soup – (Takes Approximately 10 Minutes) – $5.99
Grilled Chicken Wrap –  W/ Mayo, Tomato, Onion, Red Pepper, Onion & Parsley Cheese – $4.99
Quiche & Tossed Salad – Quiche (Red Pepper, Broccoli, Bacon) – $5.79
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Totally Awesome 80’s Buck ’N 
Doe ~ NYE 2015

December 31, 2014
8:00 PM – 1:00 am

Christina VanDenBerge & Marcel Laprade

$10.00 in advance
$13 at the door

Age of majority required
Advance tickets available 

at Sun Rayz St. Marys – 
113 Queen St.

● Music
● Dancing

● Late Lunch

● Games
● Silent Auction

Come before 10 PM 
and receive a free 
NYE party favour!

Your Garage Door and Opener Specialists
Spring, Cable and Opener Repairs

Locally Owned and operated
by Darcy Robertson

519-284-4784

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

Call today for a No Obligation Free Estimate
www.stonetowndoortech.com

KINGSWAY’S VENDOR
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, December 13th, 2014 10 am – 3:00 pm
Everyone Welcome

VENDOR SALE – Lower Level Kingsway
• Over 20 Vendors

Workshops (sign-up) – Fairhill Lounge
• 12:00 pm CHRISTMAS CARD - $5.00

With Shelly Doucette & Linda McLean
Shelly & Linda are donating all funds raised to ALS
Learn how to make a Handmade Christmas Card

• 2:00 pm CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENT - $25.00
With Lyric Flowers

Create a beautiful center piece for yourself  or as a gift for 
someone else

Must pre-register with Kingsway at
519-284-2921

GUEST SUITE OPEN DOOR – Christmas Style

A Candlelight
Christmas Service

At the Little Church in Avonbank
Sunday Dec.14th 2014 7:30 pm

All welcome
The Annual non-denominational 

community service bringing us together 
in friendship & fellowship to celebrate the 

joy of the Season.

Friday, January 23, 2015

“Results from advertising have been 
fantastic. People read the paper and the 

ad rates are very reasonable.”
~ Eden Houser, Little Falls Artisan Crafters Market

St. Marys Independent

The Township of Perth South is recruiting for a number of citizen volunteer positions 
available for members of the public. The positions are as follows and would be 
appointed for the 2014-2018 term of Council:
Economic Development Committee, St. Marys Public Library Board, Property 
Standards Committee, Fence Viewers, Livestock Valuers
To be eligible, members must be 18 years or older, be Canadian Citizens and a 
resident of the Township of Perth South. The application form and/or more 
information regarding the various committees are available on the Township of Perth 
South website at http://www.perthsouth.ca/content/advisory-committees or by 
contacting the municipal office.
Please submit applications to the attention of the Clerk by Monday, December 22, 
2014.
Lizet Scott
Clerk
Township of Perth South
519–271–0619 x 224
lscott@perthsouth.ca

HAVE AN OPINION?
EMAIL YOUR LETTER TO US:

info@stmarysindependent.com
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Dear Editor,
Recen t l y  a t  t he  S t . 
Marys DCVI convocation 
ceremonies we were 
s h o c k e d  a n d  v e r y 
disappointed to hear that 
the clergy were eliminated 
from this monumental 
event. Canada is founded 
on Christian principles 
a n d  t h e s e  e r o s i v e 
act iv i t ies,  eg:  tak ing 
prayers out of the high 
school commencement 
leads to ever–lessening 
Christianity in our area and 
in our Country. We should 
be ashamed, wary and 
vigilant on these Christian 
deletions.

Clair and Mary Brandt
To the Editor,
I was recently made aware 
of a person who got a 
$280 fine for talking on 
their phone while driving 
and then later ran into 
the same officer and for 
whatever reason had the 
charge dismissed. (I didn’t 
know they could do that 
after issuing a ticket?) So, 
I enquired about the name 
of the officer and was told 

they didn’t want to say, 
didn’t want to get him into 
trouble. So is there trouble 
to be had? Should he have 
done that or not?
I guess you could say I’m 
bitter because I received 
a no seat belt fine a few 
weeks ago for $240. It 
was 9 am Sunday morning 
driving through downtown, 
I was doing the speed 
limit, not driving careless, 
not putting anyone around 
me in danger (the total of 
vehicles and pedestrians 
together maybe numbered 
10) when I received my 
ticket. But, how many 
accidents have been 
caused by distracted 
drivers? Really. And the 
officer said it was for my 
safety.
What about the safety of 
those people around the 
person texting/talking on 
their phone? I wonder 
who the officer would 
think deserved the safety 
warning.  The person 
driving and causing the 
potentially harmful offence 
or the innocent people 
around not even knowing 

they were in harm’s way? 
Distracted driving has 
become the number one 
killer on the roads; you 
would think that anyone 
who is pulled over would 
be fined no questions 
asked. It’s in the news 
how they want to come 
down harder on these 
individuals, and yet let 
them get away with it.
I’m not trying to get anyone 
in trouble or speaking bad 
about the police, but what 
is the protocol they follow 
as to who gets the warning 
and who gets the charge?
I f  there  is  a  dr iv ing 
offence being committed 
then there should be a 
charge and everyone 
committing it should be 
held accountable, not me 
one day and you not the 
next. Where is the justice 
in that system?
Who knows, maybe the 
officer who ticketed them 
and then dismissed it, is 
the same officer I heard 
was talking/texting on his 
phone during the parade?

Leanne Struthers

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Continued from page 15

13th.”
The plan on that Sunday, 
he said, will be to leave the 
Drifters clubhouse, located 
at 1709 Thames Road, St. 
Marys, around 11 am and 
travel in a long parade on 
a roughly 10 km stretch of 
the OFSC trail to McIntosh 
Power and Leisure, 
located on Perth Road 164 
north of St. Marys.

“We will be riding on the 
Ontario Federation of 

Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) 
trail, so sleds will have to 
be legal, meaning with 
insurance and a license,” 
Lawrence said.
Local businesses have 
also shown an interest in 
supporting the event, he 
said. “Stone Willow Inn 
has offered up a discount 
for riders coming in out of 
town to stay there,” he said. 

“Anyone else interested 
in being sponsors can 
get a hold of me by either 
sending a message on 

the Facebook page or 
emailing the club at pres@
quadro.net.”
The Science Hill Drifters 
manage around 211 km 
of snowmobile trails in 
the area from Ilderton to 
Lucan, St. Marys and west 
Stratford with the gracious 
permission of landowners. 
For more information 
visit the Science Hill 
Drifters Snowmobile 
Club Facebook page, 
or their Web site at 
ScienceHillDrifters.com.

By Stewart Grant
Thanks to the help 
of Randall Sauer 
at Evolution Web 
Management, we 
have updated our 
website (www.
stmarysindependent.
com) to include an 
archive of all of our past 

“Business of the Week” 

features. We believe 
that having this online 
record of the weekly 
article will provide great 
benefit to St. Marys Area 
businesses, particularly 
as we are able to expand 
the roster of articles 
over time. For residents 
and visitors of the area, 
it will also become a 
valuable resource for 

local information on the 
various products and 
services available in our 
community. If you would 
like your business to 
be considered for a 
future article, please 
contact us at info@
stmarysindependent.
com or call 519-284-
0041.

The Hospital Auxiliary 
met for their November 
meeting. Cheryl Hunt, 
Volunteer Co-ordinator 
for the HPHA was our 
guest and she explained 
what would be taking 
place as Continuing 
Care Patients from 
Stratford would be 
transferred to St. Marys 
Hospital. Three of our 
members volunteered 
to help with the transfer. 
As well, the Auxiliary 
members offered to 
provide a “welcome” gift 
to help the transferred 
patients feel welcome.
On Dec. 3 from 10-3 
pm, the Auxiliary took 
some of the gift shop 
to Kingsway Lodge so 
that residents could do 
Christmas shopping. 
On Dec. 13, our annual 
Christmas get together 
will be taking place 
at The Stone Willow 
Inn. We welcome all 
members to enjoy lunch 
with us. Dec. 20, the 
Auxiliary will be hosting 
their annual bake sale 
and open house. This 
year , the Auxiliary is 
also having a “Silent 
Auction”. There are 
many exciting items 
to bid on including a 
Hockey Sweater valued 
at $200.00. The Bake 
Sale is from 10 until 
noon. The Gift Shop will 

be open until 4 pm.
The Auxiliary will also be 
providing a little Xmas 
gift for each patient that 
will be in the hospital 
over the Xmas Season.
Another event worth 
mentioning is the 
purchase of equipment 
that the doctors and 
staff requested. We 
were happy to be able to 
provide this equipment 
for them. This is part 
of the reason that the 
Auxiliary raises funds 
for our hospital. The 
total amount given was 
over $10,500.00.
We are planning 
another Bingo in the 
Spring. Our last Bingo 
at the Friendship Centre 
was quite a success. 
Thank you to everyone 
that supported the 
event. Keep a look out 
for advertising of the 
Bingo as well as any 
other event we may be 
holding.
 Looking forward to 
seeing you in our Gift 
Shop as you do your 
Xmas Shopping.
Thank you for your 
continued support. If 
you would like to join the 
Auxiliary, please contact 
Larry Beattie (President) 
519.284.8072 or Joanne 
Pickering (Membership) 
519.349.2673.

Science Hill Drifters Snowmobile Club

Business of the Week Archive now Online

Hospital Auxiliary News

Committee and Board appointments
The following appoint-
ments were passed by 
Council on Tuesday 
night. The Mayor can 
attend all meetings (ex 
officio) other than the 
ones he was assigned 
to.
BIA
Mary Jane Ball
Sherry Cookson
Julie Docker
Sue Griffiths
Andrew Hodges
Nigel Howard
Coun. Carey Pope
Committee of Adjust-
ments
Steve Cousins
James Loucks
Clive Slade
William J Galloway
Steve Ische
Accessibility Adviso-
ry Committee
Janet Thompson
Stephanie Lee
Cynthia Vink-Broad-
foot
Donna Kurchak
Laura Langdon
Shirley Croff
Coun. Hainer

Police Services Board
Mayor Strathdee
Coun. Don Van Galen
Henry de Young
2 Provincial appoin-
tees
Library Board
Reg Quinton
Cole Atlin
Janice Mustard
Barbara Tuer
Coun. Osborne
Coun. Winter
1 Councillor from Perth 
South
1 public representative 
Perth South
Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Com-
mittee
Andrew Atlin
Cathy Forster
Deb Hotchkiss
Tammy Adkin
Matt Staffen
George Allan Tucker
Coun. Pope
Planning Advisory 
and Property Stan-
dards Committee
Alan Robertson
Steve Cousins
James Loucks

William J Galloway
Coun. Craigmile
Coun. Van Galen
Museum Board
Chet Greason
Douglas Fread
Brian Busby
Krissy Nickle
Katherine Moffat
Coun. Winter
Heritage St. Marys
Paul King
Mary Smith
Sherri Winter-Gropp
Larry Pfaff
Janis Fread
J. Stephen Habermehl
Michelle Stemmier
Coun. Pope
Heritage Conserva-
tion District Advisory 
Committee
Dan Schneider
Wendy Czajkowski
William J Galloway
Barbara Tuer
Coun. Winter
1 Heritage Committee 
Representative
Senior Services 
Board
Joyce Vivian

Donna Simmons
Isa Rabbets
Owen O’Brien
Gary Boyce
Don Vanstone
K. Jane Cousineau
Barbara Lou Taylor
Richard Lyons
Donna Kurchak
Coun. Craigmile
Upper Thames River 
Conservation Au-
thority
Tony Jackson
Spruce Lodge
Coun. Pope
Coun. Van Galen
Blue Water Recy-
cling
Coun. Craigmile
Canadian Baseball 
Hall of Fame
Coun. Hainer
Municipal Liaison 
Committee
Mayor Strathdee
Coun. Winter
Perth District Health 
Unit
Coun. Osborne
Huron Perth Health 
Local Advisory Com-
mittee
Coun. Hainer

Follow us on 
Twitter

“@stmarysindy”

Like us on 
Facebook 

"St Marys Independent"
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ST. MARYS UNITED CHURCH
85 CHURCH ST. S., ST. MARYS 519-284-3016

www.stmarysunitedchurch.weebly.com
Minister: Rev. Doug Loucks,

Organist: Timothy Gilbert
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2014

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2014
5:00 PM COMMUNITY SUPPER

Stonetown’s Pentecostal Church
Worship Gathering at Little Falls School

25 Lindsay Atkinson Drive
at 10:45 every Sunday morning.

Kidz Church for Grades JK to 3 during the service.
P.O. Box 2058 St. Marys ON N4X 1C3

www.livingrockchurch.ca
519-284-2607 info@livingrockchurch.ca

Pastor Jim Williams

Artisan Crafters Market

519-284-0433Little Falls

Monday - Saturday
10am - 5pm

NEW STOCK:
ARRIVING DAILY

Fall Fashions
now available
For 18" Dolls!

OBITUARY

McIntyre
Jean Evelyn McIntyre (nee MacLeod) passed 

away suddenly at her home in Stratford on 
Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at the age of 

94. Jean was a Registered Nurse graduating 
from Stratford General Hospital in 1945 

where she also worked. She later served as 
Director of Care at Wildwood Care Centre 

in St. Marys until the time of her retirement. 
Beloved wife of the late Mel McIntyre (1992). 

Loving mother of Barbara and her husband 
Craig Heinbuch of St. Pauls, the late Howard 

McIntrye (2010) and his surviving wife 
Nancy of Mississauga. Grandmother of Scott, 
Karen (Dave Brouwer), Jessica, Jonathan, and 

Melanie. Great-Grandmother of Colton and 
Luke Brouwer. Also survived by many nieces 

and nephews. Predeceased by her parents 
Lorne and Ella (Smith) MacLeod, sisters 
Lorna MacKay and Georgena Meadows, 

brothers Raymond MacLeod, Bruce MacLeod 
and MacKenzie MacLeod, sisters-in-law 

Marie MacLeod and Doreen MacLeod and 
brothers-in-law Philip Meadows and Mel 

MacKay. Family and friends are invited to the 
ST. MARYS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

147 Widder St. East, St. Marys, on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, 2014 for visitation from 11 a.m. until 
the time of the Funeral Service at 1 p.m. Rev. 

Gwen Ament officiating. Interment in St. 
Marys Cemetery. Memorial donations may 

be made to a charity of choice. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Andrew L. Hodges Funeral 
Home, St. Marys (519-284-2820). Online 

condolences at www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca.

Confucius said “Life is really 
simple but we insist on making 
it complicated.” Well said, o 
noble sage! At no other time 
does this become more 
apparent than at Christmas 
time. As I write this we are only 
a few days into December and 
already the hustle and bustle 
of dinners, parties and events 
are multiplying. Already we 
are bombarded by advertising 
urging us to buy, buy, buy. I find 
myself every year yearning for 
more simplicity at Christmas 

and each year it seems to elude 
me. This year I was determined 
it would be different.
My daughter and I usually spend 
the weekend after Christmas 
with my son, his wife and my 
two granddaughters, age 8 
and 10. My two grandchildren 
have everything you could 
imagine and each year we 
buy them more. At eighty-two, 
I am finding it increasingly 
difficult to spend hours in the 
stores shopping the way I 
used to. I began to question 
whether this was necessary or 
desirable. I mapped out a plan 
and discussed it with my family. 
Instead of buying the kids a 
lot of presents, we would give 
them money and they would go 
shopping with their Mom and 
my daughter on that Saturday 
after Christmas to buy what 
they really wanted. We would 
buy them small “stocking 
stuffers” which they always 
enjoy and which would bring 
the element of surprise. We 

would also buy gifts of Plan 
Canada for each other – money 
earmarked for clean water, 
farm animals, school supplies 
and education for people in 
poverty in developing nations. 
Although I am spending as 
much on Christmas as I have 
in other years, I know it is going 
to people who really need it. 
My hope is that these gifts will 
help my grandchildren become 
more aware of those in need 
and how we can help them.
I don’t know if these actions 
will make Christmas more 
meaningful but already I find 
myself feeling lighter and with 
more Christmas spirit. I am 
also looking at all the activities 
that beckon and which often 
fill the days leading up to 
Christmas. They are meant 
to bring a spirit of joy to this 
season and sometimes they do, 
but often they just bring fatigue. 
John Kabat-Zen, author and 
teacher of mindfulness, says 

“Voluntary Simplicity means 

going fewer places in one day, 
rather than more, seeing less 
so I can see more, doing less 
so I can do more, acquiring 
less to I can have more.” These 
words speak to me. I want to 
experience joy, peace and love 
in this season but if I am too 
busy running around from one 
event to the next, all I feel is my 
stress level rising.
To me, Christmas is a time of 
new life symbolized by the 
birth of the Christ child, which 
took place in a stable under 
conditions of stark simplicity. 
I believe a birthing can take 
place within each of us as we 
ponder what is important in 
our lives. For me, this means 
allowing the presence of Love 
to take deeper root in my heart. 
This Love does not depend on 
a special love object, such as 
family and close friends, but 
includes all of life.
May Divine Love flow through 
each of us to enliven the world!

Street Level Faith

Who is a retired United Church 
minister living in St. Marys

by Rev. Ione GRoveR

Providing traditional and alternative funeral services, including 
cremation, with pre-planning options available.

To learn more about funeral service options visit:
www.hodgesfuneralhome.ca

the only funeral home website in Perth County
that discloses all funeral costs.

 Andrew Hodges
 Funeral Director

 Andrew L. Hodges
 Funeral Home

 47 Wellington Street South
 St. Marys

 519- 284-2820Stephen McCotter
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public

www.mccotterlawoffice.com

stephen@mccotterlawoffice.com

50 Water St. S., St. Marys

226-661-5297 519-284-2840

ML McCOTTER 
LAW OFFICE

St. Marys Independent

Buy Local this 
Holiday season 

and support 
business here in 

St. Marys
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CLASSIFIED

Check Your Ad!! The St. Marys Independent Newspaper requests that advertisers check their ad upon publication as we will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion and there shall be no liability for non-insertion of any advertisement. Liability for errors in 
ads is limited to the amount paid for the space occupying the error. The publisher must be notified in writing of any error(s) within three days of distribution date.All copy is subject to the approval of management of The St. Marys Independent Newspaper.

Deadline for all Upcoming Events and Classifieds is WEDNESDAY AT NOON of the week the ad is to be run!
Any ads Submitted after MAY NOT MAKE IT IN! Phone: 284-0041 Fax: 284-0042 Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

HELP WANTED

This Week’s QUIZ 
ANSWERS:

1. USS Nautilus
2. Melmac
3. Paul Simon
4. Chicago Black 

Hawks 
5. Threw eggs at 

a neighbours 
home 

6. Shredded wheat 
7. Homer Simpson 
8. Psychiatric help
9. Curtis Strange 
10. Winnie the Pooh

SERVICES

519-284-0430

AIR-CONDITIONING
FURNACES

Ed Otto

Perth
HEAT-COOL

ST. MARYS & AREA

Tune-ups, Repairs 
& Installations

Carpet and Furniture 
Cleaning

Residential & Commercial
For all of December we 

pay the HST!
Call

Tim Warden's 
Steam Pro

519-808-0077

And other little handy 
man’s jobs. Call

519-274-3973

Snow Shoveling & 
Eavestrough

The Difference?
Full Postal Service
284-3101

M & M VARIETY

St. Marys 
Independent
Office Location:

36 Water St., P.O. Box 2065,
St. Marys, ON, N4X 1C3
P: 519.284.0041
F: 519.284.0042

Email: info@stmarysindependent.com

FOR SALE

FREE

LOST

FOR RENT

CHILD CARE

HELP WANTED

For Sale: “Snow King” Snow blower. 5 
HP - 22” wide. Electric and pull start. Call 
519-284-1386 12/05

Free: Fabric couch from smoke free, pet 
free home. Available for pick up right away. 
Please call 519-284-3415 12/12

Lost: Diamond ring on Nov. 29th 
in St. Marys. It was my mothers. 
Reward. Please call 519–273–
6146 with any information. That 
is all I want for Christmas. 12/12

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Perth South 116 acre farm with 

112 workable systematically tiled 
every 25 feet. Huron loam clay. 
1.5 storey yellow brick house. 
57x30 garage workshop with 

heat/hydro. Call 519-227-4872

For Rent: One large furnished 
bedroom available in condo, St. 
Marys available January 2015, 700-
750 a month all inclusive. Contact 
519 284 8124 11/14

For Rent: 2 bedroom apartment for 
rent in Sebringville. Available jan 1st. 
Call 519-301-0460 12/12

For Rent: St. Mary’s. Spacious 2 
bedroom apartment for rent beside 
park, parking, laundry on site, close 
to amenities, $725 includes water 
charges (519) 949-4081 No dogs 
please. 11/14

For Rent: Very large 2 bedroom 
apartment in St. Marys. Totally 
renovated including corniced 
ceilings, wood floors and large 
glassed mult ihead shower. 
Features include 17 x 17 elevated 
glass balcony overlooking the 
Thames River, 5 appliances, forced 
air gas heat and central air. $1050 
per month available for Jan. 1. 
Email carolynhms@gmail.com or 
call 519-284-1349. 12/05

For Rent: Brand new apartment for 
rent. All utilities included. 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms. Available Jan. 1st. Call 
519-301-0460. 12/05

For Lease: Professional Office 
Space for Lease in newer, well 
maintained bui ld ing. Large 
reception area with 3 separate 
offices and 2 utility spaces with 
sinks. Currently used as a dentist 
office @ 60 Water St. S. Available 
Feb, 2015. Please call 519-266-
4145 for more info.12/12

Marie McIntosh’s Stay and Play Child 
Care: Openings for children aged 6 
months to 4 years. Full or part time. 
Open 6 am – 6 PM. Daily schedule 
filled with songs, games, crafts, indoor 
and outdoor play. Healthy meals and 
snacks provided. Qualified mother of 3. 
Self employed Childcare Provider since 
2010. First Aid and CPR certificates. 
Police criminal records checks are 
current. Non–smoking home. Tax 
receipts are provided. Call or text 519-
284-4206. 11/21

Help Wanted: Part time driver 
needed St. Marys Area. Must 
be over 25 with 6 years driving 
experience. No professional 
experience required. Will train. 
Retirees always welcome. Please 
call 519-520-6572. 11/21

RON BAILEY
General Manager

Box 310, 75 South Service Road, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B2

Tel: 519-349-2130 Fax: 519-349-2626

Classified Ads 
ONLY $10
(including tax)

Interested in a 
paper route?

We are looking for 
newspaper delivery 

person!
Please call 519-284-0041 or email
Info@stmarysindependent.com

If you are interested.

St. Marys Independent

116 Queen St E, St Marys • (519) 284-0038

Nail Effects
Manicures and Pedicures

Nail Effects is looking to grow our team to serve 
our clients better!

We are looking for a Nail Technician to join our business 
which has served St. Marys for over 16 years!.

Please forward résumé to Kerri at 116 Queen St. E or by 
e-mail mciker@hotmail.com

● (519)–284–3555 ●

Goalie seeking 
employment 
with senior 

men’s hockey 
team.

$300 per game

 ●  Experience in agricultural or industrial sectors and 
related mechanical repairs

 ●  Own basic tools
 ●  Able to work with limited supervision
 ●  Be conscientious and safety minded
 ●  Able to lift heavy items, bending and standing all day
 ●  Current mechanically related license(s) an asset but 

not required
 ●  Current DZ or AZ license an asset but not required

Forward resume:
hr@fawcett.cc

Fax: 519-284-4062

Mail: 2126 Rd 120, St. Marys,ON
N4X 1C5

www.fawcett.cc
No Phone Calls Please

Job title: Equipment Dismantler
Full-time

Full–time
 ●  Shipping and receiving agricultural and industrial 

parts/equipment

 ●  Work with limited supervision

 ●  Proficient with computers

 ●  Conscientious and safety minded

 ●  Able to lift heavy items, bending and standing all day

 ●   Job related experience an asset

Forward resume:
hr@fawcett.cc

Fax: 519-284-4062

Mail: 2126 Rd 120, St. Marys,ON
N4X 1C5

www.fawcett.cc
No Phone Calls Please

Job title: Shipping & 
Warehousing Assistant

“Every year 
we run our 

full page ad, it 
pays for itself 

10-fold”
~ Don Corby, Owner, Corby 

Services and Sales

St. Marys Independent

The St. Marys 
Independent

Locally owned and operated

Phone: 519-284-0041

info@stmarysindependent.com

Facebook: St Marys 
Independent

Twitter: @stmarysindy

www.stmarysindependent.com

 

The friends of the
library has a FREE

Welcome Package for 
you to pick up at the li-

brary!
• Gifts + MORE• Maps 
• Coupons • Local Services

St. Marys Public Library, 
15 Church St.

519-284-3346
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All used inventory Clearly marked with weekly payments, Come see how affordable they are!!

*O.A.C. 60 month @ 3.99% tax & transfer included with 3000 trade or cash equivalent down

MERRY CHRISTMAS
From all of us here at

Introducing...

NOBLE

STK#14274A STK#14201A

On all new
2014 F150’s Delivery allowances 

of up to $10,500

0% financing $1000 Costco
On Now

$5758/WK $3839/WK

2010 ESCAPE 2010 MAZDAOnly 48,000 km

Leather, Navigation, 6 speed

Except Raptor & Reg Cab 
Value Leader On F250/350 Diesels

With sunroof

SEE THE ALL NEW 2015

MUSTANG GT 5.0


