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Community Infrastructure 
Fund, for the Water Street 
Bridge rehabilitation proj-
ect. Kittmer said that the 
grant request was submit-
ted as a “needs” request 
rather than a “wants” re-
quest. Mayor Strathdee 
noted that was the first 
grant of this size received 

by the Town in the last five 
years.
The cost estimate for the 
downtown reconstruction 
project has zoomed past 
the $2 million mark be-
cause of an earlier erro-
neous “lower” figure being 
used as well as additions 
being added such as new 
equipment for the traffic 
lights. This amount also 

includes work to be done 
on the Victoria Bridge. Of 
course, the real number 
will be when the tenders 
are opened for the project 
which should be in near fu-
ture.
The request by the Base-
ball Hall of Fame for fund-
ing will not be getting an 
early answer because 
Council intends to have a 

full review of the proposal. 
CAO Brent Kittmer said that 
all avenues will be investi-
gated with a legal overview 
being the first step. Council 
passed a motion to have 
the proposal studied, with 
only Coun. Don Van Galen 
voting against, saying “we 
might as well give them an 
early “No” instead of a later 
“No”.

By Dan Rankin
Our Business of the Week 
is your local painter for all 
needs residential, com-
mercial and industrial, 
specializing in Victorian 
homes, Brad’s Painting, 
owned by Brad Neufeld.
Now in his ninth year 
running the business, 
Neufeld said the majority 
of his projects have taken 
place inside the borders 
of St. Marys, however he 
has branched out as far 
as Stratford and London. 
And while he has carried 

out projects for dozens of 
local businesses, the ma-
jority of calls he receives 
are for jobs in conjunction 
with the renovation of her-
itage Victorian homes.
This week, Neufeld and 
some of his employees 
were hard at work at 
a home on Wellington 
Street, where they were 
painting the walls and trim 
of a Victorian-era home’s 
main floor living room. 
They had already gotten 
through the upstairs hall-
way, curved staircase, 

three bedrooms and bath-
room. “It’s huge,” Neufeld 
said. “We’ll take on proj-
ects as big as whole 
home, month-long proj-
ects as part of major ren-
ovations, or I’ll do single 
day-single room jobs. No 
job is too small.”
For jobs like the one 
Brad’s Painting was tack-
ling this week, Neufeld 
said it’s important to use a 
“high-hide paint.”
“It’s a washable paint, 
but it’s a flat paint, so you 
don’t see some of the 

glaring issues that can 
be on the walls on some 
Victorian homes, of which 
there are a lot in town,” he 
said. “Ripples don’t glare 
at you.”
Anyone interested in hir-
ing Brad’s Painting is 
invited to call him up, at 
519-301-2849, to arrange 
a time for him to come 
by and provide a quote 
for the job. “I prefer that 
over just offering an hour-
ly wage, because then 
you wouldn’t know what 
you’re going to get for that 
hour,” he said. “It’s always 
better for me to have a 
look at their room. I’ll give 
them a quote and that 
way they’ll know exactly 
what they’re dealing with. 
They pick out the colour, 
and beyond that, I do the 
rest.”
Neufeld said his preferred 
brand of paint is Benjamin 
Moore. “It’s a good qual-
ity paint, and, the better 
quality of paint, not only 
does the job look good, 
but it will last.”
High quality material and 
years of experience ex-
plain how Brad’s Paint-
ing’s got its slogan: “Every 
job is our next referral!”
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●  Last week, it was the DCVI senior girls vol-
leyball team bringing home the gold and the 
pride. After upsetting the previously unbeat-
en St. Michael’s Warriors, they weren’t done 
there. They had WOSSAA gold in their sights, 
and they accomplished it quite emphatically. 
They played two matches and not only did 
they win both on their way to WOSSAA gold, 
but they didn’t lose a set in the process.

●  Over two weeks of events are planned this 
month in Listowel for the Kinsmen Club of 
Listowel’s PaddyFest celebrations. Events in-
clude a free skate Sunday at the Listowel Me-
morial Arena, a Co-Ed Dodgeball Tournament 
Sunday, Mar. 13 at Listowel Kin Station, and 
a kid’s mini-sticks tournament Thursday, Mar. 
17 at Listowel Evangelical Missionary Church.

●  Three films coming to theatres this weekend 
include the new Disney animated film Zooto-
pia (currently rated 100 percent fresh on the 
movie ratings website RottenTomatoes.com), 
the action thriller London Has Fallen starring 
Gerard Butler (rated rotten, with an 18 per-
cent grade), and the Tina Fey comedy Whis-
key Tango Foxtrot, which is an adaptation of 
journalist Kim Barker’s memoirs from her time 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan (60 percent).

Brad’s Painting
Business of the Week

By Dan Rankin
The tender for contractors 
interested in bidding on the 
Town's Queen Street re-
construction project were 
sent out this week, following 
an open house on the re-
construction last Thursday 
afternoon at the Municipal 
Operations Centre.
BM Ross's Darren Alexan-
der, project manager for the 
Queen Street reconstruc-
tion, said he expected the 
window for bids to work on 
the project stretching from 
Thomas Street to Peel 
Street to close later this 
month.
"If everything goes well, it 

should be awarded very 
soon after that," he said, 
adding that, if a contrac-
tor has the man power and 
weather permits, "hopefully 
they can get in the last week 
in March."
He said such a scenario 
would be "really optimistic," 
but they expected work to 
begin by the first week of 
April, with the completion 
done by July 7.
Two sets of engineering 
drawings set up at the MOC 
last Thursday showed the 
work to downtown wa-
ter and electrical services 
scheduled to take place.
Forty-eight total water lines 

will be worked on. A new 
electrical conduit will be put 
down beneath the sidewalks 
for power, communication 
and speaker systems Alex-
ander said. "On each block 
[downtown] there's going to 
be pedestals on each side 
that will serve as access 
points," he said, which will 
serve to cut down on the 
use of snaking extension 
cords during downtown fes-
tivals.
As the trees on Queen 
Street's sidewalks will be 
removed, Alexander said 
some discussion has taken 
place about the introduction 
of removable flower pots 

that can be rolled out in the 
spring and stored in winter.
"Under this project there 
are no plans to put in oth-
er decorative features," he 
said. However, there will be 
several "opportunities" for 
future projects.
On the East side of the Vic-
toria Street Bridge, nearer 
to Water Street, buried in-
frastructure will be put in 
place for the future creation 
a "gateway feature" into St. 
Marys, Alexander said. "Is 
it a fountain? I don't know 
what it will be."
Similar infrastructure will be 
put in place near the Town 
Hall, he said.

Queen Street Open House held Feb 25

Daycare to relocate to Holy Name
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